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-Rebuﬂdmg PIans

= One stock overfished in the Western Pacific Reglon —
Pelagic Armorhead.
- Fishery primarily in international waters on the Emperor Seamount
Chain and includes the southern-most boundary, Hancock

Seamount, that lies just within northernmost part of the Hawaii
EEZ

« Moratorium on domestic harvest since 1986, establishment of the
Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish FMP. .

- Current moratorium continues through 2016.

- No other WPR stock Is currently determined to be
overfished, therefore no other rebuilding plans are in place
In the reglon |



- New Management P-rc')'grams 7

¢ Currently Council staff develops and drafts integrated
amendments or regulatory documents that contam
sections required by NEPA.
¢ Council and PIRO staff are in discussion about --
¢ Co- drafting of documents
» Using of “living FEP document” approach
» Establishing a “living source document”



- Problems/Concerns/Issues
¢ Implementation of Annual Catch Limits

» Lack of NMFS- PIFSC 1nvolvement in ACL spec1f1cat10n

process -
» No stock assessments for majority of the MUS
- Estimate of OFL and MSY not available

» Fishery data collection system is inadequate for stock
assessment and ACL based management

- Insufficient fundmg to improve fishery data collection
 Accountability measures cannot be enforced
- No real time catch monitoring = fishery closure is after the fact

. While the ma]orlty of the fisheries are in state waters,
complementary rules will be developed for state/fed waters.



_ ems/Concer.

~ * Protected Species

NMES repeatedly fails to reject ESA petitions that do not contain
sufficient scientific information to warrant the petitioned action;

Use of unverified anecdotal information and agency dlscretlon in
management decisions by NMFS in MMPA actions;

Management of marine mammal stocks based on outdated and
underestimated population estimates;

Failure by NMFS to recognize species recovery and move towards
delisting of species under the ESA;

Return to the black box approach in ESA Section 7 consultations;

Ultra conservative/precautionary measures becomlng the norm in |
NMES decisions regardlng protected spec1es actions;

Arbitrary implementation of a Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) permit
for Hawaii longline fishery; and

Disturbing trend by NMFES to marginalize the MSA process through the
use of protected species statues. |



: lems/Conce
¢ Funding |

» Status of Base and Ad-ons

« Without ad-ons for ACLs, LAPPs, NEPA, et., Council budget
(base plus ad-ons) is reduced by 30% ($1.2 mil reduction).

« NMEFS ignores funding congressionally mandated programs
(CDPP, MET).

» Coral Reef

« Funding has consistently decreased w/dramatic drop in 20n
» NMEFS prohibits Council from funding coral reef management
activities (eg. Plan Teams, Workshops, Annual Report)
* Protected Species — Sea Turtles

 Council funding reduced by 80% in 2011 as earmarks were
eliminated and NMFS elected to cut the Council’s allotment.

« Council now supports only 6 long-term turtle conservation
projects with significantly reduced scopes.



"-_Problems/Concerns/Issues

« Reduction of Available Fishing Grounds

» Military Impacts

» Guam Southern Banks Closed for half the year for exercises

« CNMI Farallon de Medinilla (FDM) closure within 3 miles;
proposed extension to 12 miles removes extensive shelf and
bank fishing areas.

. Sanctuarles and Monuments -

o Fagatele Bay NMS expansion proposes to include no-take
MPA around Aunu’u, modify Rose Atoll Monument to include
volcanic mud hole further impacting Manu'’a fishermen.

 Main Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale NMS proposes new
ecosystem approach and inclusion of false killer whales, green
sea turtles, monk seals and coral reef species.




roblems/ConcernsTssues

¢ Customary Exchange

» Proclamations for Marianas Trench, Rose Atoll and Pacific Remote
Islands Monuments provides for Council to draft fishing regulations

Council, through public process, developed and transmitted
recommendation for non-commercial fishing to allow for customary
exchange.

« Fish caught in Monument could only be sold to offset actual trip costs (fuel ice,
bait, food).

« Other requirements would include permits and logbooks.

NMFS rejected proposal citing lack of adequate safeguards to

distinguish commercial from non-comm & suggests limiting potential

cash exchanges as well as using bag limits, which have problems.

« (Cash exchange limits did not work for subsistence halibut in Alaska

 Bag limits are contrary to customary exchange as fish are caught for the
extended family and community without expectation of return.

Indigenous communities in AS, GU and CNMI wait to access ancestral

waters, that were closed through the Monument



=,

robIems/Concerns/Issues

* Coastal and Marine Spatlal

Planmng
. The WPRFMC supports

o Inclusion of the Council on-the
Regional Planning Bodies (RPB)

~ « RPB sub-panels for the Pacific
Islands, due to the geographlcal and
cultural dlfferences of the 1sland
areas | |

| . Representatlon of 1nd1genous Pac1f1c
Islanders on the GCC, just as tribal
natlons are afforded L




~ * Coastal and Marine Spatlal Planmng (Cont )
» The WPRFMC activities

» In November 2011, the WPRFMC nominated two persons to be
on the Ocean Research Advisory Panel (ORAP), which
provides advice and guidance to the National Ocean Council
(NOC). What happened?

« On January 12, 2012, NOC released the National Ocean Policy
Implementation Plan. The WPRFMC participated in the 30-
minute briefing conducted that day by NOC and CEQ, and
will provide public comments on the plan by the February 27,
2012, due date. '



~ Prob @ﬁm»/ Lﬂmem@/ ues

(NO) Consistency between Federal and Local Shark Finhing
Laws

- Federal law prohlblts separatlon of fins from shark

. State and territorial laws (Hawaii, Cahfornla Guam, CNMI)
prohibit possession of fins

- Fishermen catching and retaining sharks would therefore be
~ in possession of fins and violating local laws '

- A legal opinion on this issue from NOAA GC is requ1red SO
that fishermen can land marketable sharks without being
legally vulnerable

~ +» NOAA GC has stated this is not a high prlorlty due to low
- economic value of sharks -



ssues

: 'Outreach andEducation o
- First Stewards
Climate Change Symposium
(July 17-20, 2012, in DC)

- The WPRMC is spearheading, w1th NMFS PIRO the Pacific Islands I
Panel, and is also on the national Steering Committee.

CI

- One teleconference and two face-to-face meetings of the Pacific Islands
Team have been completed.

- Student art contests have been completed in CNMI, Guam and American
Samoa and underway in Hawaii.

- Student photo essay contests are underway in all four regions.

- Planning for panelists, exhibits, food, dancers, youth activities, etc. are
also well underway.

- The national sponsorship flyer and letter have been finalized.

- CHOW - June 2012 - NMFS support Cduncil participatio_n ?



