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SOPP Amendment Procedures

Need to Update SOPPs and Approval Process

 We needed a clear process within NOAA to overcome
tracking/response problems

e Since removal of specific guidance from the
regulations, Council SOPPs have “drifted” in their
organization and content, needing details to ensure
they meet all the requirements of law, regulation, and
budgetary and financial guidance.
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SOPPs Review and Approval Process

 Review and approval modeled on RSP process

e Council, RO, and Regional NOAA GC work w/DOC-OGC
(FALD) to get concurrence w/proposed changes

e Councils submit SOPP to RO/Regional GC for clearance.

RO submits SOPP to HQ for SF, GCF, and final DOC-
OGC review.

 AA approves SOPP.
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Council

1. Amends SOPP, in consultation
with RO staff, Regional Counsel,
and FALD. o
2. Submits the amended SOPP for the procedure for reviewing the document and

approval to the RO. gaining the AA’s approval.

Amendments to a Council SOPP must be
approved by the AA. This diagram describes

y

Regional Office (RO)
1. Reviews SOPP for compliance with the MSFCMA and
NMFS policies.

Federal Assistance Law Division (FALD)
1. Facilitates review and clearance of the SOPP
amendment by all divisions in the Commerce
Office of General Counsel.
2. Sends a Certification of Attorney Review to
the Regional Administrator.

2. Sends to FALD, requesting review and clearance of the
SOPP by OGC.

3. Prepares & submits following documents to F/SF:

-FR Notice of Availability (NOA)

-Certification of Attorney Review by Regional Counsel and
FALD

-Decision memo
-Draft approval letter (AA to Council)

A 4

Office of Sustainable Fisheries (F/SF)
1. Reviews the SOPP amendment package for
completeness, correctness, and format problems.
2. Coordinates review and clearance of the SOPP
amendment package through GCF and headquarters.

T/

A 4

Assistant Administrator (AA)
Signs approval letter & decision memo,
approving publication of the NOA in the
Federal Register.

Notice of Availability

Published in the Federal Register (no comment
period). SOPP is made available on Council’s
website.
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Model SOPP

 SF, GCF, FALD have developed a model SOPP

 Model based on original guidance, very similar to a former
NPFMC SOPP

 Language in Model is pre-approved by GCF and FALD

 While format need not be followed exactly, requirements
identified in model must be in Council SOPP for it to be
approvable

 Model has been updated wi/final rule and provided to
assist in updating Council SOPPs
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References

e NMFS Guidance found at:

https://reefshark.nmfs.noaa.gov/f/pds/publicsite/index
.cfm

« NMFS Policy Directive 01-115, Fishery Management

Council Statements of Organization, Practices and
Procedures

« NMFS Instruction 01-115-01, Fishery Management
Council Statements of Organization, Practices and
Procedures

e Model SOPP available from OSF.
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Bill Chappell, F/SF5
William.Chappell@noaa.qgov

ph: 301-713-2337, x169

Tara Scott, F/SF5
Tara.Scott@noaa.qov
ph: 301-713-2337, x177

Your Regional Administrator

DOC/NOAA Resources

Stacey Nathanson, GCF
stacey.nathanson@noaa.goVv
ph: 301-713-9673

Jeff Joyner, DOC/OGC-FALD
|eff.joyner@noaa.qov

ph: 301-713-2177

Your NOAA General Counsel



