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Agenda  Agenda  gg
 The MSA Fishery Management MissionThe MSA Fishery Management Mission

B k d d P f th MSAB k d d P f th MSA Background and Purpose of the MSABackground and Purpose of the MSA

 Current Policy GoalsCurrent Policy Goals

 CouncilsCouncils
 Source of AuthoritySource of Authority Source of AuthoritySource of Authority

 Roles and ResponsibilitiesRoles and Responsibilities

 Fishery Management Requirements Fishery Management Requirements 
 FMPs, National Standards, Secretarial Review, etc.FMPs, National Standards, Secretarial Review, etc.
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FMPs, National Standards, Secretarial Review, etc.FMPs, National Standards, Secretarial Review, etc.



The Fishery Management Mission
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The Fishery Management Mission

“The Congress finds and declares [that]..... A g [ ]

national program for the conservation and 

management of the fishery resources of the g y

United States is necessary to prevent 

overfishing to rebuild overfished stocks tooverfishing, to rebuild overfished stocks, to 

insure conservation, to facilitate long-term 

protection of essential fish habitats and toprotection of essential fish habitats, and to 

realize the full potential of the Nation's fishery 

resources ”
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Background and History

• Pre-1976Pre 1976
– State management 

within territorial waters
– Foreign fishing in what 

is now EEZ
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1976:   FCMA

 Set management 
structure

 Established
FCZ/EEZ
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1996:  Sustainable Fisheries Act

• Same Management Structure • Increased focus on 
S t i bilit• New Name (MSA) Sustainability
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2006:  MSRA

• End & prevent overfishingEnd & prevent overfishing
• Strengthen role of science

in managementin management
• Promote market-based 

management strategiesmanagement strategies
• Improve science & data
• Streamline environmental review• Streamline environmental review
• Enhance international cooperation
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2006:  MSRA

 Increased Accountability:  ACLs and AMsIncreased Accountability:  ACLs and AMs
St th l f iSt th l f i Strengthens role of scienceStrengthens role of science

 Emphasis on Emphasis on 
M k tM k t B dB dMarketMarket--Based Based 
Management:  Management:  
LAPPSLAPPS

 Council Member Council Member 
TrainingTraining
C di tiC di ti Coordination Coordination 
with NEPAwith NEPA

 International International 
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Structure of the MSA

•• CouncilsCouncils•• CouncilsCouncils

•• Fishery Management Plans Fishery Management Plans 
(FMPs)(FMPs)
–– Achieve OY/Prevent OverfishingAchieve OY/Prevent Overfishing

–– Additional National StandardsAdditional National Standards

–– FMP Components (Mandatory and discretionary)FMP Components (Mandatory and discretionary)

–– Other Applicable LawOther Applicable Law

–– Secretarial ReviewSecretarial Review
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•• Special ProvisionsSpecial Provisions



8 Regional Councils

Governors Special Representation
Nominate/Secretary 
appoints

E.g., North Carolina on 
Mid-Atlantic; Tribal seat on 
Pacific

Qualifications
K l d bl b t– Knowledgeable about 
fisheries

– Fair and balanced 
ti tapportionment
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Council Functions

• Prepare and submit FMPs/amendments

• Convene Committees and panels
• SSC; Fishing Industry Advisory Committee; Other advisory panels

• Conduct Public 
Meetings

• Submit Periodic Reports

• Set ACLs based on science

• Develop with SSC research
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Develop, with SSC, research
priorities



MSA Requirements for Council 
bMembers

•• FACAFACA•• FACAFACA

•• Disclosure and RecusalDisclosure and Recusal

•• Training Training 

•• Council Council Coordination CommitteeCoordination Committee
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Stay Tuned For:  Stay Tuned For:  yy

 Details on Council Process and FMP DevelopmentDetails on Council Process and FMP Development

 Conflicts of Interest and Ethics RequirementsConflicts of Interest and Ethics Requirements

 The MSA’s Fishery Management ProgramThe MSA’s Fishery Management Program
 FMPs and Regulations FMPs and Regulations 

 National StandardsNational Standards

 Mandatory and Discretionary FMP ComponentsMandatory and Discretionary FMP Components

 Secretarial ReviewSecretarial Review
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