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February 29, 2008

The Honorable Carlos M. Gutierrez
United States Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
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Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

On behalf of Florida's commercial shark fishing industry, | respectfully request that
you approve federal fisheries disaster relief for the many fishermen and processers
engaged in this endeavor in Florida. | believe this request is warranted and meets the
requirements established in Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Cotiservation'arid Management.Act-of 2006...Sharks - were. considered underutlllzed in
the 1970°s'by federal fishery. manegersend regulatrons in; 1983 had the effect of o
ertcduragmgafrshmg forssharks.»As-the-industry.:was, fostered by manager{s, the ...
economicsiand:profitability of the: fishery helped it togrow and it became.a. 31gn|f|cant
industry to Florida. More than half of the federal shark permits issued for thé Atlantic
and Gulf of Mexico aré now held by Florida fishermen and the current dockside value of
sharks harvested in Flonda is estlmated at around $3.5 million dollars.

Fishing pressure and the inability of federal managers to cIoser monltor and control
harvest levels have reduced the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued
economic viability is in doubt..In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced
65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest “overages” in 2006. The Atlantic quota !
was -reducedve-zero-~Federal-managers.shut.down-.the.2007 .season.in.September. . .o,
Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a timely way, federa!
managers have now closed all commercial harvest of large coastal sharks (the primary
commercial species in Florida) for the first 8 months of 2008, and new regulations under
consideration will almost certainly.-result in continued, long-term. closures. While all
concerned in this Issue recognize that restrictions in harvest have been necessary to
protect or rebuild various shark species for the long term, the quota system in place for
the commerclal fishery has resulted in severe economic hardshlp e ne.
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o By makmg this: request\we recogm e that wnportant deta|ls need to beaddressed
including tHetamountofsaid-needed, howat would be. agrr),rmstered and whether"feélerat

id would:bé.contingent.on.state;matching-dollars,. However because ot; the immediate
imipact-occurringto; rFlOI’Ida S, commercral;‘shark rndust[y. we. betleve an 1mpoﬁaﬁt fi rst
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step is to make a determination that this industry qualifies for federal fishery disaster
- relief. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Charlie Crist
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