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The Honorable Rebecca Blank
Acting Secretary of Commerce
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14th and Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Medam Secretary:
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Hurricatie Isaac’s storm track impacted many of the nation’s most issportant fishing commumities. Among other
impacts, Hurricane Issac remobilized oil from the Degpwater Horlzon oil spill into Louisiana’s beaches and
poastal marshes; resulting in fisheries chosures and exacarbating impacts from the spill. In our coastal parishes,
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2011 by providing 1.5 billion pounds of seafood at a value of over $340 million. As the largest producer of
domestic seafood for owr nation, testoration of Louisiana’s fisheries, fisheries infrastructure, and habitat is

critical to our nation's mmyaaésa&efmiﬁesmwmmms hv@m&eﬁs&ngmdmy We._....
* fhiust niot overlook the devastating effects that this natural disaster Will have on commercial fishermen
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caught shrimp, crab, oysters and finfish. Declaring a commercial fisheries failure will begin the process of

- delivering assistance to the impacted commercial fishing industry in Louisiana and help get Louisiana
fishermen back on the water. Mmhwmmmﬂwmmwmm
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