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(1:19 P. M)
GREETI NGS_AND | NTRODUCTI ONS

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS:

Wel conme, everybody. How s the sound? Everybody can
hear mne? W had a little bit of a mxup with the
configuration of the roomand we need to know how
many places we m ght be short. W did a quick fix,
so to speak, with adding a couple of tables in the
back. But they'll work on the room configuration
again this evening. W just need to be able to tell
t hem how many nore places we need here in the main

t abl e.

Got any AP nenbers that are not
seated around here?

(No response audi ble.)

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Al
right. Well, | guess we're okay then. Well, | had
circulated a draft agenda. | hope it got in
everybody's hands sonetine |ast week. Just again,
as a rem nder of the discussion we had at the end of
| ast year's neeting that we do want to |let the group
have sone autonony, so to speak, in setting the
agenda, but we didn't want to have everybody to cone

to the neeting having no idea whatsoever what woul d
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be taken at what point in tine.

So, we've sort of put this together,
knowi ng the topics that were on people's m nds,
based on letters we had received, phone calls we had
recei ved, and we do want to nake sure that we do get
to all the topics that are of concern to fol ks. So,
we wll be going shortly into a review of the draft
agenda that had been circul at ed.

Now, we did anticipate Rebecca being
here, but she's at a neeting downtown and | guess
we'll take her as she arrives, but in the neantine |
wanted to introduce our new office director, at
| east relatively new fromthe perspective of the
| ast tinme we had an Advisory Panel neeting, M. Jack
Dunnigan, is well known to the panel. He's going to
have a few openi ng remarks.

JOHN DUNNI GAN: Wl |, thank you very
much, Chris, and on behalf of the National Marine
Fi sheries Service, let me welconme all of you here
for the HVMS and Billfish Advisory Panels neetings
and | ook forward to a couple of very productive
days' worth of discussion.

It is really nice for ne to be able

to see so many of you again, probably sone of you
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haven't seen since the last tinme | was at an HVS
Advi sory Panel neeting a nunber of years ago, and it
is good to be back.

Let nme just say a coupl e of things.
A nunber of people have said to nme, Jack, you had
the best job in the world, why would you have cone
to work for the National Marine Fisheries Service?
And to tell you the truth, there are a whol e range
of reasons why | wanted to do it, but no small part
of that really was ny read of the need for the
agency to do a better job than we have been for a
long tine across a whole wi de spectrum of issues.
And in particular, in the way that we get
information into our decision making processes, and
how we deal with nenbers of the public.

Now, |'m not inventing anything when
| say that to you. That is the mantra that Bill
Hogarth has nade as the characteristic of what he
wants his stewardship of the National Marine
Fisheries Service to be. And it was with a rea
desire to do what | could to help Bill achieve those
objectives that | made the choice that | thought |
would i ke to help here, if Bill thought that I

could. And I've been given the opportunity. |'m
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very grateful that he gave ne that chance and |'m
really |l ooking forward to doing what | can to try to
hel p him

Qobvi ously one of the mmjor issues
that we have to deal with within the Ofice of
Sust ai nabl e Fisheries is our responsibility under
t he Magnuson- Stevens Act to be the fishery
managenent planners for Atlantic H ghly Mgratory
Speci es.

And | have to tell you that in the
HVE staff, | was extrenely glad to be com ng back to
a group of people that | knew fromny own persona
experience when | was here before were an
out standi ng crew, dedicated, smart, and very
hardworking. And it's been really nice to be able
to come back and spend tinme with these people --
with Chris and with his staff again. And | have to
tell you that as |I've | ooked around throughout the
rest of the office, the overall quality of the staff
t hat we have are excellent.

Let me just highlight a couple of
i nportant issues that the National Mrine Fisheries
Service is working its way through now that don't

just deal wth Atlantic H ghly Mgratory Species,
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but may be of interest to you and are inportant to
how t he agency does its job broadly.

First of all, Bill Hogarth is
absolutely conmmitted to inproving the way that the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service reviews and
devel ops and pronul gates regul ati ons. W' ve been
known for a long tinme, and I've said it when | was
out si de the agency, as the black hole. And there's
no excuse for that.

W don't owe it to ourselves to put
ourselves in the position of causing those kinds of
problenms. And we certainly don't owe it to the
public at |arge, who have such a strong interest in
t he conservati on and managenent of these resources,
to maintain a regulatory process that is too hard to
figure out, that is arcane.

What we |ike to be saying we're
| ooking for is transparency and tineliness, so that
t he regional fishery managenent councils, the
states, you folks who help us in the Atlantic Highly
M gratory world, can see what's happeni ng and can
expect that decisions will be made on a tinely basis
t hat nakes sense for the managenent of the

fisheries.
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So, we call it the regulatory
streamining process. | don't necessarily |like the
word stream ining, because it inplies that all you
have to do is rearrange the chairs on the deck of
t he boat and sonehow you' Il mss the iceberg.
That's a lot nore to it than that. It's going to
require a conmtment on our part to nore resources,
to get the job done well. W are working within the
admnistration to try to get those resources in out
years. And it will require us to do sunmary
organi zi ng of our decision making and beconme a | ot
| ess redundant than we are now. And hopefully what
will come out of this is an inproved regul atory
process that will get decisions made on a tinely
basis and get them made in a way where the public
can understand what we're doing and see what is
happened.

W are also dealing on a very broad
sense with issues relating to bycatch. | think we
understand that if you were to | ook across the
country at all of the fisheries that we have that
the one issue -- well, there are a couple of issues
that sort of cross-cut throughout, but bycatch is

really one of the domnating issues, and it could
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easily becone the issue of the decade in deciding
what to do with fisheries conservation and
managenent .

So, there is a renewed sense within
t he Agency that we have to do a better job of
meeting our responsibilities under the law with
respect to bycatch, and provide for a better
conservation of all of the resources that we have to
deal wth.

We're also dealing with the
reaut hori zation of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Managenent Act. It becane apparent
to us within the |ast ten days that the House
Resources Conmttee really wants to nove a bill this
year, and they're trying to have a hearing in a
coupl e of weeks, and so now we are nmadly scurrying
to try to get a nunber of position papers done.

| can't really discuss what those are
right now with you, but I can tell you that there
will be the usual mx of technical anmendnents, but
there will also be sonme very broad and substantive
i ssues discussed within the agency. And you may
find the National Marine Fisheries Service com ng

out with sonme stronger positions on sone issues than
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TO
we' ve been known to take in the past at this stage

of a reauthorization.

So, |I've learned so many interesting
t hi ngs about this agency. 1've learned a | ot about
Pat agoni an toothfish. 1've learned a | ot about

Pacific whiting. And many other species. M focus
was rapidly expanded fromthe Atlantic coast to
i nclude very many new things. But let nme just say
that -- you know, | ooking back as you have with
di fferent individuals who' ve served as the office
director, what | call tell you is that on these
i ssues, Highly Mgratory Species, conservation and
managenent, and on the United States position at
| CCAT, | intend to be an active office director. |
know that these are inportant issues for the
director, and for Rebecca, and they're ny bosses,
and | think it's ny job to help keep themon the
straight and narrow and nmake their life as easy as
possible, and | can't do that unless |I'minvol ved.
So, | will be a person who's engaged
in these issues and working with you, and | really
| ook forward to it, because |I think in many ways
they're sone of the nost interesting and difficult

that the National Marine Fisheries Service has to
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deal with anyway.

So, I'mglad to be back. |'mooking
forward to a good couple of productive days. |'m
not going to run the neeting. | had nmy tinme running

the neetings. Chris is going to do that. As
Rebecca likes to say, |"'mhere to listen and | earn.
And help -- you know, hear firsthand the record that
you're creating rather than just -- you know, get it
fromreading the mnutes or reading staff reports

that cone by afterwards.

So, | look forward to working with
you. |If you had any general questions at this
stage, |I'd be glad to try to answer them But

agai n, thank you all for comng and | hope we have a
good coupl e of days.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS:
Thanks, Jack. |[|'ve been infornmed by Rachel that
Rebecca wi Il be here about 4:30. And | think Bill
what, is sonmewhere between Hawaii and California?
Who knows? He's been doing quite a bit of traveling
t hese past couple days, so | don't think Bill wll
have a chance to be here with us during the duration
of the nmeeting, but Rebecca definitely will stop by

later this afternoon.
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Since we do have sonme new nenbers on
t he panel, naybe we can just quickly go around the
table. Again, | wanted to make sure that all the
panel nenbers, whether appointed or ex officio, are
seated at the table, or whether if you think that
sonebody's not here, they will cone, whether we need
to get the table arrangenent reconfigured for
tonorrow. |Is it too tight or are you guys all nice
and cozy? Al right. So, we'll keep this
configuration in for tonorrow.

Wiy don't we start -- nyself, of
course, Jack Dunnigan, Chris Rogers, National Marine
Fisheries and start with WIlly and go right around.

WLLI AM ETHERI DGE: W/ Ily Etheridge,
commercial, Billfish Advisory Panel

ROBERT MCAULI FFE: Bob MAuliffe,
commercial, fromthe Virgin |Islands HMVS

NELSON BEI DEMAN: Nel son Bei denan,

Bl uewat er Fi shernen's Associ ati on.

GLENN DELANEY: denn Delaney. |'m
here as an alternate for Jack Devnew, who is a
commercial nmenber of the Billfish AP.

GAIL JOHNSON: Gail Johnson, Fishing

Vessel Seneca on the HVMS Panel .
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T3

PETER WEI SS: Peter Wiss, General
Cat egory Tuna Associ ation

RICHARD RUAIS: Rich Ruais, Tuna
Associ ation.

VIRDIN BROAWN:  Virdin Brown, --
Cari bbean Fi shery Managenent Council and |I'mon the
HVS Advi sory Panel .

DAVI D CUPKA: David Cupka, South
Carol i na DNR

HENRY ANSLEY: Henry Ansley, Georgia
Depart ment of Natural Resources.

DAVID WLMOT: David WInot, Ocean
Wl dlife Canpaign.

RUSSEL DUNN: Russ Dunn, Nati onal
Audubon Soci ety and Ccean Wl dlife Canpaign.

SHANA BEEMER:  Shana Beener, Audubon
Soci ety.

RUSSELL NELSON: Russell Nelson with
the Billfish Foundation.

JOHN GRAVES: John Graves,
representing the | CCAT Advisory Conmittee.

ELLEN PEEL: Ellen Peel, the Billfish
Foundat i on.

JOHN DORLAND: Johnny Dorl and, the
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Billfish Recreational.

ROBERT PRI DE: Bob Pride here for the
M d- Atl antic Fishery Managenent Council, billfishing
and HWVS.

ROBERT HUETER: Bob Hueter, MOTE
Mari ne Laboratory.

SONJA FORDHAM  Sonj a Fordham the
Ccean Conservancy, formerly the Center for Marine
Conservation, HVS Panel .

MARK FARBER: Mark Farber, University
of Mam, Billfish AP.

JAVES DONCFRI O Ji m Donofri o,
Recreational Fishing Alliance.

JOSEPH MCBRI DE: Joe McBride, Mntauk
Boat men' s and Captains' Association, also
representing New York State.

RI CK WEBER. Rick Weber, South Jersey
Mar i na.

RANDY BLANKENSHI P: Randy
Bl ankenshi p, Texas Parks and Wl dlife Departnent,
Coastal Fisheries Division.

M CHAEL LEECH. M ke Leech,
I nternational Ganefish Associ ation, HVS.

PAMELA BASCO.  Pam Basco,
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recreational, Billfish AP.

| RBY BASCO. Irby Basco, Gulf of
Mexi co Fi shery Managenent Council, HVS.

ROM VH TAKER: Rom Wi t aker,

Hatteras, North Carolina, on the HVS.

WAYNE LEE: Wayne Lee, South Atlantic
Counci | .

JILL STEVENSON: Jill Stevenson,
representing Maryl and Departnent of Natural
Resour ces.

MAUMUS CLAVERI E: Mau Cl averie, New
Oleans, for the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Managenent
Council Billfish AP.

ROSS KRAMER: Ross Kranmer. |I'mwth
the Fish and Wldlife Conm ssion, Division of Marine
Fi sheri es.

GLEN HOPKINS: d en Hopki ns,
commer ci al HVS.

RUSSELL HUDSON: Russel | Hudson,
commercial HVS, representing the directed shark
fisheries.

MARK SAMPSON. Mar k Sanpson, QOcean
City Charter Boat Captain's Association.

RAMON BONFI L: Ranmon Bonfil, WIldlife
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16
Conservation Society -- OAC for HVS.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS:
(I'naudi bl e) open to the public at all tines so we do
have sone other HMS staffers around, as well as sone
visitors fromthe public, legislative affairs, Coast
GQuard, General Counsel of Fisheries and wel cone all.

W will have sone defined periods for
public comment during the course of the neeting, of
course, but primarily the purpose of the neeting is
for us, the Agency, to get sone input fromthe panel
menbers with respect to ongoing fishery managenent
concerns and of course the need if any for
anmendnents to the plans.

Just for the benefit of those new
menbers, | thought 1'd review quickly the history of
the panel. It was authorized and in fact required
first during the 1996 Sustai nable Fisheries Act
Amendnents to Magnuson with the intent that the
Secretary form advisory panels for all those pl ans
and -- fishery managenent plans and anendnents that
woul d be subject to Secretarial jurisdiction with
respect to HV5, the Atlantic H ghly Mgratory
Speci es.

And the charge, of course, is to
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7
advi se the agency in terns of data collection and
managenent neasures with respect to conservation and
managenent of the international -- or the Atlantic
Highly M gratory Species.

As we all know, there is a very
i nportant international conponent, but this panel is
really not intended to duplicate the wonderful panel
currently run by John Graves with respect to the
| CCAT Advisory Conmitt ee.

And | know there's a great deal of
overlap, as we go to public hearings often, there's
a spillover effect between donestic matters and
international matters. But to the extent we can
focus here in this panel on the donmestic natters
before us, the | CCAT Commttee has already net in
its spring session and John wll be reporting
briefly on the outcone of that neeting |later on
during our neeting.

Just a quick note. W did revise the
SOPP's, our standard -- or statenent of operating
practices and procedures, with respect primarily to
the terns, the duration of terns and the expiration
of terms. We found we were a little bit convol uted

in the fact that terns were expiring at different
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T8
poi nts throughout the year, and it really played
havoc with respect to scheduling a neeting because
if you picked any date in particular, you could find
that sonebody's termwas expiring just prior to the
meeting or sonmething like that.

So, we revised the SOPP' s so that al
terms expire on a cal endar year, and to inprove the
ability to stagger the terns to provide for orderly
turnover without losing all the corporate expertise
of the panel, we established the billfish terns to
be two years with one half expiring each year. So,
sonme of you fol ks were notified of your appointnents
as one-year appointnents, sone as two. Those that
are one year appointnments, when they expire, they
wll be renewed as two-year appointnents. So, half
the panel will turn over each year. And |ikew se
with the HVM5, except given the nunber of folks on
the panel, we set that up to be sort of a three-year
rotation, with one third of the panel being renewed
each year

So, the fact that you were randomy
selected for a one year versus nmulti-year termis
immaterial. Nothing personal against you. It was

just our way of getting this staggered process going
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T9
and you're certainly welcone to reconpete, so to
speak, when your terns expire.

Ckay. We will be presenting as we
had done | ast year and in prior years, we wll be
presenting various updates on activities with
respect to the fisheries and certain issues that
have been raised to our attention as well as just
sone of the background infornmation.

| believe everybody shoul d have
recei ved via FedEx a copy of this year's SAFE

reports, Stock Assessnent and Fishery Eval uati on.

We do have nore copies avail able and we'll make sure
that nore copies -- | don't think we had any boxes
brought over today, but we'll make sure there's sone

boxes tonmorrow if you want to take sone hone for
ot her constituencies or didn't happen to bring yours
with you. W' Il nake sure you get copies there.

Ckay.

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA: PRIORITY TOPICS AND TI M NG

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Now,
what | did want to do first was adoption of the
agenda. And again, what we wanted to do was put out

a structure so to speak for the neeting, but not
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necessarily preclude the panel fromprioritizing any
i ssues that were before the panel. W had set it up
at the request of several of the Billfish Panel
menbers to deal with billfish issues today because
there's sonme neetings going on | believe in Florida
tomorrow that folks wanted to get to.

So, we're pretty nmuch commtted to
dealing with billfish today, but the rest of the
agenda i s sonewhat flexible. And what |I'd ask you
to do is offer any comments at this point as to
whet her you feel the issues that are nost inportant
to yourselves and your constituencies are reflected
in the agenda or if you just want to nake sure it
m ght be, if you' re not famliar with sone of the
bullets that we put, sort of generally reflecting

sone of the issues that were sort of on our m nds,

just let nme know and we'll nake sure that we'll
pencil it in and nmake sure it gets covered.
So, with that, 1'lIl open it up for

hopefully a brief discussion that we can adopt the
agenda pretty quickly here. Wayne.

WAYNE LEE: Chris, |ast year we spent
tinme tal king about the integration of HVS with the

ACCSP program | don't see that issue on here and |
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was just wondering if we could get an update at sone
time during this neeting as to progress that's being
made and what you all's tinme line is for possibly
getting that done.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Ckay.
Well, | would put that in under m scell aneous issues
for Wednesday afternoon, where we were going to give
a brief overview of our |ogbook prograns and efforts
to collect nore economc data. So, that would
certainly fit in with that data collection. So,
"Il make a note to have sone updates.

| know both Margo and Pat Cheeta have
attended ACCSP neetings in the past and we'll nake

sure we get that covered. Any other concerns? Mu

Cl averi e.

MAUMUS CLAVERI E: Yeah, Chris, thank
you. If tinme permts, 1'd like to put on the agenda
dol phin. | notice that our charge here in the

SOPP's is and incidental fisheries which interact
with billfish, and dol phins certainly do. That's
what they love to eat, one of the things they |ove
to eat, and we're about to get together and endorse
a dol phin and wahoo -- but dol phin as a food fish

fishery managenment plan. | think it would be
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appropriate to tal k about what do these billfish
have to eat.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS:  Ckay.
We could take that up during our billfish discussion
this afternoon then, but just as a clarification,
the South Atlantic Council -- that's a three-Counci
plan? It's the South Atlantic, Qulf --

MAUMUS CLAVERIE: It's a joint plan.
The South Atlantic is the |lead and we're having a
nmeeting to supposedly finalize it hopefully one nore
try in Atlanta. Wen, Virdin?

VI RDI N BROAN: 24t h.

MAUMUS CLAVERI E:  24TH. It wll be
the first dol phin wahoo plan. 1It's an original.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS:  So,
again, just a point of clarification. Any comments
woul d be nore appropriately directed to the Counci
with respect to that plan, but certainly to the
extent we want to have a di scussion of how Hi ghly
M gratory Species fisheries through either targeted
effort that has a bycatch of dol phin or with respect
to dol phin as a forage base potentially for other
Highly Mgratory Species that are of direct concern

to this council, we can certainly discuss that.
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Okay. Henry.

HENRY ANSLEY: Yes, | just wanted to
follow up on -- | believe it was brought up in an
early neeting regarding if a state has regul ati ons
that are nore restrictive in state waters, and to --
whet her the nore restrictive regul ati ons woul d take
precedence. | think that was a discussi on Wayne Lee
brought up. And | just wanted to follow up on that.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Ckay.
That's a very inportant and very conplex topic. Let
me just think of where we mght be able to fit that
in, make sure we get it covered. You want to try to
at | east touch base on that first thing tonorrow
nor ni ng before we get into shark, just to sort of
frame the issues and the questions and then naybe
defer to a little bit later date when we get a read
on how far into that subject matter we really want
to go, because it does involve obviously many states
and actually two pieces of legislation. There's a
specific protocol for preenption under Magnuson as
wel | as under Atlantic Tunas and they're somewhat
different.

So, let's just plan on a quick 15-

m nute introduction to the topic first thing off
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tonorrow norning. And then we'll see to what extent
the panel wants to really delve into the state
federal jurisdiction issues.

Ckay. Dave W/ not.

DAVID WLMOT: Chris, in the past
many of us have tal ked about the potential benefit
of having a presentation on the research doll ars,
how t hey' re being divided up and what priorities
NVFS is setting and how they're setting those
priorities. In talking with you, | understood that
you were putting a sunmary together that would be as
coherent and brief as possible. 1Is that available
at this neeting? |s that sonething that you have
that we could tal k about ?

| don't think | need to go into it
here, but | really do think it would be very
beneficial to get sonme feedback froma lot of the
folks sitting around this table about the priority.
And it would be good for us to hear and see what's
driving your decisions in terns of dollars being
spent on research, whether it's |awsuits, whether
it's Endangered Species Act, et cetera.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Wl |,

unfortunately we don't have a docunent ready to
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present. W' ve been doing a |ot of honmework, so to
speak, | ooking at the various avenues for funding
Highly M gratory Species research throughout the
agency, and it's a very convol uted process, because
it involves very many different |line offices and

even line offices on the other coast, so to speak.

| think Bill Hogarth -- | know he's
mentioned in publicly, I don't know how many of the
panel nmenbers were aware, but Bill Hogarth has

appoi nted three persons wthin the agency that were
somewhat renoved from day-to-day HVS Managenent .
Was it Donna Darm Jim Coe and Rob M@ nnis, al

west coasters, so to speak, to do a review of the
HVS program the Atlantic HVS program And they
were going to | ook at sone of these research and
fundi ng opportunities and certainly any probl ens
that the Agency m ght have in ternms of prioritizing
research noney.

So, sonething will probably be
forthcomng fromthat review process. W can touch
base on it here, but unfortunately | don't think
we're in a position to have a detailed |ist of al
the noney that's spent and how it's spent, through

what program It's sonething that we really want to
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get to, the Division nenbers, we really do want to
get sonmething |ike that devel oped and to be updated
on a continued basis, probably added to the SAFE
report when we do get that opportunity.

Just as you noted, there are a | ot of
ot her pressing things that we need to do with
respect to rul emaking and unfortunately litigation
as well, that sonetinmes take our mnds off sone of
the longer termthings that we try to do. But we
can certainly try to at |east nention sone of that
funding that does get directed towards HMS research
probably not till the m scell aneous issues again on
Wednesday afternoon. (Ilnaudible) -- panel neeting
but (i naudi bl e).

JOHN DUNNI GAN: At this tinme next
year | will promse you that. That's a fair
guestion and we ought to have a nore open way of
everybody being able to discuss that. Because there
are lots of tradeoffs, you know. | nean, HMS
speci es agai nst other responsibilities that our
research centers have. W'Ill do that. That's a
good idea, David.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Ckay.

You heard the prom se, so we better get to work.
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Ckay. Sonj a.

SONJA FORDHAM  Sonj a Fordham QOcean
Conservancy. | heard you when you said this was --
we were supposed to focus on donestic issues, but as
you know there are a nunber of issues that affect
Atlantic sharks that aren't covered by | CCAT, and |
was just wondering perhaps tonorrow norning or under
m scel | aneous issues if you could give us or have
soneone fromthe staff give us an update or sone
information on the international strategy for
shar ks.

Specifically I''mwondering about what
the U S. has planned for encouraging inplenentation
of the international plan of action for sharks, and
what the process will be for updating and inproving
our national plan of action for sharks, which | see
is in the docunent here. And fulfilling our
commtnents for international work under the U S
shark finning prohibition act. And then finally any
either bilateral discussions or agreenents that we
have in the works with Mexico for shared Atlantic
stocks. Thank you.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: W'l |

make sure those are covered tonorrow norning then,
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with the shark discussion. Rich Ruais.

RI CHARD RUAI'S: Yeah, Chris, | was
wondering what's your thinking on putting the
angling category permt discussion and charter head
boat issues under m scell aneous as opposed to under
the bluefin tuna issues.

And a second question was what are
you anticipating at the public coment period or
what should we anticipate. W don't have any
busl oads com ng or anything like that that you're
aware of this year.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: Wth
respect to the first part of your question, the
charter head boat is now an Atlantic HVS charter
head boat permt, so it's nore than just bluefin. |
know it initially had started as a bluefin tuna
permt and then mgrated or norphed, as they say,
into an Atlantic tunas permt and nowit's nore
robust, even so, as an Atlantic H ghly Mgratory
Speci es charter head boat permt, and there has been
sonme di scussion in several of our recent rul emakings
and data collection discussions with respect to
maki ng that sane transition for the angling

cat egory.
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So, that's what the intent, and
because it was nore than one species, that's why it
was put under m scell aneous. But certainly there
are many of the fol ks who get those permts because
of their activities in the bluefin tuna fishery.

So, to the extent that we have tine,
maybe we could touch on themw th respect to
bl uefin, but again it's nore of a nmultispecies
di scussi on that we intended.

Wth respect to public comment, we do
know that there's a great deal of concern with
respect to allocation, not only with our recent past
experience wth bluefin tuna and setting up an
effort control programand in a sense undoi ng that
over the last several years, we went through a
rul emaki ng process in response to sone accel erated
fishing activity and catching the quota up in the
md '90s to sort of slow the fishery down and
i ncrease fishing opportunities as the fish mgrated
t hroughout their range, and New Engl and and M d-
Atlantic and on into North Carolina waters on the
return trip, so to speak, in the late fall and early
W nter.

And the fish really haven't
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cooperated in the | ast several seasons and it's
caused us to revisit our effort control schedule and
catch limts and things |ike that.

So, we do know there's a | ot of
interest init, not only in the early season but
also in the | ate season, and we're aware that a | ot
of menbers of the public would be in attendance to
di scuss bluefin tuna, particular sone fol ks want ed
to come up from North Carolina.

So, we have set up tonorrow evening,
after dinner, as a public hearing session, so to
speak. It's not a proposed rule per se that we're
having a hearing on, but just to hear sone views of
the public. W do try, again, since this is a
nmeeting open to the public but we do primarily want
to hear fromthe panel nmenbers thensel ves, we do
want to provide certain portions of the neeting,
certain opportunities for the public to speak so
that the panel can hear the comments and concerns
expressed by the public.

Certainly we do expect that as panel
menbers you are in tune, so to speak, with your
respective constituencies, but sonmetinmes you can

benefit from hearing from so-called other
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constituencies as well.

So, again, that's our plan is to have
a presentation by staff wth several of the issues
t hat have cone up in recent years, recent nonths,

t hen having after the break an Advi sory Panel
di scussion primarily and then the public conment
period in the evening session.

And in fact, because of the public
coment period we plan for tonorrow evening is to
actual ly open up on Wednesday norni ng before we get
into bycatch issues with any foll ow up di scussion by
t he panel nenbers based on the input fromthe public
on Tuesday eveni ng.

So, we'll have reflections by the
panel as a -- first off on Wdnesday norni ng, based
on the public comment session on Tuesday night for
bl uefin tuna issues. Joe MBride.

JOSEPH MCBRI DE:  Thank you, Chris.
Joe McBride. 1'd like to support Rich's request for
the charter head boat issues, angling category
permt issues be noved up to the bluefin tuna area,
where the other aspects of the permts are not as
potentially controversial as would be the bluefin

part of it, so -- and it would give us a little nore




© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00O N O O B W N +—» O

oS24

|"'mvery leery at 2 o' clock, and many
of us have to be at airports two hours ahead, that
there's going to be nmuch time for discussion on
Wednesday afternoon for an issue that's so inportant
to our industry.

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: W'l |
pencil that in then for at |east an introductory
di scussion on the [ GAP I N RECORDI NG hear from sone
of our colleagues fromthe Gulf of Mexico with
respect to the noratoriumon the for hire sector and
see where that's going and how that m ght either be
supported by or in conflict wwth the HVS permtting
program And clearly that's nore than bluefin tuna.
So, we will have to revisit that, so to speak. W
can deal with it on bluefin tuna specific issues
first, but then broaden the discussion |ater on.

Any ot her comments on the agenda?

Fol ks pretty nuch satisfied with the way it's set up

then? Hopefully we'll get through it all. It is
anbitious and I'll try to be as firm as possible.
Sonetinmes | feel it's an awkward position. | guess

it was easier for Jack as a noderator fromthe

Comm ssion. You know, clearly you were appointed
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and invited here to provide input to the agency, and
it sonetines seens a little bit awkward if the
agency is cutting you off when you're trying to
speak. But | will try to keep us on point.

And | just m ght nake one reflection.
| did get sonme calls after last year's neeting that
sone of the debate got a little too personal for
sone folks' taste. So, | do understand that fol ks
have their interests and constituencies to
represent, but again, let's try to respect others
opinions and if things do seemto be getting a
little too personal | guess | wll have to cut that
off to make sure that doesn't escalate. And | only
say that because of the followup calls | did get
| ast year about the neeting.

So, with that, | guess we can get
into our billfish issues and a little bit ahead of
schedul e, which is good. Pat Cheeta, can you assi st

me in setting up this conputer here.

Bl LLFI SH | SSUES

MODERATOR CHRI STOPHER ROGERS: | did
want to review briefly our rulemaking that | had

hoped woul d be final by now, but since it's not
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final, | thought we could open it up for alittle
bit wwth respect to final observations by the
Advi sory Panel. W issued the rule back in Decenber
and had sone public hearings throughout the Gulf and
South Atlantic region, as well as Md-Atlantic, and
did receive some comments.

Let's try to use that one. Hopefully
we' ve got enough battery power. W seemto have
m spl aced our power cord here.

But again, this rulemaking was in
response to the | CCAT recomrendati on from Morocco in
2000 with respect to the marlin rebuilding program
that did require the United States to nonitor
tournanents and also |imt billfish catch or blue
marlin and white marlin catch to 250 fish per year
i ncl udi ng those | andi ngs made outside the tournanment
cont ext .

We have had an ongoi ng tour nanment
reporting program tournanent nonitoring programfor
many years, and | guess we have the good fortune of
havi ng Doctor Mark Farber on the panel wth us now,
who was involved in the billfish programin his
former life at the Southeast Science Center in

Mam . But one of the big issues was how to get a
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handl e on | andi ngs nade outside of the context of
tournaments. W did get sonme comment at the | CCAT
meeting in Morocco fromseveral nations with respect
to non-tournanment |andings and i nproving our ability
to monitor billfish |Iandings outside of the
t our nament cont ext.

So, we had proposed that -- at | east
as an initial step -- that a call-in requirenent be
made for any billfish [ andi ngs that were not being
reported through the tournanment. So, currently we
have a requirenent that tournanment operators
register with National Mrine Fisheries Service and
based on those tournanent registrations we would
sel ect tournanents for reporting. Now, these would
be all HMS tournanments whether it be a shark
tournanent, a tuna tournament or a billfish
t our nanent .

Currently, all billfish tournanents
are selected for reporting. So, there is a follow
up requirenment that the tournanent operator supply
NVFS with sonme information on catch and effort.

We al so included in that rul emaking a
provi sion for incorporating the resurgence of the

swordfish. | guess these slides are a little bit























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































