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Magnuson-Stevens Act Definition

MSA § 3, paragraph 37:

“The term “recreational fishing” means fishing for sport 
or pleasure ”or pleasure.
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Recreational Fishing Community

•Private anglers
• Vessel

•Tournament operators
•Tackle manufacturers,

• Shore based

•Speargun
F hi l / i

Tackle manufacturers, 
distributors, retailers
•Marinas

•Fore-hire vessels/services
• 6-pack
• Guides
• Headboats
• Lodges
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National Scope of Recreational 
Fisheries

In 2008:

• 12 million saltwater anglers took 85 million trips
• Contributed approximately $82 to the national• Contributed approximately $82 to the national 

economy 
• Supported 384,000 jobs
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Regions-at-a-glance

Region Angler Trip & Durable 
Equipment 

Economic Impacts of 
Recreational Fishing q p

Expenditures ($‘000s)
g

Expenditures ($‘000s)
Gulf of Mexico $12,544,820 $3,075,710
Southeast Atlantic $7,479,816 $265,600Sout east t a t c $ , 9,8 6 $ 65,600
Mid-Atlantic $4,161,460 $328,723
Pacific $1,970,478 $207,043
N E l d $1 838 632 $81 191New England $1,838,632 $81,191
Western Pacific $588,474 $301,946
Alaska $388,944 $254,950
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Caribbean N/A N/A



Top Ten Recreational Species

Ranking Species Catch (# of Fish) 
1 Drum: seatrouts 50,688,000
2 Drum: croaker & sandspot 46,588,000
3 Summer Flounder 24 519 0003 Summer Flounder 24.519,000
4 Striped Bass 13,986,000
5 Sharks 5,488,000
6 R kfi h/S i fi h 2 307 0006 Rockfish/Scorpion fish 2,307,000
7 Salmon 1,214,000
8 Small Tunas/Atlantic Bonito 1,027,000
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9 Pacific Halibut 875,000
10 Large Tuna 791,000



Recreational Issues

• Access & opportunity
D t ll ti• Data collection
• Catch & effort
• Socio-economicSocio economic

• Allocation
• Catch shares
• National Ocean Policy / Coastal & Marine Spatial 

Planning
R t ti i th t
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• Representation in the management process
• Deepwater Horizon disaster impacts



Counting Catch
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Marine Recreational Information 
Program (MRIP)Program (MRIP)

MRIP i fMRIP is a process for:
developing and certifying, scientifically sound survey 
and estimation methods and making the methodsand estimation methods and making the methods 
available for regional use.
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Why was MRIP Initiated?
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NRC Recommendations (Summary)NRC Recommendations (Summary)

Improve the process.
E th t th d d—Ensure that survey methods are sound.

Once that’s complete, build out additional tools to meet 
specific needs.p

Throughout, make sure to engage stakeholders and 
customers in the process to: 
—Create a better product.
—Ensure broad buy-in of end product.
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NRC Recommendations cont.

• Charter, party and other for-hire recreational fishing 
operations should be required to maintain logbooks of 
fish landed and kept as well as fish caught and released;

• The survey fails to provide a valid and reliable method of 
accounting adequately for fish caught and not broughtaccounting adequately for fish caught and not brought 
back to the dock;

• Panel surveys, which contact anglers repeatedly through 
time, should be considered;

• Development and maintenance of a central data 
warehouse for recreational fisheries and development of
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warehouse for recreational fisheries and development of 
appropriate dissemination tools (Role of Federal 
Agency).



MSRA Mandates

• Establish and implement a regionally based registry program for 
recreational fishermen in each of the 8 fishery management regions 

• In consultation with stakeholders establish a program to improve the• In consultation with stakeholders, establish a program to improve the 
quality and accuracy of information with a goal of achieving acceptable 
accuracy and utility for each individual fishery.  

• To the extend possible implement the recommendations of the NRC• To the extend possible, implement the recommendations of the NRC 
report.

— An adequate number of dockside interviews to assure accurate statistics;
— Collection and analysis of vessel trip report data from for-hire fishing;Collection and analysis of vessel trip report data from for hire fishing;
— Surveys that utilize Federal or State registries of anglers and vessels;
— Development of a weather corrective factor to apply to catch and effort statistics
— Establishment of an independent committee to review data and statistics, identify 

d fi i i d d i i i
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deficiencies, and determine appropriate correction measures. 



MRIP Goal

Goal --- A nationwide system of surveys operating with 
consistent standards and sufficient flexibility to meet y
national, regional, and state needs, and to provide reliable 
information about recreational fishing in a timely manner to 
support effective and fair managementsupport effective and fair management.

• Success is NOT how different the "new" numbers are fromSuccess s O o d e e e e u be s a e o
the "old" numbers.

• Success IS the precision of, and level of confidence in, the
b th t t d
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numbers that are generated



What are the priorities?

• Improved accuracy, which primarily means:
—addressing potential biases in past survey 

designs;
R d d i f ti t—Reduced variance of estimates

• Improving the way we manage and share 
informationinformation.

• Increasing spatial resolution and timeliness.
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MRIP National Strategy

• Regional flexibility
• Development of survey design, estimation and p y g ,

management standards and best practices
• Utilization of angler registries as sample 

framesframes
• Unbiased sampling and estimation designs

• For-hire specific data collection approachesFor hire specific data collection approaches
• Quality assurance and quality control 

standards

16

• Enhanced information management and data 
dissemination tools



Regional Surveys

Regional survey partners will make their own 
d i i t t i l d ithi thdecisions to meet regional needs within the 
“umbrella” guidance of MRIP to apply survey 
parameters such as:parameters such as:
• Basic survey design choices
• Coverage and resolution beyond standard minimumsCo e age a d eso u o beyo d s a da d u s
• For-hire data collection approach
• Biological sampling requirements
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MRIP Governance Structure

Executive 
Steering 

Committee

Operations R i t T
Communication 

d Ed ti
Information 

M tOperations 
Team Registry Team and Education 

Team
Management 

Team
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What does it all mean?

In the short term, MRIP will mean greater certainty in 
the quality of the estimatesthe quality of the estimates.
—By its very nature an estimate is not a precise number.

In the longer term, MRIP can allow for such things as:g , g
—More frequent surveys.
—Incorporating of complementary data sets.
—Other strategies for meeting customer needs.
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More Information

t fi hwww.countmyfish.noaa.gov

20



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


