
 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE 

 

1. Establishment. In May 1-3, 2013, the Council Coordinating Committee recommended the 
creation of the National Scientific and Statistical Committee. The National SSC shall discuss 
scientific issue of relevance to all Councils and provide scientific guidance to the CCC. 

2. Membership. The National SSC consists of the SSC chairs of the eight regional Fishery 
Management Councils and two SSC members that will support their respective SSC chairs (or 
other SSC designated members). A senior NMFS staff (NMFS-OST?) shall act as an ex-officio 
member. Technical support shall be provided by NMFS Office of Science and Technology and 
by Council staff. 

National Working Groups may be formed that will work on specific topic of national relevance. 
The membership of national WGs approved by the CCC would be populated based on 
nominations from each Council's SSC (maximum of one SSC member per Council) and one 
member from NMFS. The Chair of the WG would be appointed by the National SSC (selected 
from the WG roster) 

3. Organization. The National SSC will be directed by the Chair of the SSC that is hosting the 
National CCC meeting during that calendar year (January 1 through December 31) 

(a) Rules of order. The National SSC will operate by consensus whenever possible. Scientific 
discussions will be carried out during the meeting and the discussion points will be captured by 
rapporteurs assigned by the National SSC Chair. Any recommendations will be summarized by 
the rapporteurs and will be presented to the body for final consideration prior to transmittal to the 
CCC. If no consensus is reached then the recommendation shall reflect the ones of majority and 
shall describe the concern and issues raised by the non-agreeing member. 

(b) Meetings. The meetings of the National SSC will be at the request of the CCC. The meetings 
will be done as the need arise when scientific issues emerge of national significance. The 
recommendation for calling the National SSC meeting will be done at the late spring or early 
summer CCC meeting. The SSC of the host of the next CCC will be the chair of the National 
SSC. The terms of reference for the National SSC will be provided by the CCC. The meeting 
will be organized by the hosting CCC member in coordination with NMFS-OST. The meeting 
will be held during late fall to winter prior to the interim meeting of the CCC. Preliminary 
findings will be presented to the CCC at its interim meeting and final recommendations will be 
presented at the formal CCC meeting. 

(c) Agenda. The agenda will be based on the terms-of-reference. The SSC chair, and Council 
staff of the host CCC, and NMFS-OST will be in charge of drafting the agenda. A series of 
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conference call will be convened in coordination with the Council staff of other RFMC in order 
to finalize the agenda. This will also be the case if a National Working Group will be formed. 

(d) Minutes. A written summary of each meeting will be prepared as appropriate by the host 
council or NMFS, and will be made available to the public on the all-Council website 
(www.fisherycouncils.org). The National SSC Chair will certify the accuracy of the report and 
will be presented to the CCC chairman for approval prior to public release. 

(f) Public participation. The National SSC meetings will be open to the public and public 
comment will be permitted at the discretion of the Chair. Public comment will be accepted at the 
beginning of the meeting, not to exceed 30 minutes. Written comments will be encouraged on 
agenda items, and if received will be placed in the briefing materials. 

4. Advise Process. The National SSC advice will be based on a peer-reviewed Working Group 
report. Once the CCC recommends convening the National SSC the following advice process 
shall take place: 

 National SSC receives a request for advice from the CCC. 

 National SCC Working Groups shall collect data, make assessments and draft a first 
scientific/technical response to the request. 

 The reports of all expert groups preparing the basis for National SSC advice are peer-
reviewed by a group of independent experts.  

 The National SSC Working Group report together with the reviews is used to formulate 
the scientific recommendations to the CCC. 

 A draft recommendation prepared by the National SSC will be discussed and finally 
approved by the body and will be transmitted to the CCC chair. 

Additional points for discussion and advice from General Counsel 
 
5. FACA  
 
6. Revise the CCC TOR to incorporate authority to create advisory bodies  like National SSC 
 
7. Draft guidelines and authorities for the CCC advisory bodies 
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