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CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS AND MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT LANGUAGE
REGARDING COUNCIL MEETING PROCEDURES

50 CFR 600.135

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries

CHAPTER VI: FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

PART 600: MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT PROVISIONS
Subpart B: Regional Fishery Management Councils
600.135 - Meeting procedures.

Link to an amendment published at 75 FR 59150, Sept. 27, 2010.(a) Public notice of regular
meetings of the Council, scientific statistical committee or advisory panels, including the agenda,
must be published in the Federal Register on a timely basis, and appropriate news media notice
must be given. The published agenda of any regular meeting may not be modified to include
additional matters for Council action without public notice, or such notice must be given at least
14 days prior to the meeting date, unless such modification is to address an emergency under
section 305 (c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, in which case public notice shall be given
immediately. Drafts of all regular public meeting notices must be transmitted to the NMFS
Headquarters Office at least 23 calendar days before the first day of the regular meeting.
Councils must ensure that all public meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities, and that
the public can make timely requests for language interpreters or other auxiliary aids at public
meetings.

(b) Drafts of emergency public notices must be transmitted to the NMFS Washington Office;
recommended at least 5 working days prior to the first day of the emergency meeting. Although
notices of, and agendas for, emergency meetings are not required to be published in the Federal
Register, notices of emergency meetings must be promptly announced through the appropriate
news media.

(c) After notifying local newspapers in the major fishing ports within its region, having included
in the notification the time and place of the meeting and the reason for closing any meeting or
portion thereof:

(1) A Council, SSC, AP, or FIAC shall close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns
information bearing on a national security classification.



(2) A Council, SSC, AP, or FIAC may close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns
matters or information pertaining to national security, employment matters, or briefings on
litigation in which the Council is interested.

(3) A Council, SSC, AP, or FIAC may close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns
internal administrative matters other than employment. Examples of other internal administrative
matters include candidates for appointment to AP, SSC, and other subsidiary bodies and public
decorum or medical conditions of members of a Council or its subsidiary bodies. In deciding
whether to close a portion of a meeting to discuss internal administrative matters, a Council or
subsidiary body should consider not only the privacy interests of individuals whose conduct or
qualifications may be discussed, but also the interest of the public in being informed of Council
operations and actions.

(d) Without the notice required by paragraph (c) of this section, a Council, SSC, AP, or FIAC
may briefly close a portion of a meeting to discuss employment or other internal administrative
matters. The closed portion of a meeting that is closed without notice may not exceed 2 hours.

(e) Before closing a meeting or portion thereof, a Council or subsidiary body should consult with
the NOAA General Counsel Office to ensure that the matters to be discussed fall within the
exceptions to the requirement to hold public meetings described in paragraph (c) of this section.

(F) Actions that affect the public, although based on discussions in closed meetings, must be
taken in public. For example, appointments to an AP must be made in the public part of the
meeting; however, a decision to take disciplinary action against a Council employee need not be
announced to the public.

(g) A majority of the voting members of any Council constitute a quorum for Council meetings,
but one or more such members designated by the Council may hold hearings.

(h) Decisions of any Council are by majority vote of the voting members present and voting
(except for a vote to propose removal of a Council member, see 50 CFR 600.230). Voting by
proxy is permitted only pursuant to 50 CFR 600.205 (b). An abstention does not affect the
unanimity of a vote.

(i) Voting members of the Council who disagree with the majority on any issue to be submitted
to the Secretary, including principal state officials raising federalism issues, may submit a
written statement of their reasons for dissent. If any Council member elects to file such a
statement, it should be submitted to the Secretary at the same time the majority report is
submitted.

[66 FR 57887, Nov. 19, 2001]

Effective Date Note:



At 75 FR 59150, Sept. 27, 2010, 600.135 was amended by revising paragraphs (a) through (e),
effective October 27, 2010. For the convenience of the user, the revised text is set forth as
follows:

600.135
Meeting procedures.

(a) Regular meetings. Public notice of a regular meeting, including the meeting agenda, of each
Council, CCC, SSC, AP, FIAC, or other committees established under Magnuson-Stevens Act,
Sec. 302(g), must be published in the Federal Register at least 14 calendar days prior to the
meeting date. Appropriate notice by any means that will result in wide publicity in the major
fishing ports of the region (and in other major fishing ports having a direct interest in the affected
fishery) must be given. E-mail notification and website postings alone are not sufficient. The
published agenda of a regular meeting may not be modified to include additional matters for
Council action without public notice given at least 14 calendar days prior to the meeting date,
unless such modification is necessary to address an emergency under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, in which case public notice shall be given immediately. Drafts of all
regular public meeting notices must be received by NMFS headquarters office at least 23
calendar days before the first day of the regular meeting. Councils must ensure that all public
meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities, and that the public can make timely requests
for language interpreters or other auxiliary aids at public meetings.

(b) Emergency meetings. Drafts of emergency public notices must be transmitted to the NMFS
headquarters office at least 5 working days prior to the first day of the emergency meeting.
Although notices of and agendas for emergency meetings are not required to be published in the
Federal Register, notices of emergency meetings must be promptly announced through any
means that will result in wide publicity in the major fishing ports of the region. E-mail
notification and website postings alone are not sufficient.

(c) Closed meetings. After proper notification by any means that will result in wide publicity in
the major fishing ports within the region and, having included in the notification the time and
place of the meeting and the reason for closing any meeting or portion thereof to the public, a
Council, CCC, SSC, AP, FIAC, or other committees:

(1) Must close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns information bearing a national
security classification.

(2) May close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns matters or information pertaining to
national security, employment matters, or briefings on litigation in which the Council is
interested.

(3) May close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns internal administrative matters other
than employment. Examples of other internal administrative matters include candidates for
appointment to AP, SSC, and other subsidiary bodies and public decorum or medical conditions
of members of a Council or its subsidiary bodies. In deciding whether to close a portion of a



meeting to discuss internal administrative matters, the Council, CCC, SSC, AP, FIAC, or other
committees should consider not only the privacy interests of individuals whose conduct or
qualifications may be discussed, but also the interest of the public in being informed of Council
operations and actions.

(d) Without the notice required by paragraph (c) of this section, a Council, CCC, SSC, AP,
FIAC, or other committees may briefly close a portion of a meeting to discuss employment or
other internal administrative matters. The closed portion of a meeting that is closed without
notice may not exceed two hours.

(e) Before closing a meeting or portion thereof, the Council, CCC, SSC, AP, FIAC, or other
committees should consult with the NOAA Office of General Counsel to ensure that the matters
to be discussed fall within the exceptions to the requirement to hold public meetings described in
paragraph (c) of this section.

MSA 302(i)(2-3)
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(2) The following guidelines apply with respect to the conduct of business at meetings of a
Council, of the Council coordination committee established under subsection (1), and of the
scientific and statistical committees or other committees or advisory panels established under
subsection (g):

(A) Unless closed in accordance with paragraph (3), each regular meeting and each
emergency meeting shall be open to the public.

(B) Emergency meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman or equivalent presiding
officer.

(C) Timely public notice of each regular meeting and each emergency meeting, including
the time, place, and agenda of the meeting, shall be provided by any means that will
result in wide publicity in the major fishing ports of the region (and in other major fishing
ports having a direct interest in the affected fishery), except that e-mail notification and
website postings alone are not sufficient. Timely notice of each regular meeting shall also
be published in the Federal Register. The published agenda of the meeting may not be
modified to include additional matters for Council action without public notice or within
14 days prior to the meeting date, unless such modification is to address an emergency
action under section 305(c), in which case public notice shall be given immediately.

(D) Interested persons shall be permitted to present oral or written statements regarding
the matters on the agenda at meetings. All written information submitted to a Council by
an interested person shall include a statement of the source and date of such information.
Any oral or written statement shall include a brief description of the background and
interests of the person in the subject of the oral or written statement.



(E) Detailed minutes of each meeting of the Council, except for any closed session, shall
be kept and shall contain a record of the persons present, a complete and accurate
description of matters discussed and conclusions reached, and copies of all statements
filed. The Chairman shall certify the accuracy of the minutes of each such meeting and
submit a copy thereof to the Secretary. The minutes shall be made available to any court
of competent jurisdiction.

(F) Subject to the procedures established under paragraph (4), and the guidelines
prescribed by the Secretary under section 402(b), relating to confidentiality, the
administrative record, including minutes required under subparagraph (E), of each
meeting, and records or other documents which were made available to or prepared for or
by the Council, committee, or panel incident to the meeting, shall be available for public
inspection and copying at a single location in the offices of the Council or the Secretary,
as appropriate.

(3) (A) Each Council, the Council Coordination Committee established under subsection
(), scientific and statistical committee, other committees, and advisory panel—
(i) shall close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns matters or
information that bears a national security classification; and
(if) may close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns matters or
information that pertains to national security, employment matters, or
briefings on litigation in which the Council is interested; and
(B) If any meeting or portion is closed, the Council concerned shall provide notice
by any means that will result in wide publicity in the major fishing ports of the
region (and in other major fishing ports having a direct interest in the affected
fishery), except that e-mail notification and website postings alone are not
sufficient, including in that notification the time and place of the meeting. This
subparagraph does not require notification regarding any brief closure of a portion
of a meeting in order to discuss employment or other internal administrative
matters. Subparagraphs (D) and (F) of paragraph (2) shall not apply to any
meeting or portion thereof that is so closed.



