
Rules of Conduct for Fishery Rules of Conduct for Fishery 
Management Council MembersManagement Council Members



Fishery Council Members Include:Fishery Council Members Include:

Individuals nominated by the Governor Individuals nominated by the Governor 
and appointed by the Secretary of and appointed by the Secretary of 
Commerce (Public Members);Commerce (Public Members);
Regional director of National Marine Regional director of National Marine 
Fisheries Service; Fisheries Service; 
State officialsState officials



Public Members of Fishery Public Members of Fishery 
Management CouncilsManagement Councils

Subject to Federal conflict of interest Subject to Federal conflict of interest 
statutes;statutes;
File Statement of Financial Interests File Statement of Financial Interests 
(NOAA Form 88(NOAA Form 88--195)195)



What to ReportWhat to Report

Any interest in a harvesting, Any interest in a harvesting, 
processing, lobbying, advocacy, processing, lobbying, advocacy, 
or marketing activityor marketing activity



This includes stock, ownership This includes stock, ownership 
interest, or employment with:interest, or employment with:

Any entity that engages in harvesting, Any entity that engages in harvesting, 
processing, or marketing; orprocessing, or marketing; or
Any entity that provides services to Any entity that provides services to 
someone engaged in harvesting, someone engaged in harvesting, 
processing, or marketingprocessing, or marketing



Your financial interests include Your financial interests include 
the interests of:the interests of:

YYour spouse;our spouse;
Your minor children; orYour minor children; or
An organization in which you serve as An organization in which you serve as 

an officer, partner, or employeean officer, partner, or employee



Special Exception

With disclosure, you may fully 
participate as a Council member in 
a matter in which you have an 
interest in a harvesting, processing, 
lobbying, advocacy,

 
or marketing 

activity



UNLESS

The matter at issue will have an 
expected and substantially 
disproportionate benefit to your 
financial interest; or
Is a matter primarily of individual 
concern



Expected and Substantially Expected and Substantially 
Disproportionate BenefitDisproportionate Benefit

Greater than 10% interest in the total harvest, or Greater than 10% interest in the total harvest, or 
in the processing or marketing of the total in the processing or marketing of the total 
harvest; orharvest; or
Greater than 10% ownership in the vessels Greater than 10% ownership in the vessels 
within the fisherywithin the fishery



Matters Primarily of Individual Matters Primarily of Individual 
ConcernConcern

A matter that affects a small A matter that affects a small 
number of identified or easily number of identified or easily 
identifiable partiesidentifiable parties



Bribes and Similar Bribes and Similar 
PaymentsPayments

You may not accept anything You may not accept anything 
of value for taking action or of value for taking action or 
failing to take action as a failing to take action as a 
Council memberCouncil member



Lobbying the Lobbying the 
GovernmentGovernment

You may not communicate (in your You may not communicate (in your 
personal capacity) with any Federal personal capacity) with any Federal 
agency or Federal court on behalf of agency or Federal court on behalf of 
others concerning a specificothers concerning a specific--party party 
matter on which you participated as a matter on which you participated as a 
Council memberCouncil member



After Leaving Council ServiceAfter Leaving Council Service

You may not communicate with any Federal You may not communicate with any Federal 
agency or Federal court on behalf of others agency or Federal court on behalf of others 
concerning a specificconcerning a specific--party matter on which you party matter on which you 
participated as a Council member;participated as a Council member;
Additional twoAdditional two--year bar on specificyear bar on specific--party party 
matters even if you did not participate;matters even if you did not participate;
No outside use of nonNo outside use of non--public informationpublic information



Federal Officials of Fishery 
Management Councils

Subject to same conflict of interest restrictions 
regarding your Council duties that apply to your 
other Government duties;  
No participation in Council matters affecting 
fishing, harvesting, or marketing activities in 
which you have an interest



Federal Standards of Conduct

Gift restrictions;
Conflicts based on appearance 
concerns;
Outside activities



State Officials of Fishery 
Management Councils

Subject to state statutes or regulations and 
Council rules on conduct



Restrictions on State Officials

No solicitation or acceptance of anything of 
value in assisting someone in obtaining any 
appointive office or employment with the 
Council;
No participation in a matter that is primarily of 
individual concern or a policy matter likely to 
affect your financial interests;
No outside use of non-public information



Fishery Management Council StaffFishery Management Council Staff

Subject to Federal conflict of interest statutes Subject to Federal conflict of interest statutes 
and Council rules on conduct;and Council rules on conduct;
No participation in Council matters affecting No participation in Council matters affecting 
fishing, harvesting, or marketing activities in fishing, harvesting, or marketing activities in 
which you have an interestwhich you have an interest



Restrictions on StaffRestrictions on Staff

No financial interest that interferes with the fair No financial interest that interferes with the fair 
and impartial conduct of your duties;and impartial conduct of your duties;
No outside use of nonNo outside use of non--public information;public information;
No solicitation or acceptance of anything of No solicitation or acceptance of anything of 
value in assisting someone in obtaining any value in assisting someone in obtaining any 
appointive office or employment with the appointive office or employment with the 
CouncilCouncil



Lobbying the GovernmentLobbying the Government

If you serve more than 130 days in a 365If you serve more than 130 days in a 365--day day 
period, you may not communicate (in your period, you may not communicate (in your 
personal capacity) on behalf of others with any personal capacity) on behalf of others with any 
Federal agency or Federal court on any matterFederal agency or Federal court on any matter



After Leaving Council ServiceAfter Leaving Council Service

You may not communicate with any Federal You may not communicate with any Federal 
agency or Federal court on behalf of others agency or Federal court on behalf of others 
concerning a specificconcerning a specific--party matter on which you party matter on which you 
participated as a Council employee;participated as a Council employee;
Additional twoAdditional two--year bar on specificyear bar on specific--party party 
matters under your supervision, even if you did matters under your supervision, even if you did 
not participate;not participate;
No outside use of nonNo outside use of non--public informationpublic information



Rose and Jack enjoying their cruise Rose and Jack enjoying their cruise 
on the Titanic on the Titanic 



LOOK OUT!LOOK OUT!



http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Iceberg_and_titanic.png


QuestionsQuestions

•• Contact the NOAA Regional Attorney Contact the NOAA Regional Attorney 
responsible for advising your Council; responsible for advising your Council; 

•• State agency responsible for providing State agency responsible for providing 
ethics advice; orethics advice; or

•• Ethics Law and Programs Division at Ethics Law and Programs Division at 
(202) 482(202) 482--53845384
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