
Amendment 10  

Essential Fish Habitat  

 

HMS Advisory Panel meeting 

September 9, 2015 

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 



Background 
• Magnuson-Stevens Act requires ID and description of EFH for federally 

managed species  

• Regulations require periodic review/revision of EFH in FMPs  
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Timeline of HMS EFH Actions 

2006:  Consolidated HMS FMP – Announced intent to revise EFH 

2009: Amendment 1 – Completed initial 5-year review and update 

of EFH for Atlantic HMS  

2010:  Amendment 3 – Designated EFH for smoothhound 

complex 

 Interpretive rule – Recognized roundscale spearfish, added 

species to the management unit, and designated EFH 

2014:  Atlantic HMS EFH 5-Year Review - Initiated 

Summer 2015:  Atlantic HMS EFH 5-Year Review – Finalized; NOI for A10 

Fall 2015: Draft Amendment 10 in development  

 

 



Approach to EFH 5-Year Review 
Request and Evaluate New Information 

March 2014 – February 2015  

• Published request for information (79 FR 15959) 

• Evaluated changes to the 10 EFH components 

• Intra-agency scientific researchers reviewed draft findings 

March 2015   

• Published NOA of the draft 5-year review and requested comments  

(80 FR 11981) 

• Requested comments from HMS Advisory Panel 

Following the comment period 

• HMS Management Division staff evaluated comments   

Finalization of the 5-Year Review 

• An Amendment to the 2006 Consolidated HMS FMP is warranted. 
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Does New Info 

Require Updates 

to: 

…Life History 

Description? 

…EFH 

Boundaries? 

Swordfish YES NO 

White & Blue 

Marlin 

YES YES 

Roundscale & 

Longbill Spearfish 

YES YES 

Bluefin Tuna YES YES 

BAYS Tunas YES (YFT only) YES (YFT only) 

HMS Sharks YES YES (at least 18) 



Delineation of HMS EFH 
• Researched other methods of delineating EFH in Final 5-

Year Review 

• No comments on methods of delineating EFH in the Final 

5-Year Review were received from AP or public 
 

Conclusion: Kernal Density Estimation / 95 Percent Volume 

Contour approach is still appropriate for HMS EFH data 
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Images of an example depicted on the Hawth’s Tools Homepage, www.spatialecology.com 
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Update Fishery 

Independent Data 

Points 

(2009 – 2014) 

Create New EFH Maps for All 

Atlantic HMS Species 

A1: Data 

Collected 

Before 2009 



BOEM Programmatic EIS for oil & gas exploration in the Atlantic 

http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/                         

• BOEM included HMS in the affected environment. 

• BOEM concluded that there were Minor to Moderate direct 

adverse effects on fish as a result of seismic surveys: 

• Minor effect – detectable; temporary displacement or 

interruption of behavior 

• Moderate effect – detectable and extensive but not 

severe; physiological or anatomical damage, population 

level mortality, or extended displacement of populations 

• BOEM expects effects to vary based on the location of 

surveys, # of sites in a survey, and the length of time 

spent surveying a single area 
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Review of Seismic Survey Activities  

http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/
http://www.boem.gov/Atlantic-G-G-PEIS/


Review of Seismic Survey Activities  

• HMS AP requested evaluation of seismic survey effects on EFH 

in Final 5-Year review (Ch 3; Ch 13) 

• Literature on seismic survey impacts on fish with swim bladders 

and marine mammals. Tuna response to underwater sound 

(e.g., boat noise) 

 

Conclusion: Evaluation of seismic survey effects on HMS EFH in 

Final 5-Year review did not find scientific papers analyzing effects 

directly on Atlantic HMS or Atlantic HMS EFH.  Additional research 

to understand direct effects and, if necessary, to warrant future 

management actions for HMS EFH is needed.  
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• AP members and HMS constituents expressed concerns 

about gear conflicts with seismic survey vessels 
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Review of Seismic Survey Activities  



Process from here… 

Fall 2015 - Development of Draft Amendment 10:  

• Update life history text 

• Request data from partners 

• Complete analyses 

• Update EFH text descriptions 

 

Spring/Summer 2016 - Draft Amendment 10 available for 

public comment 

 

Fall 2016 - Final Amendment 10 available 
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Questions? 

Atlantic HMS EFH Review & Amendment 10 Team: 
Jennifer Cudney   727-824-5399 

Peter Cooper  301-427-8503 

 

Craig Cockrell  Katie Davis  

Steve Durkee  Delisse Ortiz  

Dianne Stephan   Jackie Wilson   

Randy Blankinship   
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