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recognized that effective biological management must treat billfish stocks throughout their range. 

Therefore implementation of an international management plan for billfishes is recommended to 

complement the management initiatives undertaken within the EEZ. 

4.0 	 TIlE FISHERY MANAGEMENT UNIT 
Sailfish, Istiophorus platypterus in the west Atlantic Ocean; white marlin, Tetrapturus 

albidus in the North Atlantic Ocean; blue marlin, Makaira nigricans in the North Atlantic Ocean; 

and the longbill spearfish, Tetrapturus pfluegeri in the entire Atlantic Ocean comprise the 

management unit of this plan. These species are interrelated from the standpoint of both biology 

and the fishery. This plan establishes a management regime for these interrelated stocks 
, . 

throughout that portion of their range which is. in the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico. and Caribbean 

Exclusive Economic Zones of the U.S. and recommends establishment of a complementary 

international management program applicable to the entire range of the s!ocks. 

Unit stocks of billfishes are not contained within the EEZ. Consequently. the long-term 

biological productivity of billfish resources is dependent on management through international 

agreements. Despite the presumed stock structure. mark-recapture data indicate that most billfish 

do not make trans-Atlantic or trans-equatorial migrations. -Thus. the impact of management 

measures within the EEZ will be largely on these relatively resident fish and not diluted stock

wide. In view of this, the significant social and economic value of the domestic billfish fishery, 

and the competition for the available resource within the EEZ, management to achieve the optimum 

yield from the fishery within the EEZ is desirable. This management regime should complement 

any biological management initiatives undertaken through international arrangements. In addition. 

management measures contained in this plan will provide some protection to the stocks and may 

encourage other nations to undertake management. 

The plan primarily addresses the two marlins and the sailfish. There is no domestic 

directed fishery for the longbill spearfish and available data sugg~st this species is scarce within the 
I 

U.S. EEZ. However. it is occasionally taken in the recreational fishery for marlins and sailfish 

and is therefore included in the management unit 

5.0 	 PROBLEMS IN TIlE FISHERY 

The principal problems in the fishery which ,the management plan will address are: 

A. 	 There is intense competition for the available resource between' the recreational 

fishery for billfish and other fisheries that have a bycatch of billfish. 

B. 	 There is a developing commercial market for bUlfish and an increasing value for the 

product, thus encouraging directed fishing and/or increased retention of incidentally 

caught billfish. This situation jeopardizes the economically valuable. traditional 




