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Purse seine – A purse seine is a floated and weighted encircling net that is closed (“pursed”) by 
means of a drawstring threaded through the bottom of the net. 
 
Circle Hook – A hook originally designed and manufactured so that the point of the hook is 
turned perpendicularly back toward the shank of the hook to form a generally circular or oval 
shape.  Circle hooks are required for pelagic longline gear.   
 
Speargun - a muscle-powered speargun equipped with a trigger mechanism, a spear with a tip 
designed to penetrate and retain fish, and terminal gear.  Terminal gear may include, but is not 
limited to, trailing lines, reels, and floats. The term “muscle-powered speargun” means a 
speargun that stores potential energy provided from the operator's muscles, and that releases only 
the amount of energy that the operator has provided to it from his or her own muscles.  Common 
energy storing methods for muscle-powered spearguns include compressing air and springs, and 
the stretching of rubber bands. 
 
Weak Hook – A circle hook that is constructed of round wire stock which is less than 3.65 mm 
in diameter.   
 
V. GENERAL RESTRICTIONS 
 
GEAR MARKING 
Fishermen deploying handline, buoy gear, harpoon, longline, and gillnet gear must mark their 
floats with their vessel identification number, vessel name, and Atlantic tunas or limited access 
permit number.  Additional information concerning gear marking requirements can be found at 
50 CFR Part 635.6. 

 
HIGH SEAS FISHING 
In addition to the appropriate HMS permit, a High Seas Fishing permit permit is required for all 
U.S. vessels commercially fishing on the High Seas.  To apply for a High Seas Fishing Permit, 
contact NMFS Office of International Affairs (F/IA), 1315 East-West Highway, Room 12659, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910, or call (301) 713-9090 or -2276.  Generally, U.S. flagged vessels 
must comply with U.S. domestic regulations that pertain to Atlantic HMS while fishing outside 
the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in the Atlantic.  Some U.S. citizens, even on foreign-flagged 
vessels, may need an exempted fishing permit.  Please call the HMS Management Division at 
(301) 427-8503 for more information.   
 
FISHING FOR HMS IN STATE WATERS 
Both the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act have provisions that allow NMFS to apply federal regulations to state waters.  
In general, Atlantic HMS permit holders must abide by all applicable federal regulations, 
regardless of where fishing occurs, including in state waters.  When fishing in the waters of a 
state with more stringent regulations, vessels must abide by the more restrictive state regulations.  
However, as reflected in this Guide, the regulations are species and situation-specific.  Please 
call the HMS Management Division at (301) 427-8503 for more information. 
 
SECONDARY GEARS 
Secondary, or “cockpit,” gears may be used only at boatside to aid and assist in subduing, or 
bringing onboard a vessel, Atlantic HMS that have first been caught or captured using primary 
authorized gears.  Secondary gears include, but are not limited to, dart harpoons, gaffs, tail ropes, 
etc.  Secondary gears may not be used to capture, or attempt to capture, free-swimming or 
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undersized HMS. 
 
SPEARGUN RESTRICTIONS 
Speargun fishing gear is only authorized for the recreational harvest of BAYS tunas.  To fish 
with a speargun, a vessel must be issued an Atlantic HMS Angling or Charter/Headboat permit.  
Persons fishing for Atlantic BAYS tunas using speargun gear must be physically in the water 
when the speargun is fired or discharged.  No other HMS may be taken with speargun fishing 
gear, including bluefin tuna, swordfish, sharks, sailfish, spearfishes, roundscale spearfish, or 
white or blue marlin. 
 
TRANSFER AT SEA 
Atlantic tuna, blue marlin, white marlin, roundscale spearfish, or swordfish may not be 
transferred at sea in the Atlantic Ocean, regardless of where the fish was harvested.  An owner or 
operator of a vessel for which a Purse Seine category Atlantic Tunas category permit has been 
issued under § 635.4 may transfer large medium and giant BFT at sea from the net of the 
catching vessel to another vessel for which a Purse Seine category Atlantic Tunas permit has 
been issued, provided the amount transferred does not cause the receiving vessel to exceed its 
currently authorized vessel allocation, including incidental catch limits.  Shark and sailfish may 
not be transferred at sea, shoreward of the outer boundary of the EEZ, regardless of where the 
shark was harvested, and persons may not transfer at sea a shark or a sailfish taken shoreward of 
the outer boundary of the EEZ, regardless of where the transfer takes place. 
 
VI. PELAGIC LONGLINE, BOTTOM LONGLINE, AND SHARK 
GILLNET RESTRICTIONS  
 
Vessels fishing with longline and gillnet gear must possess valid Protected Species Safe 
Handling, Release, and Identification Workshop certificates onboard for both the owner and 
operator. 
 
PELAGIC LONGLINE RESTRICTIONS 
 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF PELAGIC LONGLINE GEAR 
Generally to fish with pelagic longline gear, fishermen must possess all three valid, limited-
access HMS permits listed below.  These permits are: 
 
  1. Directed or incidental swordfish permit (a swordfish handgear permit is not acceptable); 

AND, 
  2. Directed or incidental shark permit; AND, 
  3. Atlantic tunas Longline category permit (an Atlantic tunas General category permit is not an 

acceptable substitute for the Atlantic tunas Longline category permit). 
 
Fishermen with only a federal shark permit may also use pelagic longline gear, however, they 
must discard all swordfish and tunas caught.  These permits are administered under a limited 
access program.  Permits may only be obtained by transferring the permit, within the upgrading 
restrictions, from a permit holder who is leaving the fishery.  All fishermen using pelagic 
longline gear must comply with the gear restrictions described below.  Prior to renewing or 
obtaining a commercial swordfish or shark limited access permit, fishermen must attend a 
Protected Species Safe Handling, Release, and Identification workshop and obtain a certificate.  
A copy of the workshop certificate must be included in the permit application package.  For 
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