STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

PAT MCCRORY
GOVERNOR

April 8, 2013

Mr. Sam Rauch, Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 14636

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Rausch:

Thank you for the letter of Jan. 11, 2013 requesting that I nominate a slate of qualified candidates for
consideration by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce for an obligatory appointment to the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council (SAFMC).

N.C. General Statute 113-259 charges the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission with the responsibility of
compiling a list of nominees for consideration by the governor for nomination for SAFMC
appointments. The commission provided the names of Mr. Jack Cox, Mr. Kenneth Fex, and Mr.
Andrew High for my consideration as nominees for an at-large appointment to the SAFMC. I concur
with the commission recommendations and am forwarding these names to you as N.C.’s nominees. I
have selected Mr. Jack Cox as a preferred nominee.

As a result of the statutory makeup of the Marine Fisheries Commission (please see enclosed list),
compilation of the list of nominees by that body meets the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act, Section 302(b)(2)(C), that each nomination be made in
consultation with the commercial and recreational fishing interests of the state. All of the nominees are
residents of North Carolina. All nominees, by reason of their occupational or other experience,
scientific expertise or training, are knowledgeable regarding the conservation and management or the
commercial or recreational harvest of the fisheries resources of North Carolina.

Following is a brief summary of the experience that qualifies each nominee to serve as a member of the
SAFMC:

Mr. Jack Cox, 121 Buena Vista Dr., Newport, NC 28570, phone: 252-728-9548.
Mr. Cox's career in the fishing industry spans over three decades. He is a practicing
fisherman and has extensive experience with captaining a charter boat, spearfishing,
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bandit fishing, and sea bass trap fishing. Mr. Cox started commercial fishing when he
was 16 as a crew member for a snapper grouper vessel. After high school, he started
fishing to earn money for college. Most of this fishing was done out of Morehead City,
NC. After college, Mr. Cox went to work for a local seafood company selling local
seafood to restaurants and for wholesale throughout the U.S. and Japan. Mr. Cox now
owns Crystal Coast Fisheries, and spends most of his time selling finfish and snapper
grouper for fishermen in the community. He and his partners also have a seafood market
(Blue Ocean Market) which enables them to serve the retail community as well as
wholesale avenues. Mr. Cox also has been involved in various industry-related
committees. These include past membership on the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
Finfish Advisory Committee, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Limited
Access Privilege Program (LAPP) workgroup (2007-2008), and serving on the board of
Carteret Catch, a local organization dedicated to promoting local fishermen and their
seafood.

Mr. Kenneth Fex, Jr., 122 Northeast 38 Street, Oak Island, NC 28465, phone: 910-
620-5347.

Mr. Fex is a full-time commercial fisherman who holds National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) Southeast Region permits for snapper-grouper and dolphin-wahoo. In
1984, he began snapper-grouper fishing off North Carolina during the summers while in
high school. Mr. Fex purchased the vessel F/V RAW BAR in 1996 and has fished
primarily for snapper-grouper species with that vessel since that time. He has served on
the South Atlantic Council Snapper-Grouper Advisory Panel since December 2008. Mr.
Fex has been active in marine research, specifically a red porgy reproductive study with
UNC-Wilmington, discard rates in the vertical line fishery with UNC-Wilmington, and
the Gulf and South Atlantic Fisheries Foundation. The work he has conducted with state
agency staff includes gutted weight vs. whole weight research, red snapper fin studies,
tracking of landings, and biological information collection over the past five years. On
the federal level, he has participated in several stock assessments and in identifying
needed improvements to fishery independent data. He is currently involved in a steering
committee for the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Marine Resources
Education Program) to better educate fisherman on fisheries science and management.

Mr. Andy High, 452 Causeway Dr., Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480, phone: 910-617-
0528.

Mr. High has been the owner/operator of a commercial fishing vessel since 1992, and
holds federal South Atlantic commercial vessel permits for king mackerel, Spanish
mackerel, and snapper grouper. He also participates in the black sea bass pot trap fishery.
In addition, Mr. High has previously participated in longline fisheries for tuna, swordfish
and sharks, as well as trolled for tuna using a greenstick. He has also used gill nets for
harvest of spot, croaker, Spanish mackerel and dogfish. Prior to devoting himself to
commercial fishing full time, Mr. High was also the owner/operator of a
charter/commercial fishing operation (Relentless Charters). In both instances, Mr. High
has handled all details and activities related to running both a commercial and charter
fishing operation. Before running his own commercial/charter operation, Mr. High served



as a corporate captain for Pritchard Paint & Glass. In that position he was responsible for
all vessel and equipment maintenance and upkeep.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the nomination process for a N.C. at-large appointment to
the SAFMC.

Sincerely,

Pat McCrory : ;

PC:md/nf
Enclosures

cc: John E. Skvarla, II1
Rob Bizzell
Louis Daniel
Charles Duckett



N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission

W. Robert Bizzell
Chairman
252-527-1081 (W)
252-521-1306 (M)
bizzyb@coastalnet.com
At-large

A-02/12/08
E-06/30/13

Anna Barrios Beckwith
Vice Chairman
252-671-3474 (W)
252-241-7208 (M)

abarriosbeckwith@yahoo.com

At-large
A—-07/29/09
E-06/30/15

Mikey Daniels
252-473-5001 (W)
757-435-8409 (M)
nccroakerjoe@yahoo.com
Commercial Fisherman
A-02/07/07
E-06/30/15

Kelly L. Darden, Jr.
252-757-3625 (H)
252-414-0333 (M)
kdarden@embargmail.com

Recreational Fisherman
A-08/06/12
E-06/30/15

Christopher Elkins

252- 729-6513 (H)

919- 417-3171 (M)
captchrismfc@gmail.com
Recreational Fisherman
A-07/26/11
E-06/30/13

Allyn Powell
252-729-6681 (H)
252-7257099 (M)
apowell66@ec.rr.com
Scientist
A-07/26/11
E-06/30/14

Joe Shute
252-241-6111(M)
captjoemfc@yahoo.com
Recreational Industry
A-07/26/11
E-06/30/14

Bradley Styron
252-225-8221(H)
252-225-0999(F)
252-225-0073 (W)
252-342-8821(M)
qualityseafood@clis.com
Commercial Fisherman
A-12/03/01
E-06/30/13

Joseph J. Smith,Jr.
Smithfish1952@yahoo.com
910-270-3331(W)
910-270-2157 (H)
910-262-2066 (M)
Commercial Industry
A-11/25/09

E-06/30/14



javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(98,105,122,122,121,98,64,99,111,97,115,116,97,108,110,101,116,46,99,111,109)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(97,98,97,114,114,105,111,115,98,101,99,107,119,105,116,104,64,121,97,104,111,111,46,99,111,109)+'?subject=MFC'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(97,98,97,114,114,105,111,115,98,101,99,107,119,105,116,104,64,121,97,104,111,111,46,99,111,109)+'?subject=MFC'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(110,99,99,114,111,97,107,101,114,106,111,101,64,121,97,104,111,111,46,99,111,109,32)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(107,100,97,114,100,101,110,64,101,109,98,97,114,113,109,97,105,108,46,99,111,109)+'?subject=MFC'
http://captchrismfc@gmail.com/
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(97,112,111,119,101,108,108,54,54,64,101,99,46,114,114,46,99,111,109,32)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(99,97,112,116,106,111,101,109,102,99,64,121,97,104,111,111,46,99,111,109,32)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(113,117,97,108,105,116,121,115,101,97,102,111,111,100,64,99,108,105,115,46,99,111,109)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(83,109,105,116,104,102,105,115,104,49,57,53,50,64,121,97,104,111,111,46,99,111,109)+'?'

	NC SAFMC Obligatory Seat Gov McCrory 2013.pdf
	NC Marine Fisheries Commission 2013

