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NOAA Fisheries is an Agency within
the Department of Commerce’s
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. NOAA Fisheries'’
mission is to provide stewardship of
living marine resources through
science-based conservation and
management and the promotion of
healthy ecosystems.

Regional Recreational Roundtables

2013 Regional Recreational
Roundtable Preliminary Summary

Looking Forward Together

As part of our effort to better understand the values and priorities of anglers, NOAA
Fisheries met with recreational and non-commercial fishermen in a series of regionally-
based discussions during the first quarter of 2013. In addition to connecting anglers
and non-commercial fishermen with each other and Agency staff, these meetings
provided NOAA Fisheries with valuable input to: inform regional recreational action
agenda updates, identify regionally shared issues and priorities, and enhance
discussions at the Managing Our Nation’s Fisheries I11 conference.

This summary presents an overview of the most commonly expressed views voiced
during the meetings in the Northeast, Southwest, Northwest, Alaska, and Pacific Islands
regions, but does not represent consensus or the entirety of views expressed. Additional
roundtable discussions in NOAA Fisheries’ Southeast Region and with Atlantic Highly
Migratory Species fishery participants are slated for the spring of 2013. A final
summary of findings will be released following the completion of all meetings.

Common Findings

Issues and priorities shared between regions fell into three general categories:

. Data and science
. Management & Conservation
. Communications
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Roundtable Meetings

Northeast:
Gloucester, MA
January 17, 2013

Southwest:
Half Moon Bay, CA
February 5, 2013

Marina Del Rey, CA
February 7, 2013

Alaska:
Auke Bay, AK
March 19, 2013

Northwest:
Portland, OR
March 21, 2013

Pacific Islands:
Honolulu, HI
February 12-13, 2013

Data & Science

There is broad support for greater use of fishery independent data in fisheries
stock assessments.

Confidence in recreational fishery dependent catch and effort survey data
varies widely by region.
0 There is a general perception that recreational catch and effort data
are not adequate for in-season management.
0 Anglers are concerned that catch survey data are extrapolated beyond
the statistical limits of the data in an effort to provide precise catch
estimates rather than catch/effort trends.

There is support for electronic self-reported recreational data collection.
Limitations of such data (e.g., self-reported data may not be representative of
general fishing activity) were not widely recognized.

Some anglers are reluctant to share catch data with NOAA Fisheries out of
concern that it will be used to further restrict fishing opportunities.

Improving socio-economic data collection and expanding its use in regulatory
process is seen as essential to improving management of recreational fisheries.

There is a perception that socio-economic impacts / value of recreational
fisheries is under-estimated.

There is support for NOAA Fisheries’ cooperative efforts to improve survival
of recreationally released fish. There is interest in undertaking additional
cooperative research on barotrauma and other issues.

Participants supported/requested additional research on artificial reefs to
resolve the question of production vs. aggregation for purposes beyond habitat
restoration.

The use of advanced survey techniques, such as high-resolution video and
acoustic surveys, to augment/replace traditional approaches, is supported by
anglers.
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Management

Some participants viewed management as too biologically conservative, especially
for rebounding fish stocks, resulting in reduced fishing opportunities. Participants
cited multiple uncertainty buffers as a contributing factor.

There is concern that regulators are quick to reduce fishing opportunities, but fail
to consider mechanisms to ease restrictions. Anglers suggested including
criteria/benchmarks for easing restrictions in Federal rulemakings which are
imposing fishery restrictions.

Many anglers are dissatisfied with current recreational/commercial catch

allocations and support opportunities to revisit them within the council process.

0 Thereis interestin
re-visiting
historical
allocations for
some fisheries,
based on new
demographic and
economic
information.

Anglers expressed concern over the cumulative loss of fishing opportunities to area
closures. Specifically, they raised:
o0 Controlling management authorities give inadequate consideration to
including and responding to angling interests.

0 There is an inadequate recognition of the cumulative effects of the
array of closures.

There is concern over the impacts (current and potential) on recreational fisheries
of recovering marine mammal and sea turtle populations. Issues identified
included: direct predation of depressed fish stocks, depredation of recreationally
caught fish, ruining fishing trips (“shutting off the bite”), additional fishing
restrictions, and penalties for accidental interactions.

Anglers expect a “conservation benefit” to be returned to the fishery in the form of
additional fishing opportunities from improved survival of recreationally released
fish.
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Recreational Fisheries

Engagement Initiative

The Recreational Fisheries Engagement
Initiative is NOAA Fisheries’ effort to better
understand and address the values and
priorities of recreational fishermen through
enhanced dialogue, trust, partnership, and
responsive action.

For more detailed information on the

Recreational Fisheries Engagement Initiative,

please visit:

http:/iwww.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/management/rec
reational/

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Russell.Dunn@noaa.gov
727-551-5740

Danielle.Rioux@noaa.gov
301-427-8516

Management (Continued)

Some anglers viewed sub-regional management as a way to increase flexibility to
better meet their needs.

Many participants expressed a need for regulatory stability.
State management is perceived as superior to federal by many anglers.

There is interest among anglers in additional habitat restoration and enhancement
work, including the use of artificial reefs, to rebuild, sustain, and enhance fish
stocks and fishing opportunities.

Communications

Anglers want to better understand how reported/collected recreational data are
used, more timely feedback on results and application of data collections, and to be
informed of ongoing research projects.

Anglers encourage Agency participation in local fishing shows, meeting with
fishing clubs, and periodic meetings with recreational constituents.

There is interest in regularly scheduled Agency/angler discussions to allow for
timely dialogue on issues and engage in two-way information exchange.
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