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Marginalization of fisheries through
competing Acts/Authorities

(MMPA, ESA, Sanctuaries, Monuments)
Western Pacific Region’s Experience
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Issues

Councils will always have to address consistency
with other applicable laws and issues in FMPs

This burden is growing, either through new
issues, e.g. climate change, or changes in policy,
e.g. Migratory Bird Treaty Act

May conflict with Executive Order 13563
(Improving Regulation and Regulatory Review)

Marginalize Councils’ role in fisheries
management



Monuments and Sanctuaries

Up to 15% of US EEZ in WPR put off limits to fishing through
use of Antiquities Act

Development of NWHI as a special area (coral reef reserve,
sanctuary monument) throttled fisheries continuity

No tangible benefits to MHI fisheries, fish flow from MHI to
NWHI

Elimination of fishing not halted NWHI monk seal population
decline

Other monuments in PRIAs for coral reefs places offshore
waters off-limits to US longliners and purse seiners

Hawaii and American Samoa NMSs want to expand and
include fisheries management



Protected Species Issues

ESA petitions on corals, hammerhead sharks and bumphead
parrotfish

Coral petition is a Trojan Horse for carbon emissions yet could
affect WPR fishermen fishing on coral reefs

Use of poorly documented or anecdotal information to make
MMPA LOF designations

Recovered population such as Hawaii green sea turtle and
humpback whale not delisted

Continued frustration with the Section 7 process and BiOps
Critical habitat for monk seals

MBTA permit only for Hawaii Longline Fishery

False Killer Whale Take Reduction Plan





