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Scptember 28, 2001 2 9
The Honorable Donald Evans : = g
Secretg}y of Commerce | U=
United:States Department of Commerce - 'E -
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW o Ffé
fpohihots To) \
\ as..gfgg,t}gp, DC 20230 & B
. . w E

Dear M;-Secretary

- 1 formdlly request you declare a fisheries resource fuilure pursuant to Section 312 of the
Maguiiﬁbn—Stevens.:F ishery and Coaservation anc tanagement Act (Act) so disaster
assistarice can be provided to the adversely impacted commercis! ard subsistence

. fishermén, communities, small business owners, and their employees ou Lummi Indian
Reservation in the northwest corner of Washington State. I am hopefi.l you will be able
to act quickly to mitigate this situation before the human and ecological impacts are
magnified. : ‘

i1 N 3
On Se@iﬁnber 4th, 2001, the Lummi Indian Busiaess Council, the governing body of the
Lummi Nation, declared a fisheries economic disaster throughout the Reservation due to
the catéistrophic collapse of the salmon returiis. The exact causes of the failure are gtill
undeterinined, but are most likely linked to & number of factors including: chunging
. .+ oceanconditions cansing poor ccean survival, and discase; and interception in state,
v ndees fed ;@gd.intematiqml watecs..The tribs is gurrently engaged iv an assesrment of these
e .. - -fisheribkconsistont with our Sustainable Fisheries Policy, with emphasie qn salmon
cé 0 en s % o spawnigl €scapement end subsistence barvest. Qut assessment willpongider the full -
' salmortifecycle from freshwater spawning fiabitet to ocean migration. S
. A ‘ K711 !"}l. . .
In l999§'hqd 2000 the Lummi Nation suffered unprecedented low saisnon returns. In
respont¥: ihe Lummi Nation worked with thoState of Washington end the Burcau of
. Indisn Affairs to make-funds-were made avejlable under their welfary and retraining
if\gzd.ummi Nation government and it§members have not been able to access
ing bider Section 312 of the Act. In thidge disastess the Bureau of Indlan Affalis has
providédpetsonal emergency living expenseaisistance. However, the Tribe received no
rants i federel funds for needed economic development projects. Therefore the isipact
tdiconsecutive fisheries fiiflure on Tribal members Is very serious. Iam proud
of the ¢fficient manner in which the Lummt Nation and the Bureau of Indjan, Affairs have

3

4

able toﬁgéyide disaster aid in years past. Uam'asking that this effort be exganded to
include;

nancial essistance 1 re<structure ang re-finance the Lummi Net{gn Salmon.
S e “} . .
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l-"uhing%ndymy such that it can achieve prefitability given the remaining fisheries ;
resources 7nd eoonon}lc development proj .;needed to diversify our economy.

Unfortufiately, the failure of the salmon ruris ste more pronounced this year and, due to

the failes pver the past few years, the devastiting impact of the commercial and -

subsistefice fisheries crash has been compotinded. As described in the enclosures, the
-2001 salmon retuins in the disaste regidns are significantly les¢ thas the 20-year everage
- and sofme returns are the lowest oc reccsd. There are more than 600 fimilies in the
 disaster area-who are.ependerx cu salrien for economic and sociel survival. The -
situation this year has deteriorated and many individuals in the commanitics are unable to
pay for food, essential utilities,home heating fuel, and gasoline for other subsistence
activities now and through the quickly upcomiing winter. Furtker, nearly all of the 4,500
membegs of the Lummi Natioa rely on gubsistence fishing as & major.aspect of their
Naﬁve:[‘ifestyle and to supplement their limited cash economy. For some of these -
familics, this disaster has caused a serious depletion in traditional subsistence food !
sources.’. - '

M. ) f"ﬁ‘:.’?:. .
As des,c’ga 1 in the enclosed documents, the fibe is already engaged ina comprehensive
effort toassess the siraation and provide dégpemtely needed assitance end servicer'to its
affected miembership of the disasir ares. A disaster declaration undor Section 312 is
needed o make federal resources uvailable for individual and family ussistance; a S-year
researqiji;mqnitoring; and enforcement effort; and community and workforce

development for economic diversification.

The w&iﬁ.litive impact of several years of poor salmon runs has exhausted personal and
commupity, resources in a large portion of quidribe. We will be gratefus! for your earliest
posslb*g_[fgrmal action on our request for au;s_'ggtion 312 fishery failure. :

. ‘ ':‘;";i ) 4
‘N at (360) 384-1489 or have.a member of
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If I may/bie of further assistance, please lﬁ

your staff.contact Ms. Raynette Finkbonne,
- “F

Achief of Staff in my office at the same.
3 . . t
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LIBCLETTER TO TRIBAL FISHERS

LUMMI INDIAN 'BUSINESS COUNCIL RESOLUTION #2001,
LUMMI NATION DECLARATION OF ECONOM!C FISHERIES
DISASTER BASED ON 2001 SALMON FISHERIES
COMPARISON OF FINANCIAL AND WILD (NATIVE
STOCKS) SALMON PRODUCTION

SAMPLE CONGRESSIONAL LETTER OF PROBLEMS AND

PRELIMINARY LUMM! NATION ASS!STANCE REQUESTS
i §
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THE HONORABLE TORY KNOWLES, GOVERNOK ALASKA,
JULY 26, 2000 LETTER TO SECRETARY NORMAN Y. MINETA,
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, PURSUANT TO SECTION 312
OF THE MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY AND CONSERVATION

ACT

COPY OF CFDA NUMBER 11.452 UNALLIED INDUSTRY
PROJECTS



LAMMI INDIAN BASINESS COUNCY

2616 KMNAROAD o BELUNGHAM, WASHINGTON 982269298 » (360) 384-1489
DEPARTMENT EXT___

September 11, 2001

Dear Fishers, -7
\A[tthm 'the last week, LIBC has resblved that it must devise a strategy that would
counteract-the adverse economic and sotial effects that will be caused by the fallure of

-the 2001.-Salmon season. It Is particulary clear to us that our fleet cannot continue to

survive migdst these dire economic conditions and market breakdowns. Consequently,
we believe that we must formulate a “bail- gt plan” that will provide a form of relief that
could either provide the real means for our fishers to re-position themselves in this
deteriorating industry, or .secure an opportunity to effectively exit the industry
completely. This Is much easler said than done, and we suspect that such an
undentaking will not be accomplished without pain and/or sacrifice. However, we hope
that by devising a “smart and comprehensive™ plan, we can maintain a fleet that can
sustain itself unti] the day that the industry begins to correct itself, and provide a leve! of

-y

economit-falmess for those who may be damaged in the implementation of stich a ball-

out. We have scheduled a meeting that we are asking you to attend for September 7,
2001-at §2:00, noon In the LIN Councll Ctigmbers. ~
4 La .. £ i

in-an effort to expedite the agenda:for-said meeting; following is a basic analysis

of the issyjes that are faclng us all. We h:ffémat this will broaden your understanding of

the situationiand it's gravity, and aflow i‘g‘;lme to begin formulating your input for this

'l

meeting:it: - e :
. : oe 'J : ’Q'..é :
eet Condition: _ # A

Many of the larger and more expensive fishing boats have received “low interests
loans® from the federdl SBA disaster program, and the vast majority of these fjshers still
are unabla.to remalin current with thelr denders and vendors. in. many casgs, these
fishers have pledged every-asset at their disposal, (including thelr homes and property)
as-secutily, and are likely to beforced to filefor bankruptcy protection. it i prabable that
the majority of these vessels will be lost {5 foreclosure within tha next few mouths. ltIs
certaln thif lexisting federal assistance fragrams will not resolve thelr problems, and
soluﬁonsmﬁfbe particularly difficut. Yet4there continues to be a lingering question, Is
caving thése vessels really financially praciical-and realistic? On a production basls, the
2001 Frdser-aun was predicted to be the Hilgh of the cycle. if 2001 really Is the. high of
the cycleawfiat will the balance of the oye have In stdre for us? Are the realistic
oppom&t;%p,fgr eso vessels in other fisheries? Where will the capital conie from to
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sodsun o
completg(such converslons? Should thesg fishers conslder downsizing to a vessel that
has other cost-effective applications? Orishould they just exit the fishing industry
altogether?. These are obviously emotionally charged Issues, but they must be
considered In the equation. | must also cattion you, that there will always bedimitations
ral or state program. 3 e

Market go
A ‘ 1

. We have seen Puget Sound Sockeye prices at $.75 per pound on the grounds
during the 2001 fishery, and it is said that the buyers lost money on products that they
bought.. This low price-occuired even though 2301 was the fow cycle of the Bristol Bay

Sockeye run, which historically has driven-price levels throughout the entire invustry. So

ndigons:'

- whiat is happening? It is & fact that tue Yen/Dallar exchange: ratz 2l by 20% from 2000

to 2001;:and: surely: has adverse impacts on the value of exporfed Sackeye.
Determirilng the future-of the exchange rate is relatively unpredictable. However, no one
is-predictingany radicalimprovement forthe short term. =
Ay ait :

It15,als0 a fact that the Chilean “fagied Salmon production” is expected to total
nearly 140 milllion pounds in 2001. This pfoduct is being sold In Japan at ah average
wholesale -price range of $1.58 to $1.65 per pound. In contrast, Bristol Bay, during a

good year, could produce 130 milllion finished pounds. The Bristol Bay processors

- would need to sell that product at $2.02 in-Japan to breakeven on Sockeye that was

bought at an “ex-vessel price® of $.40- per pound. Just fhree years agq, Salmon
marketers would say that no way would ;Chilean Coho be substituted for! Sackeye.
These same folks are now trying to find'a way to sell Sockeye viith out lasing their

. companiés.. They will.aleo say that the Chileans have pushed ‘yvild Salmon” out of the

domestigimarketplace as well. m .
5! TR ]

d: o L .
Aliiough Sockeye has always beefl the malnstay of our fivet, it is also impartant
thougti thg.Bellingham Bay Kings have always been a valued “domestic frest: product’,

“t0. eonsld%r the relative-impacts caUsed by, farmed fish-on‘other Salaion species. Even

it -has als¥Pren displaced by farmed fislizdhis can alsa be sald Sor our Cofio. Chums
will a!waﬂs ~be primarfly bought for thalr Boe. However, that product

adversely
impa iwhen the State of Washingtontsold Japan the smolt to build ‘the huge
Hokkaldo :run,- which now p duces miligns of Chums that produces tons: of lkura,
(Chum Rge), P . . i& e
H oy SR 1 . > 2oy - )
Tﬁgrex:ls often-a popylar theary iEgarding the ‘deve.lopn'me:\p of a nidke in the
domesticiimarket for our Salmon producti. Given the clrcumstances, such:a notion
wotild .léémlongways out,:and more importantly extremely -expensive, ‘and with no

€ ,
o f success. So, what do you réally think the future holds for our Salmon?

;.?._7
LR o

Sockeye,Sdlmon. The govemments of bafh the United States and Canada appolnt
ito/that commisslon. More importgiatly, both British Columbla and tie State of
ve & significant eay In who |
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They angije tiiat recreational type Salmonfiarvesting Is not only more manageable and

environmeitally friendly, but more econdjpjcally” beneficial to the state and'provincia)
govemmghts.. These govemmental posiigns probably spawned the recent round of
“buy-backifirograms”, or at least made i ynuch more politically acceptable. The botiom
line Is tha{We cannot look to these govemmgnts for support nor assistance. g
o N (el

Theré are.numerous other dynamic$;involved in making decislons regarding our
future Inghe Salmon industry, such as othéf;»-tribes. treaty rights, and trust responsibility.
Although those Issues should always be obh'sidered. no one other than us will be able to
offer or implement strategies that will solve “our” challenges. And, certalnly 1i6 one will
argue that the Salmon industry Isn't in dire Straits, or even on the verge of collapse. So,
now the question .becornes, what -are we:prepared to do to save our overall fishing
industry. We hope to.sae you at this-very iniportant meeting. :

M L
SincerelygYours, ¥y 1 : -
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Gordon Agams, Vice Chalrman = .
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AN BUSINESS COUNCIL
:" NGHAM, WASHINGTON 98226 o (360) 884-1489
EXT e
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P P
RESOLUTION #2001 - OF THE LUMMI INDIAN BUSINESS COUNCIL

'TITLE: Lummi Nation Declaration 6(‘ Economic Fisheries Disaster Area‘

A

WI{EREAS, the Lummi Indian Business Counal is the duly constituted governing body of the
- Lummi Tndian Rescrvatior. by the autlwrity of the Constitution and By-faws of the Lurami Tribe
of the Lumrm Reservation, Washington, and i

- WHERE§5; tthumru Nation.is:ia extreoie 'cco:\omlc distrs3s due to fundamental changes in
the world “shlnion market, unprecedented fow salmon prices and in some arcis chronic low
- returns of salmou .due.to.the lack of appropriate end effecttive actions-to camry out the trust and
fiduciary respousibilities of the Federal government to the Lummi Natioa and other tribal
governmenté'1'e. ESA, US/Canada Treaty and {3ng term neglect of resources cssennal to the

Tribes to mamtam their Schelangen; and 4

WE[EREAS as a result, prices paid for premlum sockcye was .77 per pound that is 80% less
than-the prlce in 1988 that was 3.63/pound; and '_ i

WHEREAS, the Lummi Nation Reservation :ssan economlcally distressed community that lacks
economic ahernauves to‘provxde Job opportuaities for its 4,500 merubership; and

3 ‘
WHEREA et gross earnings from the 2000 comn}crclal fishing; salmon harvest, w local watets

-+ were less th Sl 4 millionxthis welue has failen from: the annuul average value in the mid 80's of

i 39000000admp of 83%; and o

.....

- mpared-to. 2000, thcm isa 40°(gfdmp in avaxlablegobs and a 82. 9% dmp in
- expected pe(sonal income in the economic base of' the Lummi Nation; and

WHEREA§ the 2001 Fraser sockeye salmon tun. projected to return at 12.8 million fish and

provide an expected Lummi harvest of 330,000 sockeye. the failure of the productive tuns left &

run of only;6.5. million fish and @ Lummi harvest, of 62,000 fish or 19% of expectations, after

providing ﬁ}i‘aéeapemeat goals, and . ,.{, f.

i v : e
WHEREAS xﬁe chronic poor retumns of some sppcies salmon to be luwested by Lunmlu Nation
have sever mited commercial ﬁshiug opp?ﬁunlues u\d ﬁmlwr adQed to the Tconomic
distress of (¢ mmi Nation; and

'5,4:1
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WHEREAS,'thc oommerdal salmon fi shing in the region has been restricted by actfons of the

Federal, Seat Inter-national sgreements glich as the US/Canada Treaty annex |
(Caho, Ch{mf:ndd Sockeye annexes to the tredf} , and the U.S. Endangered Species K;to v;ffg ns

WHEREAS. Lummi fisher familics have lustoncally depended on commercial fishing income to
maintain a subsistence lifestyle to pay for such essennal as electricity, home heating, and water
sewer services; and

WHEREAS the- Lummi Nation has suffered a severe reduction in tax revenucs appllommately
50%, including fish taxes, which pay for esscntlal community service; and :

WIIEREAS Lummi fishers who have been dépendent on the commerccial salmon ﬁ eries are
in-a state of; transmon as the fishing mdus:tty cdnsiders such options s financial and business
restructuring md increased marketing to maintain the salmon -industy as a viable part of the
-explore opportunities for cconqt,mc diversification; nnd i

il a( {

WH'EREAS thc fish is as important to Lummi people as the air we breathe and has pravided our
fishermen and fleet-of Lummi fishing vessels, a pnmary livelithood in Puget Sound waters and in
Whatcom Gounty. and

{
WHEREAS, changes in the world salmon market are duc to factors bcyond the Lummi Nation’s
control, including the rapid growth in produwon of farmed salmon in foreign natiors such as
Chile, Norway; and increasing farm fish producuon in Canada and Washington State, displacing
traditional markets for Lummi fishers end ﬁshers'm Washington, Oregon and Californig; and

o R
G ‘ z‘ 3

-w"

.- WHEREAY,: extensive -economic damages havi :occurred and will-continue to occdr for the

: Lummi. Natg;;‘tg«shmg indusiry that.consuits of qif

r SO0 fishermen and 400 vessels; ami

wnmms,mm Indian Nation needs. assistancc\ in the following areas: {
Mk EES T, . ¢
« Small Biisiness Administration assistance snd‘:eltef o - §;
‘e Indian Finanang -Act grauts and loans asslstaﬂce and relief
e . Federa! Emérgency Management Agency asgfkunce and relief .
‘e g-and rental relief ¥ ._ . i
. and critical living expenses : :
e Assi to impacted Reservation and asso ted Businesses i
* Unemploy compensation A :
] Grants rwsel aand equipment repau'. mai .anoe, and upgrade i
L
- |
hd ;
. .
THEREFO "..'&B {'ml ‘Indian Business Council pmcmms and
declares the:Lil i onomic Fighery Resource Disaster -Area and
t 2



people; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the fammi Nation, ia 2 goverment-to. overnm

mlationshipz' equests the Honorable Whatcony Cointy Executive and the Honorable govemoreg;'
the State of ashington to declare an econojq'gic disaster for the people in Washln'gton State
controlled fisheries -and to grant or seek sucti‘gssistance as herein requested and r'c‘qucsts the

Honorablé President of the United States to grant or seek the assistance herein requestel; and
K . ‘

w%% 4 |

hereby préfides notice to the Federal goverd:n(gx that it will hold them to their trust, g
e ol % Sty

and moral’ j:' ons to the Lummi Nation
kN . v

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lummi Nation is a federally recognized Tribe under
the Point Elliott Treaty of 1855 between the Lunifni Nation and the United States of America and
governs the-Lummi Indian Reservation and -extends its jurisdiction over its ceded \lerritories
including thie tidelands along itx exterior howtd';(ﬁes will take on the role of lead agen:y for the
following dctjpus taken in response to this econgjhic disaster declaration.

1. Tﬁé;;?i'f{f;al Chairman will write the Preéfiient of the United States to rnake hinf aware of
.tbegﬁ'e{iousness of the. situation and t6:request his assistance in marshalling federal
resodrces and seeking additicnal federal-funds to assist in diversifving the economy of
the Lummi Nation. it ,

1
[{

EX S i .
2. The: Tribe will pursue needed research and research funding that taps the knowledge and
skills of'local people and organizations gn the biology and science of salmon‘ runs and
othef'economically viable fish species ofi¥¥ashington and Canadian ecosystems;

.11,5; .

3. Thejf]!’r{be will need funding to seek wa)isgo improve marketing opportunities for Lummi
Wil%‘g%l;non including retail and regiaggtmarketing.
bk o i ¢
4. Thqiufﬁimi Nation government #ill urganize a Coordinated Respense Partnerskip (CRP)
forall ggeacy responses to the economigfilisaster.. Tribal agencies will act through the
CRPiconsistent with their existing staifiory authority to assist fisher families utilizing
. .existing¢statc-and foderal assistance withifleveloping losg-teem goats and stﬁegis for
cofainip diversification including the fflowing: ‘
.1 R P T
. AF ERP, will provide comprehensivii;information to -famyilies sbout the.. existing
. " i, programs available from state ‘anf]) federal -agencies for home heating, energy,
,ﬁ\ ¢mployment. and training, subsigiénce, health and social services, .foonomlc
« b

..’3

' o

g e

< development funding, and other gslential services.

t L
Insgtpport

113 request for additional fe

) rlot adequate to mect the needs of}

e e

ia\'ﬁ‘:e CRP will work with the T+ 3¢l Family Services Department, and \}dll work

- {oi with fishers families to expeditq”?@pﬁmﬁonsfor Low Income HousInF Eunctgy
£ ' e Y : :

A
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Assistance Programs ( and ‘will forwerd requests to the
. government as additional mwndsmdeemed necessary, feda-al

fb* The CRP will work with the Litimi Economic Development Depann{cnt to plan

. {veconomic.development summi 31: be held in the next 6 months to fociis on long-
*“term issues such as; ftshenesy stry restructuring, economic dtverslﬁpauon, and

) , strategies to meet Lummi ecoriomiic development goals.

23 uThe-CRP will work with theh]:umml Funding Department to work with the

i urcau of Indian Affeirs to facilithte the release of genesal assistance tund to the
Tn’be pucsuant to 25 CFR part 20’ BIA General Assistance.

t
t

S The Lummi Nation Rapid Response Um{ wxll be dcveloped and focus their eft‘prts on the
needs of the affected families with assnstance in retraining for alternative odcupations.
Job Counselors will work one on one wuh applicants to identify training and employment
goals m ocwpatlons that are in dcmand ;'hd suitable to the individaal.

‘. - e -

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED that the Qlwirman (or Vice Chairman in his g’osence) is
hereby atithiotized and directed to ececutq?;thxs resolution and any documents iconnected
therewith, - an& ‘the Secretary (or the Reco lﬂg Secretary in her absence) is authonzed and
directed tozxecute the following certification’ ﬁf

'iﬂ«.‘.if

LUMMI NATIGN! {
'.}.’ '/”//{ g ~ /’)/
William E. Jones. Chilrman
Lummi Indian Bu;;ncss Council
.,..1

A
. .

~ CERTIFICAT
As Secret of the Lummi Indian Businicss unctl I hcrcby certify that the above Regolution #
was adopt ‘at'a regular meeting of the Counc; Hield on the 4™ of September 2001 at which time

a quorum ot‘x \hs present by 2 vote of for, agal ' '~- and abstenuon(s) {
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World Production of Salmon
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CongressfShal Letter
Dear Senator or Congressperson - (73

o

. )

1. chuest for immediate relief of the emérgcncy economic conditions facing the
Lummi muon and other Northwest F‘ub&gg Tribes and Fishers.
H
2. Salmon aid Bill similar ¢to the Farm Aidjhlls long- term support for re-
structurmg the Treaty-Based Salaicn l‘ishlng Industry.
BACKGROUND o
. -~ The Lummi Nation. has for countless generatlons been e fishing people. The iinportance
of fishing to the way of life (schelangen) of. the Lummi people is an intherent right that is
:represetited inthe Treaty of Poim Elliott 03855, later upheld in the. US v Wushington
.(Boldt) decision. .The fish are as important to us as the air we brezthe. While these,
problems are similar to those of‘other fisherszthere is a unique responsibility of the -
Federal govemment to these resources. The'ﬁshcnos resources on whici Lummi Nation
fishers are dependent; are protected by the Pbmt Elliot treaty with the United States of
Americi Liummn Nation fishers are dependé t on the annual run of Sockeye Salmon that
are prerﬂ um' quality and that command a pr nﬂum price. This is thc economic basn§ for
the formcrly profitable Lummi Fishlng Fleét : ;
Cumulatwe effects for the Lummi Natiou iy
The abstlute worst fishing year was the l99b when Tribal fishers received no days of
sockeyefishing. The 2000 fishing season prowdcd no rellef. The 2001 ﬁshmg scason is
the secoqd worst fishing year on record for (hz‘{.ummx Nation. The cumulative effects of
these. economic disasters approach a loss of 320 to $40million dollars in income. Fichers
operatiodal costs-have remained constant or hayc increased. Boat moorage, msuranqe,

boat payments and-equipment:cherges-have céptmued to accumulate. ‘
.. i

Other Rdited Factors 4&4 .

Other fart megatwely impacting the fishixi@lindustry are listed below: S

| 3 uction of Fish Habitat, . f;\ . 4

o “ficitased Farmed Fish Depressing Matkets ‘

. ﬁﬁ‘ectofESA {" N

. wcmd:aur Seas Fithing 4 . | ;

. tio Fishin, l : i

Hyefadoml Figh W i

DATAT'«”* . 1 o
’*" ! - Lummt Nation for Sockeye Fisheries -

Num dﬁ‘ish -| Number of Pounds fﬂcel?ound Tncome ,

[l : ' Expectation
2,178,000 - fl9lpound $1.7 million

Actual ﬁéﬁ‘ ‘Actual Pounds | : Actual Income

370,103 ¥ s $292,381 £

Disastrous:Differences
L3 _1 82.9%! ¢
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The D«Yﬁfnu Nation has hlstoncally malntalned the largest flect of the Boldt-area tnbes
and as fétently as 1985 this fleet numbers 76@ boats and produced an average incone of

322 000.
' Reduction in the Number b(‘ Registercd Sockeye Fishers "

Year . 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001

} #ofRegnstered ‘F‘shers (Does not include all Ftchers) S89 |SI1 |618 473

. NEED UESTS for ASSISTANCE
. Shor( erm Necds/chucst

upport for-the immediate hasic Iwmg cxpenses of Tribul fishing (amilies.
Lumnu l-‘ushers need assistance to pay for Ihe basic living expenses for themselves end
their fanultes The 373-sockeye fishers support an estimated 1,865 persons. This i isa
sxzcable number of people who represent 30% of the total Tnbal population. Esnmated
costs om:r two years $3,124,248. «;g:;f.“-» : ,
r‘" + '
2. “Support for immediate job tra:mq§ and placement assistance through the
* Mislocated workers programs. 17

LumpmiiFishers need job training and placcmnnt assistance to transmon out of fishing to

other oEpanons Our County has lost overﬂ 400 jobs recently dueto high electrigity
prices. Currently there is aglut-of workers cif ‘the local labor market, which makes *
training‘and job experience of applicants evén more critical to successful employment
Estlmaﬂ‘.d costs over two years $2,500,000.

n&'@
3. #‘f&lng for plannmg and developn'lént of long-term solut:on
Whife l;hm;edxate human needs must be mqtthe Salmon Fishing Industry must be. re-
stmcturad with government assistance to aVoid wholesale bankruptctes and loss of whole

commufijtiés. The long-term solution fonth{s <ontinuing economic disaster for is nbt

another.welfare or training program. The [:(Imml Nation is seeking a onc-time payrpent
of $500%000 support the planning, develop ' neat and start-up phases of a comprch
projeetd;Sdme of the elements of the long-tsji plan are listed below:

ug the Salmon ﬁslung industry t o it: ﬁslung resources that arc sull in 5‘{,
. ’ 2‘ b . ég"' ) : e
¢ ¢ ted and non-ﬁshlng Business que[opment and ‘l'ra.ns:txon Ass:stance .

!

s '_ brgivencss from SBA and/or reiﬁnanang with the USDA.to sustain the;

t! “ 'A

Long-téﬁt\ Fubsidy of the fishing industry tq 'ffset impact of macro-economics outsrde of
the cox%ﬁ tfo1:0f the fishers. i g

14 a
Longtumma:ketraearchto develop proj :Af '
wrremg:lilh,g industty j 1

' ‘g‘bs‘ .
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Theitionorable torman Y. Mineta ', o
UniBt it utes Dapariment of Co ; i
3 0 MTerce Y
14th%80d Constituion Avenue, NW \‘i{?
Washingten, DC 20230 b
Dear M. Gacratary: ik .
| fotivially request you decare a fistierios resdlice failure pursuant to Section 312 of the Magunson-
Stevgns!%horymdcomenraﬁooond ALG Act (A so disastyr assistance ean ha provided
1o the adversely tmpacted commercial and ¥ul ce fisherman, cormunites, smafl business
¢ * owpels, and thelremgloyoes in/daska’s River, Yukon Rivar, and lorton Sounc: regions. |

Toretd you will ba cole 1 act quickly ts il ats this eitusion bafara th tuman wad ecclogleat
Y mmﬂﬁd o -k
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80 comawrities in tha disastar pnmdepemmcnm&mnm cand
< icvival, The etiation this yoar od and fn os are
unabla fo pay (of , esseatfal utiiGes, fual, and gasoline for

m "' abty] dherﬂm
o .n'. 'acdmmmhﬂ\eqmm ¥ my@x{er.aumer.muﬂynﬂofmt .
pos o twm“wnwas‘am ped ofﬂ&;{mﬁmmmwm thelr

kmited Fash econony. (n some of these it r has caused a serous depletion tn
tradfiiofial subsistence faod sources. :,'! ‘ £
. - .. . -':' 5_\. 1
As desctibed In the enclosod documa&-ﬁt&d;m@ s alroady engaged ina compmbarwm’gﬁonu
M&cd@nﬁmmﬂl pmvidcdﬁpcmf-ﬁfg Mmmdewo&ﬂbﬂﬂemdmﬁdemof
thae disastér aroa. A disastor deolaratign under Section 312 fs needed to make federal resoflirces
avaltablc for indivi ual and family essistancoi tyear recearciy, monftefing, and etdoroemn‘nt offort;
and community and worlforoo deVOIOpnm\i‘fgtﬁwnomlc diversifcation. - ‘
This pulative mpact of soverd. years of (109¢ rure. bres exhausted personal and opmauntty
reééurmmahrgepo«ﬁmcfowm la ‘of and greatly appredato that aramba Hof your
) aaninforrrally to @ the eftuction as vie mada them aware of ttes develaping
_ ,mwwgmf,,m@ﬂd‘ e veal acfion on 4 fequest, for a Socion 312
i Yollure.
B 3 .'3 (907)485-39860rhaveamembero{y ¢ staff

it ‘ tie of furtiior assistancs, plaase call me
0 . c&}ohn Katz in my Washington, D.C.. Off;

e

5 gt (202) 624-5358. N

-~

oA

et

. ..
f S

e



s;mng.uﬁ 20910, (301) 713-2334.

CFDA Number 11452, Unalfiod Industry Prg ,ops ‘;
{
{

Click héri fo.go fo the web site.
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=21 be declared duo to @ £xhery resource disaster
o tauses not related to fisving. A commergal fishery

'fmlute mustbo chown In order to provide 3 :? rica. -
v i } :

pan doteminaﬂon of the comxmeccial ﬁsheq"f&‘] . funds are authotizad to be avanaue for use

mcdedsata aﬁs!ungeonumdbGGotd'Mybymesmryhcoo poration with
emg State ot Gishing eommutw to amﬂp‘economc and soclal offects of the commercial

gistiery Eailiire. The funds may also be used ff rﬂay ed‘nﬂty deemed appropriate by the Sebmarv to
Jgéhe fishery or preventa dmlar faﬂurem ve future, and to assist a fishing commu
affe tme failure.

The tatymustde‘lzmneﬁlatanye ivif) ;uthonzed for these pu:posesmustnotexpand the
size or ~3pe of the commercial fishery fall ‘mjlhat fishery or lnfo other fishedies of othef
geographic regloris. The Federal eharo of the cost of mny activity autholized uader secﬂoq;'am(a)
’ nutiéxce 7Spem1tofmemﬁ!co&of Tt activity. The uthorized to

Jfiahto for this purpose-as necessaly $g s 1996, 1097, 1098, er.d 1899. -‘

. Office of Sustainabie Fishqqge, NMFS, NOAA, 1315 fzast West Highwdy, Sitver
0.'¢301) 743-2334.




