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Tournament 
Compliance Process 

Register Tournament If Selected, Report Catch 

NMFS Southeast  
Fisheries Science Centers 
(Panama City Beach and 

Miami, FL) 

HMS Management Division 
(St. Petersburg, FL) 

•  At least 4 weeks in advance 

•  Within 7 days after fishing ends 

1 2 



Reminder to Register 

• Reminder sent 
two months in 
advance of past 
tournament start 
date 

• Includes printed 
registration form 



Tournament 
Registration History 

Year Total 
2003 244 
2004 215 
2005 256 
2006 259 
2007 299 
2008 267 
2009 270 
2010 270 
2011 248 
2012* 231 

Maine 
1.7% 

Massachusetts 
3.3% 

Rhode Island 
0.8% 

New York 
4.9% 

New Jersey 
7.2% 

Maryland 
5.0% 

Virginia 
1.9% 

North Carolina 
6.4% 

South 
Carolina 

4.8% 

Georgia 
3.0% Florida 

30.6% 

Alabama 
3.1% 

Mississippi 
0.8% 

Louisiana 
8.7% 

Texas 
8.2% 

Puerto Rico 
7.1% 

USVI 
1.9% 

Bahamas 
0.5% 

Source: HMS Tournament Registry Database, 2003-2011; states and foreign tournaments <0.5% excluded, 
including New Hampshire (0.00%), Connecticut (0.1%), Delaware (0.3%), Bermuda (0.05%), and Turks/Caicos 

2011 HMS Tournaments 
Billfishes 72% 

Tunas 59% 
Swordfish 31% 

Sharks 27% 

*as of September 2012 



Tournament 
Registration and Reporting 

Forms 



Tournament Outreach 

65 



Tournament Outreach: 
New in 2012 



Tournament Operator Survey 

• Satisfaction Survey sent 
to 175 tournament 
operators that registered 
in 2012 

• Link on HMS 
tournaments website 

• Sending with monthly 
reminders to register 

http://www.surveymonkey.com
/s/RBVMGHH 



Survey Preliminary Results 

• 32 Responses 
• 84% of responders have been HMS tourney operators for > 3 yr 
• 72% received a reminder to register 
• 61% knew they could email their registration, 39% did not know 
• While 77% would prefer to have registration confirmation emailed to 

them, 100% would prefer to register online. 
• 65% of the responders requested and received outreach in 2012 
• 94% of responders would prefer to report their catch online 

 
NMFS is considering options for online registration and reporting. 



What do you think? 

Tournament Operator Survey 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RBVMGHH 

 
 

Email Suggestions 
Katie.Davis@noaa.gov 
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