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P R O C E E D I N G S


MS. LENT: Good afternoon and welcome. Okay,


welcome. Please take a seat. I believe this is like


our 16th or 17th meeting if you count all the advisory


panels, and it's probably the third or fourth joint


meeting. Probably most importantly, this is our first


joint meeting of the APs, or any AP meeting, since the


final FMP and amendment and rule have been out so this


is the start of our new beginning which is using our


blueprint and moving forward.


For those of you I haven't met yet, my name is


Rebecca Lent. I am the chief of the Highly Migratory


Species Management Division. Gary Matlock was planning


on being here today but he had an unexpected court date


and he's not here, nor is Miriam McCall. Jack


Dunnigan, who is our moderator for this joint meeting,


gracefully gave up the one seat left on the plane this


morning so that I could get here on time and he'll be


here in about an hour and Jack Dunnigan will be our


moderator.


Just on other housekeeping issues, you've all


got your agenda. We will be circulating a packet of
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information relative to how to get your refund. It's a


very important process. Be sure and follow all the


directions.


Also, I would note that tomorrow morning at 8


o'clock we will have a meeting for only folks on the


HMS AP. It's open to the public so billfish are


welcome to come, but because we're discussing an issue


that's relevant only to the HMS FMP that will be the


priority is to call on those folks to speak and then


we'll hear from folks on the floor as well.


And just relative to the agenda then, I'm


going to speak for probably much less than an hour. We


want to move right into some of our presentations


relative to the time/area closures. After the break


from 4:00 to 6:00 we'll have a public comment period


and I hope that all of the members of the public, and


perhaps even more importantly, the members of the AP


will stick around to listen to the comments from folks


from the floor.


Before we go any further, I would like to go


around the table.


A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.) 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































