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ICCAT Recommendation 13-02: 
North Atlantic Swordfish

 Atlantic-wide TAC of 10,300.8 mt dw (13,700 mt ww)
 U.S. base quota allocation is 2,937.6 mt dw
 Maximum underharvest carryover of 15% of the baseline quota 

(440.6 mt dw) 
 Annual quota transfer of 18.8 mt dw from the United States to 

Mauritania
 This Recommendation applies to 2014, 2015 and 2016
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North Atlantic Swordfish Quota Calculations

Base Quota 2,937.6 mt dw
Max Underharvest Carryover + 440.6 mt dw
Quota Transfer to Mauritania - 18.8 mt dw
Adjusted Quota 3,359.4 mt dw

Directed Category  - 3,009.4 mt dw 
Incidental Category - 300 mt dw
Reserve Category  - 50 mt dw
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2015 Adj Quota ----- 3,359.4 mt dw
2015 Landings ----- 1,177.8  mt dw
2015 Underharvest    ----- 2,181.6  mt dw



2015 North Atlantic Swordfish Quota Utilization
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1,177.8  mt dw
(does not include late reports or dead discard



 Atlantic-wide TAC of 11,278.2 mt dw (15,000 mt ww)
 U.S. base quota allocation is 75.2 mt dw
 Maximum allowable U.S. underharvest carryover of 100% of 

the baseline quota (75.2 mt dw)
 Annual 75.2 mt dw quota transfer from the United States to 

other countries
 This Recommendation applies to 2014, 2015 and 2016
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ICCAT Recommendation 13-03: 
South Atlantic Swordfish



South Atlantic Swordfish Quota Calculations

Base Quota 75.2 mt dw
Max Underharvest Carryover + 75.1 mt dw
International Quota Transfers - 75.2 mt dw
Adjusted Quota 75.1 mt dw
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2015 Adj Quota ----- 75.1 mt dw
2015 Landings ----- 0.0 mt dw
2015 Underharvest   ------ 75.1 mt dw



Public Notice Provisions

 Currently, NMFS publishes both a proposed rule with a public comment period and a 
final rule as part of annual swordfish specifications to adjust quotas for underharvests

 Beginning next year, NMFS is considering instead issuing a temporary rule to adjust 
annual swordfish quotas, effective for the entire fishing year, when the adjustments 
follow the existing regulatory formula
• The public will have been given an opportunity for notice and comment when the 

quotas and adjustment methodology were established;
• Additional notice and comment, where the agency retains no discretion to alter the 

quota or formula, has been a source of confusion for the regulated community;
• Thus, we propose that when the adjustments follow the existing regulatory formula, 

public comment would not be requested.  Any changes to the formula, such as 
changes to the underharvest carryover, international quota transfers, or domestic 
allocation, would still undergo full rulemaking with a proposed rule, final rule, and 
public comment period.
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Timeline

 Proposed Rule Published June 6, 2016

 Comment Period Ends July 7, 2016

 Final Rule should publish in the late summer/early fall
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Request for Public Comments
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Comment period closes on July 7, 2016

Please identify comments with NOAA-NMFS-2016-0051

Please submit comments to:  http://www.regulations.gov, 
Keyword - “NOAA-NMFS-2016-0051”

Comments can also be submitted by mail: Attn: Margo Schulze-Haugen, 
NMFS/SF1, 1315 East-West Highway, National Marine Fisheries Service, SSMC3, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

For more information go to: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/

Additional Questions?
Email steve.durkee@noaa.gov or call  202-670-6637
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Number of Permit Holders Authorized to 
Land Swordfish (as of Oct 2015)

• Directed Swordfish Permit 188

• Incidental Swordfish Permit 72

• Swordfish Handgear Permit 83

• Swordfish General Commercial Permit 651

• Incidental HMS Squid Trawl Permit 66

• Caribbean Small Boat Permit 20

• HMS Charter/Headboat 3,596

• HMS Angling 20,193
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