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Manuel Duenas, Chair 
Western Pacific Fishery Management Council 
1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1400 
Honolulu, m 96813 

Eric A. Olson, Chairman 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
605 West 4th A venue, Suite 306 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2252 

Dan Wolford, Chairman 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101 
Portland, OR 97220-1384 

Dear Chairmen Duenas, Olson and Wolford: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATI ONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Pacific Islands Reg ional Office 
1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-4700 
(808) 944-2200 • Fax: (808) 973-2941 
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I am writing to inform you of the outcomes of the Eighth Regular Session of the Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC or Commission), held in Guam, March 26-30, 
2012 (after having been postponed from its originally scheduled dates in December 2011). By 
way of this letter, I would like to share NMFS' initial assessment of the regulatory actions that 
will be needed to implement the recent decisions of the Commission. 

Conservation and management measure for tropical tunas 
The existing conservation and management measure (CMM) for bigeye tuna and yellowfin tuna, 
2008-01, was adopted in December 2008, and expired at the end of March 2012. The objective 
to adopt a durable revised measure was not achieved at WCPFC8, but a decision was made to 
extend the existing measure, with a few alterations described below, until February 28, 2013. It 
is expected that a more thoroughly revised measure will be adopted at the next regular session to 
be held in Manila Philippines in early December 2012. 

The main provisions of the existing tropical tunas CMM that will remain in effect for the coming 
year. The changes made to the CMM are: First, two areas of high seas (high seas pockets 1 and 
2 - see attached) that were closed to purse seine fishing are now open. Because many purse 
seine fleets do not fish in these high seas pockets due to restrictions in bilateral access 
arrangements with Pacific islands states; the main beneficiary of this change is the Philippines, 
which had argued strongly for opening the areas because of disproportionate adverse impacts on 
its domestic purse seine fleet which traditionally fished in the westernmost of the two areas. 
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The new measure includes a number of conditions on Filipino purse seine fishing vessels that 
hold their catch on ice, including a limit on the number allowed and special reporting 
requirements for vessels that fish in the high seas pocket 1 and a prohibition on fishing in the 
high seas pocket 2. Second, the eight WCPFC members that are parties to the Nauru Agreement 
are to limit purse seine fishing effort in their collective exclusive economic zones to the level 
exerted in 2010, which is substantially greater than the previous effort limit under CMM 2008-
01. Third and finally, the bigeye tuna longline catch limit for China for 2012 is specified as 
11,748 metric tons, the amount China most recently reported to have caught in the WCPFC Area 
in 2004. 

Regulatory action will likely be needed to implement for U. S. fisheries, certain purse seine 
elements of this Commission decision for U.S. fisheries as well as to establish the longline catch 
limit for bigeye tuna at the same recent level (3 ,763 metric tons) for 2012. Because this 
Commission decision became effective immediately, and in line with past practices, NMFS 
intends to promulgate these regulations under the authority of the Western and Central Pacific 
Fisheries Convention Implementation Act. 

Conservation and management measure for oceanic white tip shark 
The WCPFC adopted a U.S. proposal to prohibit retaining, transshipping, storing on a fishing 
vessel, or landing oceanic whitetip shark in all westem and central Pacific Ocean fisheries. The 

. measure is similar to those adopted by the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission and the 
Intemational Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. The measure goes into effect 
on January 1, 2013; however, there is a possibility that the measure will be amended at the next 
regular session, in December 2012, based on the results of the stock assessment that is 
anticipated to be completed by then. Regulatory action will be needed to implement this 
measure for U.S. fisheries. NMFS intends to take such action under the authority of the Westem 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act. 

Conservation and management measure to protect cetaceans from purse seine fishing operations 
The WCPFC adopted a measure to prohibit the setting of purse seines on tuna schools associated 
with cetaceans that are sighted prior to commencing the set. The measure also prescribes actions 
and reporting requirements that must be followed in the event that a cetacean is encircled by a 
purse seine. This measure generally mirrors existing domestic prohibitions in the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act on setting of purse seines on cetaceans. If NMFS determines that 
further regulatory action is needed to implement the measure, it will do so under the authority of 
the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act. 

Other decisions 
In addition to the measures described above, the WCPFC made a number of decisions that dealt 
with procedural matters which require no regulatory action by the United States. These 
decisions included extending the WCPFC's compliance monitoring scheme, which was first 
implemented in 2011 on a trial basis, and extension of the WCPFC' s charter notification scheme, 
which was due to expire after a two-year ttial period. 
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The WCPFC received the results of its first independent performance review, but little time was 
available to consider its recommendations. The recommendations are expected to receive 
considerable attention at the next WCPFC meeting. Another notable decision was the 
acceptance of two first-time Cooperating Non-Members, the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea and St. Kitts and Nevis, along with nine other continuing Cooperating Non-Members. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding the implementation of 
WCPFC decisions taken at its most recent meeting. 

Attachment - High seas pockets 

cc. Rodney R. Mcinnis 
William W. Stelle, Jr. 
James W. Balsiger, Ph.D. 
Samuel Pooley, Ph.D. 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
Michael D. Tosatto 
Regional Administrator 
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