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sect.io~ 308 (d} o£' the j:nterj~~sdictional Fishe:cies" ~Ct, 

16· u.s'.,c. ~197(4), authori'zed: an,~appropriation of $65 mi,lli.on to 
the Department;" :of. CC:mtm.erce: "to ~abl~ the Se.~t~. to. a~rd . " . 
grants to persons engaged in, C~rc1~ ,f18her~esf for UD1ll:sured . 
losses determined by the Secret~ to bave·been,suf~d aS 4 a , 
direct re$~t of,a ~iaheMY,resource ,disast~.~' .The e+igibl~, -'. 
"f'ishermen tifust, hive less, than $2· nl'lion'in annWJ.l. gross. rev~nues 
and the ~ts a;re :linti~ed t9 ~~ 'pe~t of '.~heir. uninsurea' . ' 
losses I npt -to exceed $lOQ ,:000. ' . , - , . 

~ .. ':-, ..... .. . '.. .. 

. I us~~ this' ·~eg~slat.l~ ,~\t~ri~y in 1994 to r~~nd ~o , ' 
unprecedented low,'~dance o~;Pacific ·salmotl. ,~~ and, "by, this 
action, I .Will, use it again ~~' ~9~S. Mdi~ona~.;YI I ~i~l:,,~end 
'th~ 'reaoh' p£ these, p~ ..t;"o -.ll f:ls~ b~1.nesses ;n New 
England an(l ~1ih~·G.ulf, of M¢'qO. who -'1' ~ve"'suf,fe;red heavy , 
Uidnsured ',:losses because 'of"-the '~l:lapse qf' importapt grc;>undfish 

'''stocks and.a,dra~tioally'1~crea~~d level of ef~ort ne~essary ~o 
req.uCe byeatcb' 'of sea tunles -' " '., " . '.". 

In 'all :Of th~se areas;', tfi~: cc:;nditi()J1' of ,th~ fisl1~, " 
";,,esources bas ':Deen' d~ged 'by::a:cdiDb1nati9Q. ':of' :factor:s..J)eYQ~d, 'the 

, eo~t:rol of, in¥-vi:a~ f~fl:e~~"·..,A ,Y'ast. mn6~~ of:~}?ac~:L~: &al~n 
, habitat: haS, bee{l-' d~s~2:"9Y8d by '~':UI 'fore~, ~ land:auaDa:g~ent
pract;i¢es that, ~ve. ,weakened:~"'sto<:ks '4p:8.pac!t:!y. to s~v~, ' 
Donial 'climatic fluct~ations. Non point- s6U};'Ce nutrieU£s..ancl 
debris ente2;ing: the Gulf of M~co a." ~ reBU~t.of Miss1:ssl.ppi 
ri~er 1;I~ ~,199,3 'anq. 199. have ha~, ad.yer~e·,~J.~ct.s: ,QU. the ' 
marine env.±ronntent. and commerCial. fishing o.perat!~OZ1S,l" .Hubrient~ rrom 'the 'floodS have' Contributed to the fortDation'of' a massive 
~' of oxygen '4epletiO!J. in th~.Gulf' of ·aexicO. w}U.ch ,~tens 
ma.rin~ l~f.e and, coast~ mSoUrc~s;, .,Debris. oarrled ~:~es.~ '" 
floods 'have qreated:widerwatEir hazarij,s:for cOQlDlercial fishermen 
'wh~ Suffe~'damagea'or.los~ gear ~~.whiCb ~ation ~s . 
appropriate.'. Of£ New' England, the periodic'strong ~ax' c~asse8 
that had long' .-ustained a: healthy ~ial fishEiry 'baVI:1, ,. ' 
disa~ared. . Pishery management actioD:S have not been sufficient· 
to prevent stock col~apse as'hoped for strong year'cI~sses have' 
fliil-ed to .~ppear. Fishermen can. ,1;10 longer adj~t their fiShing 
strategies to' target. strpng stoCks an~ :avoid ,the weak stoOks.' 

, , 

All of these eituatioQs involve seri~us harm to the fisbery 
res~urce which has caused substantial l~ss to small fishing . 
busl.nesJ)es and dependent, coastal coaun\m1ties. All three of the'" 
situations involve our inability to anticipate.the full effec~ 
of our actions on the fishery resource and ~he,fishing indu' 
The Pacific El Nifio climatic events, t.he f.luctuations in r 

turtle strandings, and the absence of strong' year class' ­
have occurred from time to time and no doubt will oCC" 


In making the determination that a fishery ,resource 
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occurred; I liave Chosen to fopus 'on tbe magnitq.de of 'the- di"saster'in eC!onoJnj.c. and aiodial terms,' and not the pa.rj:iaul8r,·.forci~B of . 
~ature ·that may bve .caus.ed .:i:t. . In .~d .of th~mSel;ves ~ hUrricanes 
are quite no~l. events.: but· .the ~e.liurr..1.c~es giv~n as 
exal;Uples in the' J.~islat~o~ were -extraordina;y: ,w "ternu,f·:Qf ·the 
dama~e that..t;hey :S:nf,licfed oli lOcal' ~c.onc;:>~~~.~¢td human, live~.. 
Th~' eonc.i£tiQns of the' fishery reso\lrces off the.cOasts. of the 
··No~heast·, .~~ .~t...of Men~t?., :~~ '~l!~ .sta.t~...o~: ~8.s~g1:;?nl·' . 

," oregon aJ1~. ·N~r.t'llern ~l:ij~O~~ ha:v:e ·p~Uge~. CQ~$le .l.evel~. of 
e~onomf~., -<iamage an~' s~cia.l ~.~S:UPtiqi1.·""'· . :' : ' 
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Thetefol:e,.~ I bereby d~termine. ~t fii.sherY:.~eso~e 

disasters ,exist in !l.99S· for the following thr~e areas' 'of the

United States:' . . .......:;.: . 
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The· Nor.theast, .from ·the Gulf' ~f Maiite' 'to cape Hat't~ras; 
~ ~.. .. • ..... • • • .... '." ;0- .... • '. .. • '. .. 

~e· ~~tire 'Gul£' ~£ .MeXiCoI ~d/ . . .. . . 
• "" " *. • " • 

, The ·~a.cif1c 'iitat~'s of 'califOrnia', .north~' of· Sari.' Fl:ancisco~, 
qregon' aDd ~~hiDgtop.t. eJc:clu<1ing' ~~e~.$pt:uia.,: -".~ ': :" 

Under .~e~~i~ "~08(~) ~f 'th~~J:n~jUrisi:ii~ti~ii~- F~he;ij~~, : 
eoUmercia).··flshermen who:-have -ISUffered"·.~~ea. le.ws ·.w4.11 ,~ 
-eligibl~'fo~ grants under p~ ·td ~.d~Y~0P6~·~n··.~tlon 
with. their ~t.t~,.~ernment ·ag~~d.es. _: '. . '. , . '. _ !. 
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