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NMFS ANNOUNCES THE AVAILABLITY OF THE DRAFT AMENDMENT 2 TO THE 
CONSOLIDATED HlGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES FISHERY MANAGEMENT 

PLAN AND ITS PROPOSED RULE FOR MANAGEMENT OF ATLANTIC SHARK 
FISHERIES 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is currently amending the Consolidated Highly 
Migratory Species W S )  Fishery Management Plan (FMP) and proposing a range of 
management measures that will affect commercial and recreational shark fishermen and dealers. 
Recent (2005-2006) stock assessments determined sandbar and dusky sharks to be overfished 
with overfishing occurring and porbeagle sharks to be overfished. This current rulemaking 
would rebuild overfished shark stocks and stop overfishing. 

NMFS will hold numerous public hearings for this rulemaking along the Atlantic Coast, 
including the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico regions, in August through October 2007. During 
these hearings, NMFS will receive public feedback on the proposed management measures. The 
management measures include, but are not limited to: 

Initiating rebuilding plans for sandbar, dusky, and porbeagle sharks; 
Removing seasonal trimesters and regions; 
Prohibiting retention of porbeagle sharks by commercial and recreational 
fishermen; 
Implementing eight marine protected areas as requested by the South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council; 
Reducing quotas and retention limits consistent with the stock assessments; 
Establishing a shark research fishery that would meet the research objectives of 
the Agency and allow data collection programs; 
Allowing limited landings of sandbar sharks within a shark research fishery and 
landings of other shark species both inside and outside a shark research fishery; 
and 
Modifying recreational measures so that recreational fishermen can only land 
shark species that are easy to identify, therefore, reducing fishing mortality of 
sharks under rebuilding plans 

The locations of public hearings are listed in the Table 1. NMFS will also be presenting 
Amendment 2 to the Consolidated HMS FMP at five Fishery Management Councils and Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission summer meetings. 






