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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Kathleen Babinesux Blanco
Governor of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Loujsiana 70804-9004

"Dear Governor Blanco:

I am writing to inform youthattthepaﬂmentofComuce lNaﬁoml Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effects of
hurricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Inteyjurisdictional
Fisheries Act (IFA),

1 am making a determination that a commercial fishery failuro and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(z) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Guif of Mexico’s commercial fisheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabsma, Mississippi, and Louigiana.

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another too] to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us to work with you and your communities to evaiuate
the storm’s short-term and long-term jmpact. Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resoutce agency siaff, and commmercial entities in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. ‘We will use these evaluations to asscss the nood for fishery disaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing federal relief programs,

The assistance available under MSA section 312(a) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federal share of any relicf activities under MSA scotion 312(s) may not

exceed 75 percentofthmooﬁ 'Ihucismmamhmgreqmmmnndunmmﬁonwsan
Both provisions cover . ; X

provide the most effective and timely response possible.
The Department of Commeyce will continue to coordinate with you and the other affected
states as appropriate and of course will keep you apprised as decisions are made. If you have

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact mo or Nat Wienecke, Acting Assistant Socretary
for Legislative and lntezgovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincerely.

Carlos M. Gutierrez
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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Bob Riley
Govemor of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2751

Dear Gov:znor Riley:

1 am writing to inform you that the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effects of
bumricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) of the
Fishery Conscrvation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Interjurisdictional
Fisherics Act (IFA).

I am making a determination that a commercial fishery failure and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Gulf of Mexico's comnercial fisheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana,

This declaration provides thc Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Guif region and enables us to work with you and your communitics to cvaluate
the storm’s short-term and long-term impact. Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entitics in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assess the need for fishery disaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing federal relief programs.

The assistance aveaileble under MSA scetion 312(a) and XPA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federal share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(2) may not

exceed 75 percent of their cost. There is no matching requirement under IFA section 308(d).
Bothprovuions coverdxffamtﬁshn‘ycondmons, wwewﬂluscmhmthmtyunmuyh

TheDcpuhnmtofCommmwincontinmtomrdinatewimmmdﬂ»oﬂmM

states as appropriate and of course will keep you apprised as decisions are made. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wicnecke, Acting Assistant Secyetary
for Legislative and Intwgovmuml Affairs, at (202) 482-3663,

Sincerely,

¢ Carlos M. Guﬁeu'ez
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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Haley Barbour
Governor of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Dear Governor Barbour:

1 am writing to inform you thet the Department of Commerce’s Nationsl Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisherics Servic iz examining the effects of
. hurricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheriee under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Congervation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Inteljmiiidicﬁond
Fisheries Act (IFA).

1 am making a determination that a commercial fishery failure and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Gulf of Mexico’s coromercial fisheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. .

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us to work with you and your commumities to evalnate
the storm’s short-term and long-term impact, Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entities in your state to
cvaluzte the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing snd processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assesa the need for fishery dmaswrwsim
that canmot be met through other existing federal relief programs.

The assistance available under MSA section 312(s) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different, The federal share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(a) may not

wtceed 75 percent of ﬁw:rcost Thete isno matchmg requiruncnt undu IFA aecﬁon 308(d)

pro\ndo th most effective and tlmely Tegponse possibh

The Department of Commerce will continue to coordinate with you and the other affected
states as appropriate aud of course will keep you apprised as decisions are made. If you have
smy questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wienecke, Acting Assistant Sccrotary
for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincercly,

"‘i Carlos M. Gutierrez
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Septemiber 8, 2005

The Honorable Jcb Bush
Governor of Florida
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

Dear Governor Bugh:

I am writing to inform you that the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effects of
hurricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conscrvation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Integjurisdictional
Fisheries Act (IFA),

Immakingadctmnmauonm”ommﬁalmha‘yfanmanda fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Gulf of Mexico's commercial fisherics off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us to work with you and your communities to evaluate
the storm’s short-term znd long-term irapact. Over the coming weeks snd months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entities in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assess the need for fishery disaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing federal relief programs.

The assistance available under MSA section 312(a) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federal share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(a) may not
exceed 75 percent of their cost. 'IhereisnomstchingmquirmnmderIFAmwBOS(d).

Both provisions cover different ishé

provide the most effective and timely response possible.

TheDepMofCommwnconﬁnnawwmﬁanywmqumm
states as appropriate and of course will keep you apprised as decisions are mede, If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wienecke, Acting Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovermmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincepely,

7

Carlos M. Gutierrez,



