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1. Fisheries Management: Councils have been managing fisheries through a science based, public
process for over 35 years. Fishing has always been and continues to be, the most prominent
and most broadly distributed human activity in our oceans. The Councils have years of
experience with marine spatial planning.

2. Regional Planning Bodies: Since the signing of the Executive Order, the Councils have lobbied
hard to get a seat on the Regional Planning Bodies (RPB). On Jan 25 the NOC informed the
RFMCs that they would have membership on the RPB (Fed, State, or local Gov't official voting on
the RFMC). The NOC has asked the Councils to identify a member to serve on the RPB. NEFMC
has identified our state director of fisheries from NH.

3. Role of Councils (as | see it): Protect and preserve fishing grounds, fishing communities, and
fishery ecosystem/habitat. Ensure balance when trade-offs among industries/activities are
considered, balance between are oceans and ecosystems health and the communities who need
these ecosystem products to prosper. Ensure fishermen and their communities have input in
the planning and decision-making process. Ensure that decisions are based on the best available
science. And ensure that the historic and current importance of fishing in this region is valued
and respected.

4. Concerns: RPBs are primarily state focused bodies established by the Governors of coastal
states. It may be difficult for RPBs to refocus their efforts to a regional scale since individual
states comprise the majority of members. Governors will most likely want to maximize their
state’s employment, revenues, and energy needs in the EEZ which until now has always been
the responsibility of the federal government. The federal gov’t has a history of regional
planning and decision making, states do not. My fear is that without a true regional focus, there
may be more environmental harm done to our fisheries, ecosystem health, and our fishing
communities.

5. Summary: There are no new authorities, jurisdictions or laws associated with Ocean Planning
and the RPBs. But let’s not be complacent and stand by at the sidelines. A regional ocean plan
will be developed by the RPB and that plan will be sent to the NOC for approval. | believe that
once the plan is approved by the NOC, each individual agency with ocean jurisdiction and
authority will be directed to implement it. | also believe that down the road conflicting laws and
authorities will be recognized (like MSA and Ocean Planning), and eventually new legislation will
have to be implemented which may give Ocean Planning its own legislation. With that in mind, |
strongly believe that the fishing industry and the Councils need to work together on the RPBs to
ensure that the regional ocean plans will protect and preserve commercial and recreational
fishing, our fishing grounds, the health of the ocean ecosystem and our fishing communities.
And that fishing continues to be valued and respected as the most prominent and most broadly
distributed human activity in all of our regions.
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