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July 3, 2000

The Hogorable William M. Daley, Secyetary
U.S. Departmeat of Commercc -
14% Strect and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230
Dear Sccxctary Daley:

Under the provisions of Section 312 of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 USC 1861a, I vespectfully
request that you declare a commercial fishery fallure in Washington State. This request is based

. upon & fishery resauree disaster resulting from patural causes thaz affected the 1999 Fraser River
socksye salmon geason. A

The Pocifia Salmon Commmission (BSC) forecast for the salmon run was 8,248,000 fizh. This
oamber was subsequently downgraded to 3,320,000 fush, leading to the cancellation of the 1999
season. ‘The PSC has determined that thesc fish did not sucvive the conditions created by the
1997 ¥ Ninosinduced combination of warmer than narmal ocean temperatures and the pregeice
of predatory fish such es Pasific mackerel that came north with the warmet Water.

The 1698 season was velatively wesk, with oy 522,000 fish hervested. In 1999, the number -
afﬁshhnrvmndpdorwﬂxemeeuaﬁmoﬁhcmw spproximately 20,000, répresenting
1.8 percent of (he 1998 catch. This hus boeti an economic disaster for the fishing indastey in the

- Stats of Wachington. .
Thousands of commercial fishers emd warlsecs in addociated businegses have been seversly
affected. nexosswﬁnqum@emmmmmmum«m

than $9 million in direct benefits. The wivi fx to tho statc's economy, including the losses
for the dupperting busincases, is conservatively estimsted at $36 million, bux eould reach as high

the 1999 seasor has left tribal memmbers' hames without fish and community freczers emply.

AmdmshmeWuhhm&deﬂahwﬂ Wildlife, spproxtrately 1000 mn—v
In&mﬁshﬁgnmoboldmmdlglu;gﬁd‘dmdcwwmmmmm
seasap. A similat mumber of Indizn fishiiig license huldors would have fished during the 1999

gcason. s
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Evexy state-licensed salmon fislicr received b questionnaite about the impacts of this disaster,

and the eight affectcd Indian Tribes were also contacted, Virtually aone of the tribal fichets are
eligible for st wmemployment assistance, and enly 18 percent of the noa-tribal fishers who .
respandad to the information request are eligibls for state wnemployment assistance. Without the
sockeyc income, mortgages, moorage foes, and bills to zepair homes, vehicles, and hoats cannot
be paid, '

The Administrator of the U.S. Small Businéss Adminlatration (SBA) has declared this event to
be an ccopomie injury disaster, While SBA low interest loans &re & welcome addition to many
fishets und businesscs, many other fshers already have loans with the BBA. or otber lenders and
will heve difficulty qualifying for edditional logns without the {ncome from ths 1999 vackeye
season.,

The Federal Emergeney ManagementAgensy depled my disaster request for this event.

Assistance through thie Magm.lson-StavensA.et would provide the oppostunity for @ wide variety
of assistance activities. [ undepstand that, in Alaska, coordinated federal essistance has included
employmeat retrsining, £ish habitet restoration, and direct emergency aid.

1 have designated Dizne R. Qfford of the Washington State Military Department’s Bmatgency
Mmammqhislonummmoﬁﬂa‘ﬂng Officer tor this yequest. She will work with you
«od other fodesnl end state sgencies to provide additional information er justification on my
behalf. She can be reached at (253) 5[2-7&_650!&95@’/@?&%&!:

Thank you for your favorable condidorstioh o€ hls
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cc:.  Washington Congresgional Delegation
Jsmmes Lee Witt, Director, FEMA. |
Office of Finanial Mansgament
Office of Indian Affefrs =
v of Affected Counties .
Departuiesk of Fish agd Wdlife ;i
Dcpm-nqrcwm.mmmm Development
Afoeted Cotinty Commisglosers . -
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