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IV. SWORDFISH 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Bi-weekly reports must be completed by all federally permitted dealers that 
receive Atlantic swordfish from a vessel.  Reporting forms are distributed to 
dealers following the receipt of their permits.  For information on additional 
reporting forms, see below. 

Bi-weekly reports for any Atlantic swordfish that are received by a permitted 
Atlantic swordfish dealer between the 1st and 15th of each month must be  
completed and received by the appropriate NMFS office by the 25th of that 
month.  Bi-weekly reports for swordfish received between the 16th and the last 
day of each month must be completed and received by the appropriate NMFS 
office by the 10th day of the following month.  NOTE: If no swordfish were 
received during a reporting period, dealers must still submit a report stating no  
swordfish species were received for that period (i.e., “no fish” requirement).   

Dealers must keep copies of all reports for a period of two years from the date 
that the report was required to be received by NMFS.   

Southeast region  
Dealers located in the Southeast Region (North Carolina through Texas, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) must fax (305) 361-4460, 
electronically send (Heather.Balchowsky@noaa.gov), or mail completed 
reports to NMFS at the Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 75 Virginia Beach 
Dr. Miami, FL 33149, or in the pre-addressed envelopes included with 
reporting supplies.      

Additional reporting forms for the dealers in the Southeast Region can be  
obtained at the following website:  http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/
flsformsdownload.jsp under “Dealer Logbook Forms” and selecting 
“HMS_Dealer.pdf” (bottom of the page) or by contacting the NMFS Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center at (305) 361-4581. 

Northeast region 
Dealers located in the Northeast Region (Virginia through Maine) may utilize 
several methods to submit their information.  Dealers that have another 
Federal permit issued by the Northeast Regional Office (NERO), and are 
required to report electronically, must also report all landed fish through any 
of the  
approved electronic reporting methods (to NERO or SAFIS).  Atlantic  
swordfish dealers that do not also have a NERO dealer permit must submit a bi
-weekly report to their local port office. 

Additional reporting forms for dealers in the Northeast Region can be obtained 
by contacting their local port office or by email to: reporting.ne@noaa.gov. 

RESTRICTIONS 
From U.S. vessels, Atlantic swordfish dealers may only receive swordfish that 
are of the legal size limit for commercial swordfish.  There are two permissible 
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ways to measure swordfish for a minimum size requirement.  Which of the 
measurements used to determine if a swordfish is of legal size depends on 
whether or not the head is naturally attached to the carcass.  
 
If the head is naturally attached, the fish must be at least 47" (119 cm) lower 
jaw fork length (LJFL): Straight line measurement from the tip of the lower jaw 
to the fork of the tail.   

 
If the head is removed prior to or at the time of landing, the fish must be at least 
29" (73 cm) cleithrum to caudal keel (CK): Curved length measurement from 
cleithrum to caudal keel.   
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A dealer who holds an ITP (see section VI) may only import into the United 
States and Atlantic swordfish or parts of Atlantic swordfish that weigh at least 
33 lb dw. 




