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Characteristics of Commercial 
Swordfish Permits 

Permit 
Name 

Access? Upgrade 
Restrictions 
(from 
baseline) 

Gears Retention 
Limit 

Constituent 
Suggestions 
Received 

SWO 
Directed 

Limited 35% length* 
35% tonnage* 
No HP* 
(*qualify vessels) 

LL (and 
others 
including 
buoy gear) 

No limit Remove 
upgrade 
restrictions? 

SWO 
Incidental 

Limited None LL (and 
others but 
not buoy 
gear) 

30/trip Increase trip 
limit? 

SWO 
Handgear 

Limited 10% length 
10% tonnage 
20% HP 

Handgears 
(including 
buoy gear) 

No limit Remove 
upgrade 
restrictions? 

SWO 
General 
Comm. 
(CHB non-
for-hire) 

Open None Handgears 
(not buoy 
gear) 

0 – 6/trip set 
regionally 
(zero in 
South 
Florida) 

Increase ret. 
limit multi-day 
trips (w/VMS)? 
Increase in 
S.FL.? 

Comm. 
Carib. 
Small Boat 

Open None Handgears 
(including 
buoy gear) 

2/trip 
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Recent SWO General Commercial 
(SGC) Permit Activity 

# Permits Permit Landings 
(lb dw) 

# Trips (all 
from NY, NC, 
MD, MA, RI, 

FL) 

2014  
(first year of 
permit) 

651 SGC 714 6 

CHB 727 5 

2015 651 SGC 
 

1385 17 

CHB 
 

2269 26 
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