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Overview

1. Recreational fishing opportunities

2. Catch and effort data

3. Economics of recreational fishing

4 Conversations with angling community4. Conversations with angling community

5. Internal workings



Year in Review

One year out from the 
R ti lRecreational 
Saltwater Fishing 
Summit…

Have we 
delivered on 
our promises?



Improve Fishing Opportunities

• Addressing implementation of ACLs• Addressing implementation of ACLs 
and AMs

• Putting allocation on the table

Fi di t d t h d• Finding ways to reduce catch and 
release mortality



Workshop Findings
Guidelines for releases

• Avoid unwanted fish when possible
• Use the proper release tools
• Release ASAP (ideally <2 min)

Guidelines deep water speciesp p
• Recompression is first technique of choice
• Return fish to depth of capture

Guidelines for regulatory agenciesGuidelines for regulatory agencies
• Regional workshops for region specific guidance

Gaps in the current state of knowledge
• Species specific release mortality info needed for incorporation into 

assessments 



Improve Catch & Effort Data

• Angler registration update• Angler registration update

• Testing new ways to gather effort datag y g

• Addressing needs for timely data

• 2011 catch estimates debut new 
methodologymethodology



Angler Registry

5 Things to Know

• 25 of 29 coastal states and territories exempt
• Changes in New York New Jersey Maine• Changes in New York, New Jersey, Maine
• Over 700,000 registered anglers

$• $15 registration fee in effect Jan 1, 2011
• Pilot testing dual-frame phone and mail 

surveys to determine effortsurveys to determine effort



A Quick Word about “Effort”

Account for possible under-estimates ofAccount for possible under-estimates of 
effort by testing:
– Phone surveys  (angler license directory only)
– Phone surveys  (random digit dialing +   

license directory)license directory)
– Mail surveys      (postal service addresses + 

license directory)license directory)



A Quick Word about “Effort”

• All approaches have tradeoffs between• All approaches have tradeoffs between 
timeliness, cost, coverage and 
efficiencyefficiency

• Proposed feasibility test in 2011-2012 y
to look at tradeoffs



Data Timeliness Workshop

• March 15-16 in St. Petersburg, FL g

• Responding to stakeholder concerns 
about timeliness of dataabout timeliness of data

• Discussed scientific and management g
strategies for improving timeliness 
and meeting ACL/AM requirementsg q



Data Timeliness Workshop

Cross-cutting Themes
F “ ” d d f ti li• Focus on “core waves” and need for timeliness 
during high intensity fishing periods. 

• Forecasting models can improve with additional 
information on angler behavior, fuel prices and 
other economic factorsother economic factors. 

• Some willingness to trade off short-term 
precision for timeliness so long as the overallprecision for timeliness… so long as the overall 
estimate precision was maintained or improved. 



What’s Happening Now

Implementing the New Estimation Design

1. Method adopted by NOAA as best available 
science

2. Briefing Observer Team and coordinating with 
internal staff

3 Applying new methods to 2011 data3. Applying new methods to 2011 data
4. Re-estimating historical data in Atlantic and 

Gulf Coasts and Puerto Rico back to 2003Gulf Coasts and Puerto Rico back to 2003 



What You Can Expect

• Final estimates for 2010 and preliminary 
Wave 1 estimates for 2011 available 
after mid-June.

• Catch estimates for 2003 to 2009 will be 
recalculated using the new estimationrecalculated using the new estimation 
method, and will be updated at the 
same time as the final 2010 and 2011same time as the final 2010 and 2011 
Wave 1 estimates.



Complementary Survey Design

Improved Sampling Design for 
I t t S
• North Carolina Pilot Project

Intercept Survey

– Revised sampling frame
– Assigned to specific sites and clusters
– Assigned order and length of timeg g
– Assigned specific day parts
– Sample at night

Video created in partnership with North 
Carolina Division of Marine FisheriesCarolina Division of Marine Fisheries 

available at www.CountMyFish.noaa.gov



Improve Angling Economics

• 2011 Angler Expenditure Survey now

p g g

• 2011 Angler Expenditure Survey now 
underway

• Assessing gaps and other research 
needs



Improve Communications

• Regular conversations with major 

p

g j
angling groups on high interest issues 
including ACLs, Coastal Marine Spatial g p
Planning, and data.



Improve Internal Workings

• Developing regional Action Agendas to

p g

• Developing regional Action Agendas to 
enhance regional work

• Hosting AFS Recreational Fishing 
Symposiumy



What You Can Expect

• Expenditure field surveys Ongoing

p

• 2010 Year in Review Late Spring

Regional Action Plans Mid• Regional Action Plans Mid-summer

• Catch estimates using 
new methodology Mid-summer

• Recommendations to improve• Recommendations to improve 
data timeliness Mid-summer
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