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undersized HMS. 
 
SPEARGUN RESTRICTIONS 
Speargun fishing gear is only authorized for the recreational harvest of BAYS tunas.  To fish 
with a speargun, a vessel must be issued an Atlantic HMS Angling or Charter/Headboat permit.  
Persons fishing for Atlantic BAYS tunas using speargun gear must be physically in the water 
when the speargun is fired or discharged.  No other HMS may be taken with speargun fishing 
gear, including bluefin tuna, swordfish, sharks, sailfish, spearfishes, roundscale spearfish, or 
white or blue marlin. 
 
TRANSFER AT SEA 
Atlantic tuna, blue marlin, white marlin, roundscale spearfish, or swordfish may not be 
transferred at sea in the Atlantic Ocean, regardless of where the fish was harvested.  An owner or 
operator of a vessel for which a Purse Seine category Atlantic Tunas category permit has been 
issued under § 635.4 may transfer large medium and giant BFT at sea from the net of the 
catching vessel to another vessel for which a Purse Seine category Atlantic Tunas permit has 
been issued, provided the amount transferred does not cause the receiving vessel to exceed its 
currently authorized vessel allocation, including incidental catch limits.  Shark and sailfish may 
not be transferred at sea, shoreward of the outer boundary of the EEZ, regardless of where the 
shark was harvested, and persons may not transfer at sea a shark or a sailfish taken shoreward of 
the outer boundary of the EEZ, regardless of where the transfer takes place. 
 

VI. PELAGIC LONGLINE, BOTTOM LONGLINE, AND SHARK 
GILLNET RESTRICTIONS  
 

Vessels fishing with longline and gillnet gear must possess valid Protected Species Safe 
Handling, Release, and Identification Workshop certificates onboard for both the owner and 
operator. 
 
PELAGIC LONGLINE RESTRICTIONS 
 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF PELAGIC LONGLINE GEAR 
Generally to fish with pelagic longline gear, fishermen must possess all three valid, limited-
access HMS permits listed below.  These permits are: 
 
  1. Directed or incidental swordfish permit (a swordfish handgear permit is not acceptable); 

AND, 
  2. Directed or incidental shark permit; AND, 
  3. Atlantic tunas Longline category permit (an Atlantic tunas General category permit is not an 

acceptable substitute for the Atlantic tunas Longline category permit). 
 
Fishermen with only a federal shark permit may also use pelagic longline gear, however, they 
must discard all swordfish and tunas caught.  These permits are administered under a limited 
access program.  Permits may only be obtained by transferring the permit, within the upgrading 
restrictions, from a permit holder who is leaving the fishery.  All fishermen using pelagic 
longline gear must comply with the gear restrictions described below.  Prior to renewing or 
obtaining a commercial swordfish or shark limited access permit, fishermen must attend a 
Protected Species Safe Handling, Release, and Identification workshop and obtain a certificate.  
A copy of the workshop certificate must be included in the permit application package.  For 
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more information on workshops, see Section XIII.   
 
TIME/AREA CLOSURES FOR USE OF PELAGIC LONGLINE GEAR 
 
Under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, among other statutes, 
NMFS is required to minimize bycatch, to the extent practicable.  Many gear types, particularly 
longline gear, catch a number of species as bycatch.  NMFS has closed a number of areas to 
fishermen with HMS permits who have pelagic longline gear on board.  The closures listed 
below were implemented to reduce bycatch by longline gear.  The Northeastern closure was 
designed to reduce bluefin tuna discards; the Charleston Bump, East Florida Coast, and DeSoto 
Canyon closures were designed to reduce the discards of undersized swordfish, billfish, sharks, 
and other species; and the NED restrictions are designed to reduce interactions with leatherback 
and loggerhead sea turtles.  NMFS continues to explore methods of reducing bycatch in all HMS 
fisheries and for all gear types.  These are shown in Figure 1. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1.  Marine sanctuaries, HAPCs, and time area closures that restrict use of pelagic longline 
gear (PLL) in the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean Sea.   
 
 The Northeastern United States Closed Area:  This area is closed during the month of June 

each year.  The coordinates are: 4000N. lat., 7400W. long. To 4000N. lat., 
6800W. long. To 3900N. lat., 6800W. long. To 3900N. lat., 7400W. long. 
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 The Charleston Bump Closed Area: This area is closed from February 1 through April 30 

each year.  The coordinates are:  the Atlantic Ocean seaward of the inner boundary of the 
U.S. EEZ from a point intersecting the inner boundary of the U.S. EEZ at 34°00' N.  lat.  near 
Wilmington Beach, North Carolina, and proceeding due east to connect by straight lines the 
following coordinates in the order stated: 34°00' N. lat., 76°00' W. long.; 31°00' N. lat., 
76°00' W. long.; then proceeding due west to intersect the inner boundary of the U.S. EEZ at 
31°00' N. lat. near Jekyll Island, Georgia. 

 
 The East Florida Coast Closed Area:  This area is closed year-round.  The coordinates are: 

the Atlantic Ocean seaward of the inner boundary of the U.S. EEZ from a point intersecting 
the inner boundary of the U.S. EEZ at 31°00' N. lat. near Jekyll Island, Georgia, and 
proceeding due east to connect by straight lines the following coordinates in the order stated: 
31E00' N. lat., 78E00' W. long.; 28E17' 10'' N. lat., 79E11' 24'' W. long.; then proceeding 
along the outer boundary of the EEZ to the intersection of the EEZ with 24E00' N. lat.; then 
proceeding due west to the following coordinates:  24E00' N. lat., 81E47' W. long.; then 
proceeding due north to intersect the inner boundary of the U.S.  EEZ at 81E47' W. long. near 
Key West, Florida. 

 
 The DeSoto Canyon Closed Area: This area is closed year-round and consists of two squares 

offshore of the west coast of Florida.  The corner coordinates are: 30E00' N. lat., 88E00' W. 
long.; 30E00' N. lat., 86E00' W. long.; 28E00' N. lat., 86E00' W. long.; 28E00' N. lat., 84E00' 
W. long.; 26E00' N. lat., 84E00' W. long.; 26E00' N. lat., 86E00' W. long.; 28E00' N. lat., 
86E00' W. long.; 28E00' N. lat., 88E00' W. long.; 30E00' N. lat., 88E00' W. long. 

 
 The Northeast Distant Gear Restricted Area (NED):  Vessels with pelagic longline gear 

onboard must use specific gear and bait combinations (specified at 50 CFR § 
635.21(c)(2)(v)(A)-(B)), and comply with other conditions (specified at 50 CFR § 
635.21(c)(2)(v)(C)– (G)).  The corner coordinates are: 35E00' N. lat., 60E00' W. long.; 55E00' 
N. lat., 60E00' W. long.; 55E00' N. lat., 20E00' W. long.; 35E00' N. lat., 20E00' W. long. 

 

 The Tortugas Marine Reserves:  Fishing for any species and anchoring by fishing vessels is 
prohibited in the EEZ portions of Tortugas North and Tortugas South by non-HMS 
regulations.  The Tortugas North area is bounded by 24° 40’00” N. lat., 83° 06’00” W. long.; 
24° 46’00” N. lat., 83° 06’00” W. long.; 24° 46’00” N. lat., 83° 00’00” W. long.; thence 
along the line denoting the seaward limit of Florida’s waters, as shown on the current edition 
of NOAA chart 11438 to 24° 40’00” N. lat., 83° 06’00” W. long.  Tortugas South is bounded 
by 24° 33’00” N. lat., 83° 09’00” W. long.; 24° 33’00” N. lat., 83° 05’00” W. long.; 24° 
18’00” N. lat., 83° 05’00” W. long.; 24° 18’00” N. lat., 83° 09’00” W. long.; 24° 33’00” N. 
lat., 83° 09’00” W. long. (50 CFR 622.34(d)). 
 

 Madison-Swanson and Steamboat Lumps closed areas: These areas are closed to all HMS 
fishing gears year-round, except that surface trolling is allowed from May through October, 
consistent with the recommendations from the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.  
The coordinates for the Madison-Swanson closed area are: 29° 17’ N. lat., 85° 50’ W. long .; 
29° 17’ N. lat., 85° 38 W. long.; 29° 06’ N. lat., 85° 38’ W. long.; 29° 06’ N. lat., 85° 50’ W. 
long.  The coordinates for the Steamboat Lumps closed area are:  28° 14’ N. lat., 84° 48’ W. 
long.; 28° 14’ N. lat., 84° 37’ W. long.; 28° 03’ N. lat., 84° 37’ W. long.; 28° 03’ N. lat., 84° 
48’ W. long.  Surface trolling is defined as fishing with lines trailing behind a vessel which is 
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in constant motion at speeds in excess of four knots with a visible wake.  Such trolling may 
not involve the use of downriggers, wire lines, planers, or similar devices. 

 

 Edges 40 Fathom Contour closed area:  This area is closed to all HMS fishing gears from 
January through April. Its coordinates are: 28º 51’ N. Lat., 85º 16’ W. Long. to 28º 51’ N. 
Lat., 85º 04’ W. Long. to 28º 14’ N. Lat., 84º 42’ W. Long. to 28º 14’ N. Lat, 84º 54’ W. 
Long.  
   

   
PELAGIC LONGLINE RESTRICTIONS WHEN FISHING IN THE NED 
When fishing in the NED, pelagic longline vessels are limited to possessing onboard and/or 
using only 18/0 or larger circle hooks with an offset not to exceed 10 degrees.  Only whole 
Atlantic mackerel and/or squid baits may be possessed and/or utilized with the allowed hooks, 
except that artificial bait may be possessed and used only with green-stick gear.  
 
 If green-stick gear is onboard, a vessel may possess up to 20 J-hooks.  J-hooks may be used only 
with green-stick gear, and no more than 10 hooks may be used at one time with each green-stick 
gear.  J-hooks used with green-stick gear may be no smaller than 1.5 inch (38.1 mm) when 
measured in a straight line over the longest distance from the eye to any other part of the hook.  
Pelagic longline vessels fishing within the NED must also possess and use sea turtle handling 
and release gear in compliance with NMFS’ careful release protocols.  The required handling 
and release gears are fully described in the document entitled “NMFS Approved Models For 
Equipment Needed For the Careful Release of Sea Turtles Caught in Hook and Line Fisheries.” 
The list of approved models is available on the HMS Management Division website at 
(http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/) and upon request from the HMS St. Petersburg Office.  
Also, a Technical Memorandum (NMFS-SEFSC-580) entitled “Careful Release Protocols for 
Sea Turtle Release with Minimal Injury,” and a placard entitled “Handling/Release Guidelines,” 
must be onboard.  These materials are available on the HMS Management Division website, or 
you can call (301) 427-8503 to request a waterproof copy.   
 
PELAGIC LONGLINE RESTRICTIONS WHEN FISHING OUTSIDE THE NED* 
Outside of the NED restricted area, pelagic longline vessels are limited, at all times, to 
possessing and/or using only 18/0 or larger circle hooks with an offset not to exceed 10 degrees, 
or 16/0 or larger non-offset circle hooks.  Only whole finfish and/or squid bait may be used on 
pelagic longlines.  If green-stick gear is onboard, a vessel may possess up to 20 J-hooks.  J-hooks 
may be used only with green-stick gear, and no more than 10 hooks may be used at one time 
with each green-stick gear.  J-hooks used with green-stick gear may be no smaller than 1.5 inch 
(38.1 mm) when measured in a straight line over the longest distance from the eye to any other 
part of the hook. 
 
*Special restrictions that apply to vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, with pelagic gear on board are 
listed separately below. 
 
RESTRICTIONS FOR VESSELS IN THE GULF OF MEXICO WITH PELAGIC 
LONGLINE GEAR ON BOARD 
In addition, vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, with pelagic longline gear onboard are prohibited 
from possessing, using, or deploying circle hooks that are constructed of round wire stock which 
is larger than 3.65 mm in diameter.  Two circle hook models that meet this requirement are 
Mustad Model 39988D – 16/0 and Eagle Claw Model L2048ELM -16/0. Live bait may not be 
used in the Gulf of Mexico.  Specifically, a person aboard a vessel with pelagic longline gear on 
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board shall not maintain live baitfish in any tank or well on board the vessel and shall not possess 
live baitfish or set up an aeration device on board the vessel.  This restriction on live bait is 
designed to reduce the catch of billfish on pelagic longline gear.  Vessels fishing with PLL gear 
in the Gulf of Mexico are restricted in the number of bluefin tuna they are allowed to 
possess and are prohibited from possessing any billfish.     
 
OTHER RESTRICTIONS FOR PELAGIC LONGLINE GEAR 
 If the total length of any gangion plus the length of any floatline is less than 100 meters, then 

the length of all gangions must be at least 10 percent longer than the length of the floatlines.  
(Pelagic longline only)  

 
 If pelagic longline gear is on board, all HMS pelagic longline vessels must possess and use 

only corrodible (i.e., non-stainless steel) 18/0 or 16/0 circle hooks depending on location. 
 

 Longline vessels may keep one bluefin tuna if 2,000 lbs (907 kg) of targeted catch is 
onboard, two bluefin tuna if 6,000 lbs (2,727 kg) of targeted catch is onboard, and three 
bluefin tuna if 30,000 lbs (13,620 kg) of targeted catch is onboard. 

 

 To protect pilot whales and Risso’s dolphins, pelagic longline vessel operators fishing in the 
Cape Hatteras Special Research Area(CHSRA) must contact NMFS at least 48 hours prior to 
a trip, and carry observers if requested.  The Pelagic Longline Take Reduction Plan also 
established a 20 nm upper limit on mainline length for all pelagic longline sets in the mid-
Atlantic Bight (MAB), and requires that an informational placard be displayed in the 
wheelhouse and on the working deck of all active pelagic longline vessels in the Atlantic 
fishery. For more information, please see: 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/mm/20090610_pltrtcompliance%20guide_FINAL.pdf 

 

 Vessels with pelagic longline gear onboard are not authorized to retain, transship, land, store, 
or sell great hammerhead, scalloped hammerhead, smooth hammerhead, and oceanic whitetip 
sharks.  
 
 

BOTTOM LONGLINE RESTRICTIONS 
 
TIME/AREA CLOSURES FOR USE OF BOTTOM LONGLINE GEAR 
NMFS has closed a number of areas to fishermen with HMS permits who have bottom longline 
gear on board.  These are listed as follows and shown in Figure 1.  Please see Section V for other 
time/area closures that may affect bottom longline gear including, but not limited to: Oculina 
Banks, Florida Middle Grounds Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC), Tortugas Marine 
Reserves, West and East Flower Garden Banks HAPC, Madison Swanson and Steamboat 
Lumps, and Edges 40 Fathom Contour 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Shark closed area is designed to reduce interactions with juvenile and/or 
prohibited sharks.  NMFS continues to explore methods of reducing bycatch in all HMS fisheries 
and for all gear types.  The other closures were implemented to complement closures 
implemented by the relevant Fishery Management Councils.   
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Figure 2.  Marine sanctuaries, Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs,), and time area 
closures that restrict use of bottom longline gear (BLL) in the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and Caribbean Sea.   
 
 
 The Mid-Atlantic Shark Area:  This area includes Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) and Habitat 

Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) for sandbar and dusky sharks, serving as nursery and 
pupping areas for these species.  The area is closed from January 1 through July 31.  “Mid-
Atlantic shark closed area” means the Atlantic Ocean area seaward of the inner boundary of 
the U.S.  EEZ at 3541' N. lat. just south of Oregon Inlet, North Carolina, and connecting by 
straight lines the following coordinates in the order stated: 3541' N. lat., 7525' W. long. 
proceeding due east to 3541' N. lat., 7451' W. long.; then proceeding southeast to 3530' N. 
lat, 7446' W. long.; then proceeding southwest, roughly following the 55 fathom mark, to 
3351' N. lat., 7624' W. long.; then proceeding due west to intersect the inner boundary of 
the U.S. EEZ at 3351' N. lat., 7753' W. long. near Cape Fear, North Carolina. 
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 Caribbean closed areas: To minimize impacts on EFH and to reduce fishing mortality on 
mutton snapper, red hind and other reef-dwelling species, fishing for HMS with bottom 
longline gear is prohibited year-round in seven distinct areas off the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico.  These areas are described in 50 CFR § 622.33(a)(1) – (a)(3).  These closures 
were implemented at the request of the Caribbean Fishery Management Council to 
complement and maintain consistency with the Caribbean Council management measures. 

 (A) Mutton Snapper Spawning Aggregation Area.  From March 1 through June 30 each year, 
fishing is prohibited in that part of the following area that is in the EEZ.  The area is bounded 
by rhumb lines connecting, in order, the points listed.   

 
Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  17o 37.8’  64 o 53.0’ 
 B  17 o 39.0’  64 o 53.0’ 
 C  17 o 39.0’  64 o 50.5’ 
 D  17 o 38.1’  64 o 50.5’ 
 E  17 o 37.8’  64 o 52.5’ 
 A  17 o 37.8’  64 o 53.0’ 

 
 (B) Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Areas 
  (i) East of St. Croix 
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  17o 50.2’  64 o 27.9’ 
 B  17 o 50.1’  64 o 26.1’ 
 C  17 o 49.2’  64 o 25.8’ 
 D  17 o 48.6’  64 o 25.8’ 
 E  17 o 48.1’  64 o 26.1’ 
 F  17 o 47.5’  64 o 26.9’ 
A  17 o 50.2’  64 o 27.9’ 

 
 (C) Tourmaline Bank 
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  18o 11.2’  67 o 22.4’ 
 B  18 o 11.2’  67 o 19.2’ 
 C  18 o 08.2’  67 o 19.2’ 
 D  18 o 08.2’  67 o 50.5’ 
 E  18 o 08.2’  64 o 52.5’ 

 
 (D) Abrir La Sierra Bank 
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  18o 06.5’  67 o 26.9’ 
 B  18 o 06.5’  67 o 23.9’ 
 C  18 o 03.5’  67 o 23.9’ 
 D  18 o 03.5’  67 o 26.9’ 
 E  18 o 06.5’  64 o 26.9’ 
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      (E) Grammanik Bank 
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  18o 11.898’  64 o 56.328’ 
 B  18 o 11.645’  64 o 56.225’ 
 C  18 o 11.058’  64 o 57.810’ 
 D  18 o 11.311’  64 o 57.913’ 
 E  18 o 11.898’  64 o 56.328’ 

 
     (F) Bajo de Sico  
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  18o 15.7’  64 o 26.4’ 
 B  18 o 15.7’  64 o 23.2’ 
 C  18 o 12.7’  64 o 23.2’ 
 D  18 o 12.7’  64 o 26.4’ 
 E  18 o 15.7’  64 o 26.4’ 

 
     (G) Hind Bank Marine Conservation District 
 

Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  18o 13.2’  65 o 06.0’ 
 B  18 o 13.2’  64 o 59.0’ 
 C  18 o 11.8’  64 o 59.0’ 
 D  18 o 10.7’  65 o 06.0’ 
 E  18 o 13.2’  65 o 06.0’ 

 
 South Atlantic Marine Protected Areas (MPAs):  
 

(A) Snowy Grouper Wreck.  Bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following 
points: 

 Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  33o 25’  77 o 04.75’ 
 B  33 o 34.75’  76 o 51.3’ 
 C  33 o 25.5’  76 o 46.5’ 
 D  33 o 15.75’  77 o 00.0’ 
 A  33 o 25’  77 o 04.75’ 

 
(B) Northern South Carolina: Bounded on the north by 32o 53.5’ N. lat.; on the south by 32o 

48.5’    
      N. lat.; on the east by 78o 04.75’ W. long.; and on the west by 78o 16.75’ W. long. 
 
(C) Edisto: Bounded on the north by 32o 24’ N. lat.; on the south by 32o 18.5’ N. lat.; on   
      the east by 78o 54.0’ W. long.; and on the west by 79o 06.0’ W. long. 
 
(D) Charleston Deep Artificial Reef: Bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order, the  

       following points: 
 Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
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 A  32 o 04’  79 o 12’ 
 B  32 o 08.5’  79 o 07.5’ 
 C  32 o 06’  79 o 05’ 
 D  32 o 01.5’  79 o 09.3’ 
 A  32 o 04’  79 o 12’ 

 
 

(E) Georgia: Bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following points: 
 Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  31 o 43’  79 o 31’ 
 B  31 o 43’  79 o 21’ 
 C  31 o 34’  79 o 29’ 
 D  31 o 34’  79 o 39’ 
 A  31 o 43’  79 o 31’ 

 
(F) North Florida:  Bounded on the north by 30 29’ N. lat.; on the south by 30 19’ N. lat.;  
      on the east by 80 02’ W. long.; and on the west by 80 14’ W. long. 
 
(G) St. Lucie Hump: Bounded on the north by 27 08’ N. lat.; on the south by 27 04’ N.  
      lat.; on the east by 79 58’ W. long.; and on the west by 80 00’ W. long. 
 
(H) East Hump: Bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following points: 
Point  North latitude  West longitude. 
 A  24 o 36.5’  80 o 45.5’ 
 B  24 o 32’  80 o 36’ 
 C  24 o 27.5’  80 o 38.5’ 
 D  24 o 32.5’  80 o 48’ 
 A  24 o 36.5’  80 o 45.5’ 

 
 The Oculina Banks: Fishing with a bottom longline, bottom trawl, dredge, pot, or trap is 

prohibited in the Oculina Bank by non-HMS regulations.  The area is bounded on the 
north by 27° 53' N, on the south by 27° 30' N, on the east by 79° 56' W, and on the west 
by 80° 00' W (50 CFR part 622). 
 

 The Florida Middle Grounds HAPC: Fishing with bottom longline, bottom trawl, dredge, 
pot, or trap fishing in the Florida Middle Grounds HAPC is prohibited year-round by 
non-HMS regulations.  The area is bounded by 28° 42.5’ N lat., 84° 24.8’ W. long.; 28° 
42.5’ N lat., 84° 16.3’ W. long.; 28° 11.0’ N lat., 84° 0.00’ W. long.; 28° 11.0’ N lat., 84° 
07.0’ W. long.; 28° 26.6’ N lat., 84° 24.8’ W. long.; 28° 42.5’ N lat., 84° 24.8’ W. long. 
(50 CFR § 622.34(b)). 

 The West and East Flower Garden Banks HAPC:  Fishing with bottom longline, bottom 
trawl, dredge, pot, or trap fishing in the West and East Flower Garden Banks HAPC is 
prohibited year-round by non-HMS regulations.  The area is geographically centered at 
27° 52’14.21” N. lat., 93° 48’54.79” W. long. and 27° 55’07.44” N. lat., 93° 36’08.49” 
W. long., respectively.  The HAPC extends from these centers to the 50-fathom (300-ft) 
(91.4-m) isobath (50 CFR § 622.34(j)). 
 

 Other Marine Protected Areas (MPAs):  Throughout the United States, there are a 
number of marine protected areas that may affect fishing activities.  More information on 
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marine protected areas can be found at http://www.mpa.gov. 
 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF BOTTOM LONGLINE GEAR 
Generally, in HMS fisheries, only commercial shark fishermen use bottom longline gear.  These 
fishermen only need a limited- access commercial shark federal limited access permit.  
Fishermen holding the three permits listed above for pelagic longline gear may also use bottom 
longline gear.  Prior to renewing or obtaining a shark limited access permit, fishermen must 
attend a Protected Species Safe Handling, Release, and Identification Workshop and obtain a 
certificate.  A copy of the workshop certificate must be included in the permit application 
package.  For more information on workshops, see Section XIII. 

 
OTHER RESTRICTIONS FOR BOTTOM LONGLINE GEAR 
 If bottom longline gear is on board, only corrodible (i.e., non-stainless steel) hooks may be 

deployed or possessed on board.  At this time, there are no hook size or bait restrictions. 
 
SHARK GILLNET GEAR RESTRICTIONS 
 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF SHARK GILLNET GEAR 
 
Only commercial shark fishermen can use gillnet gear in HMS fisheries.  These fishermen must 
possess a limited-access commercial (directed or incidental) shark federal limited access permit.  
Prior to renewing or obtaining a shark limited access permit, fishermen must attend a Protected 
Species Safe Handling, Release, and Identification Workshop and obtain a certificate.  A copy of 
the workshop certificate must be included in the permit application package.  For more 
information on workshops, see Section XIII. 
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TIME/AREA CLOSURES FOR USE OF GILLNET GEAR 
 

 
 
 
Figure 3.  Marine sanctuaries, HAPCs, and time area closuresclosures that may restrict the 
useuse of gillnet gear in the Atlantic Ocean,, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean Sea.   
 
 Southeast U.S. Restricted Areas: NMFS regulations established per the Atlantic Large Whale 

Take Reduction Plan restrict shark gillnet fishing each year from November 15 to April 15 in 
the area from 27°51'N latitude (near Sebastian Inlet, FL) to 32º00’ N lat. (near Georgia/South 
Carolina border) from shore eastward to 80º00’ W long., and off South Carolina, within 35 
nautical miles (nm) of shore (Figure 3). Little River Inlet, SC, is not located in the Southeast 
U.S. Restricted Area.  (50 CFR 229.32 (f)).   

 NMFS prohibits the use of gillnets in the Southeast U.S. Restricted Area North (restricted 
area north of 29°00'N latitude) from November 15 - April 15. 

 NMFS prohibits gillnet fishing  in the Southeast U.S. Restricted Area South (restricted area 
south of 29°00'N latitude) from December 1 - March 31.  Fishing for sharks with gillnet with 
5 inches or greater stretched mesh is exempt from the prohibition under limited conditions 
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(50 CFR 229.32 (f)(2)(iii)). 
 Southeast U.S. Monitoring Area: The Monitoring Area consists of the area from 27°51' N. 

lat. (near Sebastian Inlet, FL) south to 26°46.50' N. lat. (near West Palm Beach, FL), 
extending from the shoreline out to 80°00' W. long..  Observer coverage, gear marking, and 
vessel monitoring systems are required in this area. 

 

 For additional information: 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/sharks/2007/Gillnetters%20Guide%20to%20New%20AL
WTRT%20Regs%2012-11-07.pdf 

 
OTHER RESTRICTIONS FOR USE OF GILLNET GEAR  
 
No person may fish for sharks with a gillnet with a total length of 2.5 km or more. No person 
may have on board a vessel a gillnet with a total length of 2.5 km or more. 
 
While fishing with a gillnet for, or in possession of, any federally managed Atlantic shark 
species, the gillnet must remain attached to at least one vessel at one end, except during net 
checks. 
 
Vessel operators fishing with gillnets must conduct net checks every 0.5 to 2 hours to look for 
and remove any sea turtles, marine mammals or smalltooth sawfish.  
 
VMS REQUIREMENTS (VMS) 
 
Effective January 1, 2012, any new or replacement Enhanced Mobile Transmitting (E-MTU) 
VMS units must be installed by a qualified marine electrician.  Effective March 1, 2012, a 
declaration system, where vessel operators must declare their target species and gear type(s) on 
board two hours prior to departing from port and provide NMFS advanced notice of landing 
three hours before a trip has been completed.   
 
All vessels with pelagic longline gear on board must have a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 
unit installed and operating.  All vessels with bottom longline gear on board off South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Virginia between 33N and 3630’N from January through July must have a 
VMS unit installed and operating, and all vessels issued a directed shark limited access permit 
with gillnet gear on board during the right whale calving season from November 15 to April 15, 
regardless of location, must have a unit VMS installed and operating.  Vessels owners that are 
required to use VMS in HMS fisheries are eligible to receive reimbursement funds (up to 
$3,100/unit) for procuring Enhanced Mobile Transmitting Unit (E-MTU) VMS units.  The 
reimbursement does not cover installation or communication costs.   
 
Vessel monitoring systems are used to track the location and fishing activity of pelagic longline 
vessels year-round, bottom longline vessels fishing in the vicinity of the mid-Atlantic shark 
closure from January through July, and gillnet vessels consistent with the Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Plan.  Pelagic longline, bottom longline, and gillnet vessels that are required to 
carry VMS must turn on their VMS units two hours before leaving port for a fishing trip, and 
their units must report vessel position at one hour intervals.   Pelagic longline, bottom longline, 
and gillnet vessels are allowed to shut off their VMS units once they return to port at the 
conclusion of a fishing trip.  If suspicious fishing activity is detected via a fishing vessel's VMS 
signal (including the sudden failure of a vessel's VMS unit to report positional information), 
NMFS Office of Law Enforcement and/or the U.S. Coast Guard may investigate, including at-



See 50 CFR part 635 for the current Atlantic HMS regulations and 50 CFR part 300 subpart M for the ITP 
regulations.  Regulations may change, and if disparities with this guide exist, the regulations prevail. 

 
26

sea boarding, overflight, or meeting the fishing vessel once it returns to port.  The VMS system 
also allows pelagic longline, bottom longline, and gillnet vessels to transit through areas closed 
to pelagic longline and/or bottom longline gear. 
 
To determine compliance with the closed area restrictions,  NMFS Office of Law Enforcement 
and the U.S. Coast Guard use the definitions for pelagic and bottom longline gear (see Section 
IV) to determine if a vessel is fishing with pelagic or bottom longline gear.  The species 
composition of the catch on board the vessel or landed can be used to differentiate between these 
gear types.  As such, bottom longline vessels fishing in areas closed to pelagic longline gear may 
not possess or land pelagic species in a quantity that exceeds 5 percent of the total weight of all 
indicator species (demersal and pelagic).  Conversely, pelagic longline vessels fishing in areas 
closed to bottom longline fishing cannot possess or land demersal species in a quantity that 
exceeds 5 percent of the total weight of all indicator species (demersal and pelagic).  The species 
that qualify as pelagic and demersal indicator species are: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROTECTED RESOURCE SPECIES INTERACTIONS 
If a marine mammal, smalltooth sawfish, or sea turtle is hooked or entangled in pelagicpelagic 
longline, bottom longline, and/or gillnet gear, the animal must be released following approved 
handling and release guidelines.  Once the animal has been released, the gear must be retrieved 
and the vessel must move at least 1 nautical mile from the location of the incident before 
resuming fishing.  Marine mammal entanglements must be reported to NMFS within 48 hours 
after the end of the trip.  The reporting form is available from the Office of Protected Resources 

PELAGIC INDICATOR SPECIES 
DOLPHINFISH 
SHARK, BLUE 
SHARK, OCEANIC WHITETIP 
SHARK, PORBEAGLE 
SHARK, SHORTFIN MAKO 
SHARK, THRESHER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA, ALBACORE 
TUNA, BLUEFIN 
TUNA, BIGEYE 
TUNA, SKIPJACK 
TUNA, YELLOWFIN 
WAHOO 

DEMERSAL INDICATOR SPECIES 
GROUPER, BLACK SHARK, NURSE 
GROUPER, GAG SHARK, SANDBAR 
GROUPER, MARBLED SHARK, SPINNER 
GROUPER, MISTY SHARK, TIGER 
GROUPER, RED SNAPPER, BLACKFIN 
GROUPER, SNOWY SNAPPER, CUBERA 
GROUPER, WARSAW SNAPPER, DOG 
GROUPER,  
YELLOWEDGE 

SNAPPER, MANGROVE

GROUPER, YELLOWFIN SNAPPER, LANE 
HIND, RED SNAPPER, MUTTON 
HIND, ROCK SNAPPER, QUEEN 
HIND, SPECKLED SNAPPER, RED 
SHARK, ATL.  
SHARPNOSE 

SNAPPER, 
SCHOOLMASTER 

SHARK, BLACKNOSE SNAPPER, SILK 
SHARK, BLACKTIP  SNAPPER, VERMILION 
SHARK, BONNETHEAD SNAPPER, 

YELLOWTAIL 
SHARK, BULL TILEFISH 
SHARK, FINETOOTH TILEFISH, BLUELINE 
SHARK, LEMON  
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at (301) 713-2322. 
 
Marine mammals 
For large whales caught alive and on the line, immediately contact the Atlantic Large Whale 
Disentanglement Network  Hotline at: (866) 755-NOAA..  For small marine mammals, gently 
bring the mammal alongside the vessel and work the tangle off the mammal as quickly as 
possible.  When a small marine mammal is hooked, if possible, cut off the barb of the hook with 
long handled bolt cutters, and then cut the line as close to the hook as possible. 
 
Smalltooth sawfish 
All smalltooth sawfish must be released in a manner that will ensure maximum probability of 
survival, but without removing the fish from the water or any research tags from the fish.  While 
attempting to dehook a smalltooth sawfish, the fish should be kept in the water while maintaining 
water flow over the gills and examined for research tags.  The animal should not be dehooked if 
the hook is in the rostrum; if the animal cannot be dehooked, cut the line as close to the hook as 
possible.   
 
Sea turtles 
Sea turtles must be released using specified gear and safe handling/release guidelines.  Owners 
and operators of all longline and gillnet vessels must attend a Protected Species Safe Handling, 
Release, and Identification Workshop and obtain a certificate.  A copy of the workshop 
certificate must be included in the permit application package.  Please see Section XIII for more 
information on workshops.    
 
Both pelagic and bottom longline vessels are also required to carry a Technical Memorandum 
(NMFS-SEFSC-580) entitled “Careful Release Protocols for Sea Turtle Release with Minimal 
Injury,” and a plastic placard entitled “Sea Turtle Handling/Release Guidelines: Quick Reference 
for Atlantic Longline Gear.”  The placard must be posted inside the wheelhouse to provide 
readily accessible information concerning a sea turtle interaction.  Additionally, safe handling 
and release gear must be onboard each pelagic and bottom longline vessel and must be used in 
compliance with the Safe Handling/Release guidelines.  Specifications for the required gear are 
fully described in a document entitled “NMFS Approved Models for Equipment Needed for The 
Careful Release of Sea Turtles Caught in Hook and Line Fisheries.”  For information regarding 
these specifications, please contact the HMS Management Division at (301) 427-8503 or visit the 
this link on the HMS web page: 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/GearGear%20Rule/Sea_Turtle_Mitigation_Gear_Approved_
List_9_23_2008.pdf. 
 
If a sea turtle is dead when gear on the fishing vessel is retrieved, the animal should be removed 
from the gear as if it were alive and released into the water, preferably away from fishing 
activities.  The mortality must be reported to NMFS (800) 858-0624 within 48 hours of returning 
to port. 

 
VII. COMMERCIAL FISHING PERMITS 
 
The type of permit(s) required to commercially harvest and sell HMS depends upon three things:  
1) the type of fishing being conducted (i.e., commercial or recreational), (2) the species being 
targeted, and 3) the gear being used.  See the table below and the appropriate section(s) in this 
guide to determine which permit(s) are required.  Please note that Federal commercial HMS 


