
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement

Case HighlightsCase Highlights



Northeast Enforcement Northeast Enforcement 
Di i iDi i iDivisionDivision

••SwordfishSwordfish
••BluefinBluefin TunaTunaBluefinBluefin TunaTuna
••YellowfinYellowfin TunaTuna
••ObserversObservers••ObserversObservers



HMS HMS Swordfish InvestigationsSwordfish Investigationsgg
•• 3 Subjects from 3 Subjects from 

Ogunquit, MaineOgunquit, MaineOgunquit, MaineOgunquit, Maine
•• 2 Atlantic Swordfish 2 Atlantic Swordfish 

caught without an caught without an gg
HMS PermitHMS Permit

•• Prohibited barter or Prohibited barter or 
sale of loins to sale of loins to 
unpermitted dealerunpermitted dealer

•• Jointly Investigated Jointly Investigated 
by OLE by OLE –– Newcastle, Newcastle, 
NH & Maine MarineNH & Maine MarineNH & Maine Marine NH & Maine Marine 
PatrolPatrol



HMS HMS Swordfish…continuedSwordfish…continued

•• Tuna dealer Tuna dealer 
P h d dfi hP h d dfi h•• Purchased swordfish Purchased swordfish 
without a valid without a valid 
Atlantic SwordfishAtlantic SwordfishAtlantic Swordfish Atlantic Swordfish 
Dealer PermitDealer Permit

•• Failed to reportFailed to report•• Failed to report Failed to report 
purchasepurchase

•• Investigated by OLEInvestigated by OLE ––Investigated by OLE Investigated by OLE 
Portland, MEPortland, ME



Undersized Atlantic Undersized Atlantic BluefinBluefin Tuna Tuna 

•• Tuna fisherman Tuna fisherman 
landed ABT in landed ABT in 

th i d fth i d funauthorized form unauthorized form 
(fillets)(fillets)

•• ABT was undersizedABT was undersized•• ABT was undersizedABT was undersized
•• NOAA OLE Boston, NOAA OLE Boston, 

MA officeMA officeMA office.MA office.



Undersized Atlantic Undersized Atlantic BluefinBluefin
ddTuna….continued Tuna….continued 

•• Tuna fisherman Tuna fisherman 
landed undersized landed undersized 
ABTABTABTABT

•• Sold to MA dealerSold to MA dealer
d bd b•• Detected by Maine Detected by Maine 

Marine Patrol officersMarine Patrol officers
NOAA OLENOAA OLE P tl dP tl d•• NOAA OLE NOAA OLE –– Portland, Portland, 
ME officeME office



YellowfinYellowfin Tuna Tuna 
•• NOAA OLENOAA OLE--Bellport, NY Bellport, NY 

office investigated aoffice investigated aoffice investigated a office investigated a 
tuna fisherman for tuna fisherman for 
landing Atlantic landing Atlantic 
YellowfinYellowfin Tuna in Tuna in 
unauthorized form unauthorized form 
(fillets)(fillets)(fillets)(fillets)



UndersizedUndersized YellowfinYellowfin TunaTunaUndersized Undersized YellowfinYellowfin TunaTuna

•• NJ Fish & Wildlife Officers NJ Fish & Wildlife Officers 
conduct inspection of F/Vconduct inspection of F/V

•• Discovered 3 undersized Discovered 3 undersized 
YellowfinYellowfin TunaTuna

ll•• Vessel owner Vessel owner 
misrepresented species to misrepresented species to 
NJ state officersNJ state officersNJ state officersNJ state officers

•• Accomplice removed two Accomplice removed two 
of the YFT from sceneof the YFT from sceneof the YFT from scene.of the YFT from scene.

•• Owner confesses to OLEOwner confesses to OLE



HMS Observer RefusalHMS Observer RefusalHMS Observer Refusal HMS Observer Refusal 

•• Pelagic Pelagic longlinelongline vesselvessel
•• Refused to carry an Refused to carry an 

observerobserver
•• Investigated by NOAA Investigated by NOAA 

OLE Falmouth, MA OLE Falmouth, MA 
ffiffiofficeoffice



Questions?Questions?Questions?Questions?


