billfish. Please see other sections in this guide for regulations pertaining to all gears that may
also apply to pelagic longlines.

e If bottom longline gear is on board, hooks must be corrodible and non-stainless steel. At this
time there are no hook size or bait restrictions.

e Vessels fishing with longline and gillnet gear must possess valid Protected Species Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification workshop certificates onboard for both the owner and

operator.

VIlI. COMMERCIAL FISHING PERMITS

The type of permit(s) required to commercially harvest and sell HMS depends upon three things:
1) the type of fishing being conducted, the species being targeted, and 3) the gear being used.
See the table below and the appropriate section(s) in this guide to determine which permit(s) are

required.

Species Gears Permits Needed

Swordfish | Handgear* or longline 1. Shark Limited Access Permit: Directed (allows for

targeting of sharks) OR Incidental (limited
* Buoy gear may onlybe number of shark allowed per trip)
ppssessed or utlllzgd by swordfish AND
directed or swordfish handgear ) .. ) ]
limited access permit holders 2. Swordfish Limited Access Permit: Directed
(allows for targeting of swordfish) OR
Incidental (limited number of swordfish allowed
per trip)
AND
3. Atlantic tunas Longline category Permit (allows
targeting of tunas other than Bluefin. NOTE:
An Atlantic tunas General category permit may
not be substituted for the tuna Longline category
permit).
Handgear only (handline, Swordfish Handgear Limited Access Permit (allows
buoy gear, harpoon, rod and targeting of swordfish with handgear)
reel, or bandit gear)

Shark Rod and reel, handline, Shark Limited Access Permit: Directed (allows for
bandit gear, longline, or targeting of sharks) OR Incidental (limited
gillnet number of shark allowed per trip)

Bluefin Rod & Reel, Handline, 1. Atlantic tunas General category OR

Tuna and/or Bandit gear 2. HMS Charter/Headboat Vessel Permit
Greenstick 1. Atlantic tunas General category OR

2. HMS Charter/Headboat OR

3. Atlantic tunas Longline category
Purse Seine Atlantic tunas Purse Seine Permit
Harpoon 1. Atlantic tunas Harpoon category OR

2. Atlantic tunas General category

Pound Net / Fish Weir

Trap — Incidental only

Please see 50 CFR part 635 for the current Atlantic HMS regulations, as regulations are subject to change. October 2008
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Species Gears Permits Needed

Pelagic Longline Atlantic tunas Longline category — Incidental only
‘BAYS’ Harpoon 1. Atlantic tunas Harpoon category OR
Tunas 2. Atlantic tunas General category
(Bigeye, Greenstick 1. Atlantic tunas General category OR
Yellowfin, 2. HMS Charter/Headboat OR
Albacore, 3. Atlantic tunas Longline category
and Any authorized gear other 1. Atlantic tunas General category OR
Skipjack) | than Purse Seine, Longline, | 2. HMS Charter/Headboat OR

3.

and Speargun

Atlantic tunas Harpoon category

Purse Seine

Atlantic tunas Purse Seine category

Longline

1. Shark Limited Access Permit: Directed (allows for
targeting of sharks) OR Incidental (limited
number of shark allowed per trip)

AND

2. Swordfish Limited Access Permit: Directed
(allows for targeting of swordfish) OR
Incidental (limited number of swordfish allowed
per trip)

AND

3. Atlantic tunas Longline category Permit (allows
for targeting of tunas other than Bluefin. An
Atlantic tunas General category permit is not an
acceptable substitute for the tuna Longline
category permit).

ViIl. COMMERCIAL SHARK FISHING

PERMITS

Any fishermen who fishes for, retains, possesses, sells, or intends to sell, Atlantic sharks needs a
Federal Atlantic Directed or Incidental shark limited access permit. Generally, directed shark
permits allow fishermen to target sharks while incidental permits allow fishermen who normally
fish for other species to land a limited number of sharks. These permits are administered under a
limited access program and NMFS is no longer issuing new shark permits. To obtain a permit,
fishermen must transfer a permit, within the upgrading restrictions, from a permit holder who is
leaving the fishery. For information on permit renewals and transfers please contact the
Southeast Region Permit Office at (727) 824-5326.

A Directed shark permit allows fishermen to retain 33 non-sandbar large coastal sharks
(LCS) per vessel per trip. There is no directed retention limit for pelagic sharks or small
coastal sharks. Additionally, no prohibited species may be retained.

An Incidental permit allows fishermen to retain up to 3 non-sandbar LCS per vessel per
trip. Fishermen may also keep up to a total of 16 pelagic or small coastal sharks (all species
combined) per vessel per trip. Additionally, no prohibited species may be retained.

Please see 50 CFR part 635 for the current Atlantic HMS regulations, as regulations are subject to change. October 2008
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