
oa-IO-OD Oi:iZPII FrOll-OFFICE OF COYERIIOR lomnm T~OI P.02/43 F-&I' 
" 

P.O. lox 110001To!'(V KNOWLES J,,- A'•• ClM1I...oooi 
OOVERSOIl 

(qQ7) .t65-3500 
f..:w"I'I1QI(!!t:()\ts'QI~.at.lI$ Fax (90'1) 46S-lS32STATE OF AuslU. 

,.,ww.gCl14sIm,.ctA.1I1 
OfFICE 0' THE (lOVEkNOR 

JVNEAU 

March 10.2000 

The Honorable William M. Daley 
SecretarY of Commerce 
U.S. Departm.ent of Commerce 
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'Wa,shingtoD, DC 20230 

Deu Mr. Secretary: . 

I formally request you declare a commercial fishery f,wUl."C pursuant to Section 312 of the 
Magnuson-Stevens FishCl')' Conservation and :Management Act (Act) so assistance can be 
provided to the adversely impacted communities. fishers, small business ovm.ers, and 
their employees in St George. St Paul, and other coastal collUXlunities in the eastern 
Bering Sea. I am hopeful you ~ill be able to vl:sit the affected comm'Wlities tQ assess the 
situation firsthand. 

The Alaska Department ofFish and Game (ADF&:G) manages the snow (opilio) crab 
ftSberies by delegation under the; auspices ofa federal fishexy Inanagement plan. In 
September 1999. ADF&G announced an 86 percent reduction in the snow crab harvest 
follcn.vi.ng trawl surveys conducted by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
which showed a significant decline in biomass recruitment of mow crab in the Bering 
Sea. Current estimates predict the fishery will probably be closed entirely in 2001. and 
remain at low levels through 2004. 

Unfor1l.mately. due to a lack of adequate research and stock assessment information. the: 
cause ofthe snow crab decline is uncleQ.!. The }..'!\1FS trawl s'llI""VrJYS showed dramatic 
declines in crab recruiunent and barvestabie male crab numbers were dOVY"Il 63 percent 
from 1998. 

1r: addition to LlJ.e lew lu!rvt::!t k~b~ th~ :5itu.Ation Wel' furthor exacerbated .'by e"tent:l'l/(~ 
sea ic,e coverage on the Beri..ng Sea fishing grounds. The unique ice e'rc:nt~ which closed 
the So:. ?aul harbor in early Janu8.IY~ was cited as the mOSt e)"1:ensive since 1q-;'j, On 
Janu6ry 7~ 2000, ADF&G postponed the ~now crab fishery unti1 after A;;nll. 2000, dut 
,0 co:u:;crns over the !Safety of the fishermen, gear conflict betweer.. .-essels in a derby 
style fisbery, and increased crab handling Illortality. 

http:Janu8.IY
http:follcn.vi.ng
http:f..:w"I'I1QI(!!t:()\ts'QI~.at
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The impacts of the 5noV" crab d;!cline end the early sea ioe advance ~ the communities in 
the region are dramati~. St Paul processes over 40 percent of •.:.., snow crab harvest, 
generating $8 million in murJc1paitaxes in 1999. This Yf"'."r, crab tax revenues are 
projected to be 66 to 90 perl;er.. below recent aver~~:. St Georae projects a revenue 
shortfall of $900,000 and in.i"wty to make bon'" .rIayments for harbor completion, 
Reduced revenues for bC:~:l ':flmmunmes b?~;.; already resulted in reduced plene servioe, 
reduced municipal a:-.d :le~jth care ser·:..;es, increased food costs, and inability to 
continue capital :::;:.'cjects The$e +::ttes of impacts are especially devastating to small 
isolated cor-:..:.aunities, . 

: :.. uescribed in~r,: ;,;uclosed documents, the state is engaged in effons to provide 
ft~sistance e"; services to those affected by the fisheries failme. However, this assistance . 
has U"::;,ed scope and cannot fully provide the ~ervices 2.D.d resources required to 
zJequately support the communities. 

A decla...""aUon under Section 312 is needed to expand the types ofassistance we have been 
and a.re able to pro'vide. Specifically, fmanciaI assistance is needed to assist the affected 
communities and to improve fisheries n::search, management, and coordination to help 
restore l.he fisheries and prevent similar failures in the future. As me stewards of the 
reSOUJCi~, there are things government can do to restore fisheric.-s and anticipate changes in 
prodv:Jtion, 50 the.t similar draxnatic changes do not lead to economic failures. It also . 
prepares those dependent upon the resource fOT the impacts. We will be discussing 
rJ.."1dr:,g under the Act \vit.1t our Congressional Delegation. 

I apprct'i ate your attention to this matter. Ii I may be of further assistance. please contact 
me or !;Jve a member OfyOllI staff call John Katz of my Washington, D.C., office at 
(202) :524-5858. 

Sincerely. 

~~~ 

Go"Vernor 
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Enclosures: 	 Stock Assessment and Fishery Report 
ADF&G Emergency Closure Order 
Preliminary Community ImpaCit Descriptions 
Current Projec1s in Opilio Harvest Impacted Communities 
Health and Socia] Services Response to the Impact of the Bering Sea Opllio 

Crab FDilw-e 

ADF&0 Research Proposal 

Community Descriptions 


cc; 	 The Honorable Ted Stevem, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable Frank Mw-kowski, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative 
John Katz, Special Counsel to the Governor, Washington, D.C., office 
Steve Penoyer, Regional Administrator, National Marine Fisheries Senice 
\Villiam Hines, Policy Coor~tor, National Marine Fisheries Service 
Frank Rue, Commissioner. Alaska Dep8l'tDlent ofFish and Game 
Deborah Sed\\<-:lck, Commissioner. Alaska Department of Communit"y' and 

Economic Development 


