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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Documentation Requests: 

All documents cited in the SAFE report, as well as additional copies of the report, are 
available from the Highly Migratory Species Management Division, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service: 

Othel Freeman 
1315 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Phone: (301) 713-2347 

Fax: (301) 713-1917 

Dealer Permits: 

Tuna dealer permits are issued out of the Northeast Regional Office of NMFS (978-281-
9370), shark and swordfish dealer permits are issued out of the NMFS Southeast Regional Office 
(727-570-5326). 

Atlantic Tuna Permits: 

Questions regarding the Atlantic tunas permit process should be directed to Commerce 
One Customer Service at (888) 872-8862, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern 
Time. Fishermen may also listen to or view updates to the regulations via the toll-free automated 
telephone system or the website (www.nmfspermits.com). 

Atlantic Shark and Swordfish Permits: 

Questions regarding renewals or transfers of shark and swordfish limited access permits 
should be directed to the NMFS Southeast Regional Office (727-570-5326). 

Charter/Headboat Permits: 

Questions regarding the Highly Migratory Species Charter/Headboat permit process 
should be directed to Commerce One Customer Service at (888) 872-8862, Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern Time. Fishermen may also listen to or view updates to the 
regulations via the toll-free automated telephone system or the website (www.nmfspermits.com). 

HMS Infoline and Website 

Information on regulations, public meetings, and landings reports can be obtained from the 
HMS Infoline at (800) 894-5528 or the website (www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hmspg.html). 

Cover Photo Credit: Rick Martin, ReefQuest.com 











































































































































































































FLORID EAST COAST FLORIDA GULF COAST NORTH CAROLINA TOTAL 

Species Caught Kept Other 
Kill 

Tagged/ 
Released 

Caught Kept Other 
Kill 

Tagged/ 
Released 

Caught Kept Other 
Kill 

Tagged/ 
Released 

Caught Kept Other 
Kill 

Tagged/ 
Released 

Blacknose 22 22 5 1 4 27 1 26 

Thresher 1 1 1 1 

Shortfin mako 11 11 11 11 

LCS 555 391 81 83 1113 913 144 56 2672 2107 108 457 4340 3411 333 596 

SCS 1093 1 1088 4 63 1 62 310 8 302 1466 10 1452 4 

Pelagic 1 1 11 11 12 12 

Total 1649 393 1169 87 1176 914 206 56 2993 2126 410 457 5818 3433 1785 600 

Section 4: Fishery Data Update  2002 SAFE Report for Atlantic 
HMS 4-39 
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