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- and this is for Mriam s benefit -- if not the | aw of
the land in the sense of a treaty, it certainly becomes
an international obligation of the United States, at
| east in my understanding. | feel | amalso certainly
responsible -- I have a dual role -- to insure that the
interests and perspectives of U S. commercial fishing
interests are fully considered in such negotiations. |
just put a cough drop in my nouth so |I'mjuggling that.

I n November 1998, | and one of my coll eague
U.S. comm ssioners, Rawley Smtten, at a del egation
negoti ated with Japan and Canada and ultimately all
parties at | CCAT a 20-year rebuilding plan for billfish
tuna. And as in nost, if not all, | CCAT agreenments we
negoti ate, there are always domestic inmplications and
consi derations which are fundamental to our U S.
position and objectives. | know that all nations have
t his.

| mean, we're always thinking about what are
the domestic ram fications of the position that we
advance at | CCAT. Of course, all nations have that
responsibility. 1In fact, in many ways, the underlying

domestic considerations drive much of the negotiati on.
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































