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Table 4.6 Estimated Commercial Catches (mt) (ww) of Shortfin Mako Shark Reported to ICCAT 
(landings and discards) by Major Gear and Flag between 1997 and 2008 (NLD=No Landing 
Data). 
Source:  (SCRS, 2009) 

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

North Atlantic Total 3334 3083 2689 2482 2646 3071 3797 4802 3353 3318 3822 3372 

Canada 110 69 70 78 69 78 73 80 91 71 72 43 

China P.R. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 81 16 

Chinese Taipei 0 0 0 0 0 0 84 57 19 31 27 23 

EC. España 2416 2199 2051 1566 1684 2047 2068 3404 1751 1918 1816 1895 

EC. Portugal 354 307 327 318 378 415 1249 473 1109 951 1540 1021 
EC. United 
Kingdom 0 0 2 3 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Japan 258 892 120 138 105 438 267 572 0 0 82 140 

Mexico 0 0 0 10 16 0 10 6 9 5 8 6 

Panama 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 13 

Philippines 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 NLD 

Senegal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 17 
St. Vincent 

and 
Grenadines 

0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 NLD 

Trinidad and 
Tobago 0 0 1 0 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 

USA 407 347 159 454 395 415 142 411 187 130 216 168 

UK. Bermuda 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

LANDINGS 

Venezuela 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 58 20 6 11 2 

 
Alternative C2 would remove shortfin mako sharks from the pelagic shark species quota, 

and would establish a species-specific quota for shortfin mako sharks equal to the current 
average landings.  Shortfin mako sharks are caught as bycatch in the PLL fishery, and there is no 
directed fishery in the United States for this species.  Currently, the annual quota for common 
thresher, oceanic whitetip, and shortfin mako is 488 mt dw.  Based on the average annual 
commercial landings of shortfin mako sharks from 2004-2007, the species-specific quota for 
shortfin mako sharks would be 72.5 mt dw (NMFS, 2008).  The common thresher and oceanic 
whitetip sharks would be allocated a quota of 415.5 mt dw after removal of the shortfin mako 
quota of 72.5 mt dw (488 mt dw – 72.5 mt dw = 415.5 mt dw).  Removing shortfin mako sharks 
from the quota group of pelagic sharks would allow them to be managed separately and would 
give NMFS the ability to track this separate quota more efficiently.  The 2008 ICCAT stock 
assessment did not recommend a TAC necessary to stop overfishing of shortfin mako sharks.  
Therefore, it is difficult to determine if setting a species-specific quota for shortfin mako sharks 
at the level of current commercial landings would have positive ecological benefits for the stock, 
as this scenario was not explored in this stock assessment.  However, setting a quota of 72.5 mt 
dw for shortfin mako sharks would maintain fishing mortality at current levels and prevent 
commercial landings from increasing.  This species-specific quota may provide long-term direct, 
minor beneficial ecological impacts over maintaining the quota at 488 mt dw for common 
thresher, oceanic whitetip, and shortfin mako sharks.  Short-term direct, ecological impacts 
would be neutral for alternative C2 because any reduction in shortfin mako shark mortality 
would not be reflected in population estimates in the short-term due to the life history parameters 
of the shortfin mako shark.  Cumulative impacts of this alternative and other actions are expected 
to be neutral because domestic commercial fishing practices would not dramatically change 




