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BFT Lengths and Welights at Age

Length | Weight |
Current Size . Age”
Classifications Curved Fork Length | Straight Fork Length | RN | S—
Inches | Cemimet‘ers| Inches | Centimeters |
Young ?choo\ 12 | 30 | 11 | 28 | 1 | |0 |
(0to 27" CFL) 23 58 b7 55 3 2 1
School
(27 to 47" CFL) 33 || e84 || 31 || 80 | 23 | 11 |2 |
42 108 40 103 49 22 3
Large School
(47 10 59" CFL) 51 | 130 | 49 || 124 | 8 | 3B |4 |
Small Medium 59 150 56 143 130 59
(59 to 73" CFL)
67 169 63 161 184 83 6
Large Medium
(7310 81" CFL) 74 187 70 e | 245 | 111 |7 |
80 203 76 193 313 142
Giant
(81" or greater
CFL)
86 | 218 |[ 82 | 207 | 385 || 175 |9 |
o1 | 232 | 87 | 22t | 461 | 209 |10 |
96 | 244 [ 92 ] 233 | 539 | 245 | 11 |
101 || 256 || 98 || 244 | e18 | 281 |12 |
105 | 267 | 100 | 254 | 99 | 317 |13 |
109 || 277 | 104 | 264 | 778 | 33 |[14 |
113 || 286 || 107 | 273 | 857 | 389 |[15 |
116 | 295 [ 111 | 2861 | 935 | 424 |16 |
119 | 303 | 114 | 288 | 1010 | 498 |[17 |
122 || 310 | 116 | 285 | 1084 | 492 |[18 |
126 || 37 || 119 | 302 | 1154 | 524 |19 |
127 || 323 || 121 || 308 | 1222 | 555 | 20 |
144 || 365 || 137 | 47 || 1742 | 791 | 30 |
151 | 3684 | 144 | 365 | 2020 | 916 | 40

Mote: To convert dressed length to whole length multiply dressed length in inches by 1.35.
*Approximafe averages



BFT Maturity Curve
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Figure 5: Estimated maturity curves for western bluefin from 7.5, landings (blue line), Japanese data
(red line) and both fleets combined (green line).

Source: Diaz and Turner 2006 (SCRS 2006/090)
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metric tons

Commercial Landings by Area
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Ex-vessel Revenues by Category
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number of permits

Fishery Participation —
Permits by Category
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Fishery Participation —
Permits by Area for 2000 and 2007
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Recreational Landings by Area

Number of fish
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Weekly recreational bluefin tuna landings by month and week

from Ocean City for June 01 to Early October, 2002-2007

Numbers of Tuna Landed
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Cumulative weekly recreational bluefin tuna landings by month
and week from Ocean City for June to early October, 1999-2007
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Distribution of Angling Category BFT 7/2002-2007

LPIS
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Anmual Distributiom of Angling Category BET Z00Z2-2007
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2007 Recreational and Commercial

Quota and Landings
(In mt)

1400

@ 2007 Quota 1184

1200 @ 2007 Landings

1000

800

metric tons
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400 362
194
School LS/SM* LM/G

*[Total mt landed=362: 256 mt (71%) LS and 106 mt SM

(29%)]
Size Class 2007 Avg Wt (*2004-2006 Mean)
School 16 kg*
Large School 38 kg*
Small Medium 68 kg*
Large Medium/Giant 130 kg




2007 Recreational and Commercial
Quota and Landings

(iIn mt and number of fish)
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BFT Import/Export Trends
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BFT Imports by Flag Country
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Average Round Weights of Domestic Landings

vs. Imports, 1983-2007
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Average Round Weights of Domestic Landings
vs. Imports, 1983-2007
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Average Round Weights of Domestic Landings
vs. Imports, 1983-2007
Longline




Average Round Weights of Domestic Landings
vs. Imports, 1983-2007
Purse Seine




Atlantic BFT Trade
Imports and Exports (mt)
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Atlantic BFT Adjusted Quotas,
Landings, and Trade
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International Reporting

A Complex Journey with the United States as a Runway
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Management Tools

Quota distribution
Per ATCA, the domestic quota equals the ICCAT-recommended
U.S. TAC
— % allocations by permit category (FMP)
— Area (North/South) subquotas (General, Longline, Angling categories)
— Time period subquotas (General category)

— % limits on certain sizes (school and trophy BFT by recreational
anglers)

Effort controls
— Retention limits (various size classes)
— Restricted Fishing Days (General category)
Time/area closures (Longline)
Target catch requirements for incidental retention (Longline)
Inseason actions (General, Charter/[Headboat, Angling categories)
— Increase/decrease retention limits
— Close/reopen fishery



What people are saying about
decline in BFT landings

We've heard from fishermen and researchers that decline
may be due to...

« distribution changes due to water temperature & ocean
conditions

e change in availability of forage fish, such as herring
— due to fishing, e.g., herring fishery
— due to predation, e.g., by dogfish

« overfishing of BFT throughout the Atlantic, especially
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
— recruitment overfishing
— growth overfishing
— added impact of stock mixing



Atlantic BFT Catches per Decade

Fromentin & Powers, 2005: Atlantic bluefin tuna: population dynamics, ecology,
fisheries and management Fish and Flsherles 2005 6, 281-306.
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