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SECRBTIRY BROWH ANNOUNCES 325 MILLION IN -
DIBABTER ABBIBTANCZ FOR RORTHERST ?IBSSRIBS ‘

; The COmmerce Department wxll provzde an add:tional
$25 mxllion in dzsaster assxstance to help commercxal fxshermen
and small flshery-dependent hus:nesses that have sustaxned heavy

,"losses from the collapse of groundfish fishery resaurces in the o

.Northeast.,-_:-?”VQf in;"ﬁff, ;?.*.' ', - -._.”'n ',-. ?tr-
, Commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown. wzll use ‘his. legislative,
“.;authority to provide relief funds to the Northeast to expand and .
. extend the vessel and permit buyout program' that began earlier
“this year. The $25 million for the Northeast is part of a-larger
$53 million disaster assistance program initiated: by Secretary ~
. Brown in response to the national crisis in fisﬁeries in the
‘~Nartheast, Northwest and Gulf states' - _
. "The CIinton admxnxstratxon has cansistently demonstrated
-1ts ‘commitment ‘to the sustainable development of commercial
fisheries," Brown said. “Today’s disaster assistance package.
also demonstrates our: understanding that healthy stocks are a
- source of ‘livelihood and a way of life in fishing communities .
- around the country, and around the world. The thteat to these
fisherzes is a threat to these communxties. , -

. - The funds, issued th:cugh the National Oceanic and

- Atmospheric Administration’s office of Sustainable Developuent.

.~ are designated for progtams that address both fishery resource
~and human factors. RIS _ . -

"we have already taken ‘serious management actions in the
- Northeast to address the concerns of fishing families and about
the resource, but we. must do -more,* said KOAA Adninistrator D. .

James Baker. . "Extraordinary measures are called for, both in how
TV Wwe manage these valuable resourcas end in hiow we ccspond to tha

~Needs of our £ishing famxlies.-“w
B (uoar-:)



. The $25 mxll;on will expand the $2 million Fishzng Capacity
Reducticn Program to compensate f;shermen who retire thelr
fxshlng vessels and groundfish permxts. _

‘In March of -last year, the Admxnistration and Commerce .
Secretary Brown announced a $30 million Northeast Fisheries
Emergency Assistance. Program to help address the adverse economic
impacts on fishermen, theéir families, and fishing commun;t;ea.

. caused by years of overf;shzng and severe management ,
estr:.ctxons . , : ,

- The Offlce of Sustainable Development was charqed thh N
- .designing a comprehensive’ progran for addressing not only. the
fishery resource disaster but, just as 1mportantly, the human
dlmensxons of the d;saster. : B . . o

- The program included revolvinq loan funds administered by
local entities, technical- assistance and plannxng grants .
'\admlnxstered by. the Economic Development Administration, fiﬂhing
industry grants targeted to individual fishermen to help identify
S . new-business/economic opportunities, the. potential of aquaculture
7 as a‘viable source .of econdmic development and. employment, and
' research pn the viahil;ty o! underuttlized species.,;' S

: In addition, NOAA enteted into a.cooperative agreemeng‘with:
the Nat;onal Fish and Wildlife Foundation to administer $1. 3

‘million in fishing grants, which resulted .in 1everagan an Lo
additional $1 3 m;llion in non-federai funds. S m,-_-:ﬂ;egfli

: - NOAA also establlshed 51x Fxsh;ng Famzly 3531stance Centers

in. cooperat;on with the Depattnent of Labor ‘and individual -state . e
-labor agencies, to help displaced fishermen and ‘their families: in
1dent1£y;ng tra;n;ng/retraznzng opportunzties. ‘The centers also ..
“'provide social services and financial and business coundeling in U
cooperatlcn with the Small Business Administration, and qenetally '
 serve as ‘focal points for providing help in applying for ..

: Department of COmmerce fxshing assistance.,

: Under sectzon 308(d) of the Interjuriedictional Fisheries .
Act, commercial fishermen who have stiffered uninsured 1osses will '
- be. eligzble for grants under programs to be developad in '
cooperatloh with their state government agenc;es.~ - S
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sscaarant naowu nnuouucas $53 H:LLION IN nzsnsrna
assxsraucz ron noarnnasw, NORTEWEST nnn GULP ?tsaanxns

The Commerce Department will provxde $53 mlllzon in dxsaster‘
'a851stance to help commerc1a1 f;shermen and small flshery--:

dependent buSLnesses followxng the collapse of fxshery resources

Ln the Northeast, Northwest and Gulf states.dj

C. commerce secretary Renald H. Brown will use his 1
‘authority to provide the relief’ funds,: extending to the \
~ and Gulf of MeXico a ‘disaster:relief program - 1nitiated* eay L
-in the Pacific Northwest. Last year’s program was in-response to
. the unprecedented low numbers of Pacxric salmon stock R
reglon."‘ e _ ey
, “The c11nton admxu;stratzon has consxstently demonstrated
its commxtment to the sustainable development: of commeroial
fisheries," Brown saxd. “Today's disaster assistance. package
also- demonstrates our understandan that healthy stocks are - a-
"souree of livelihood and a way of life in. fishing communities’
around the’ country, and around the world. .The threat to these
sflsherxes xs a: threat to these communities "

£y . - - E .l e

The funds, issued throuqh the Natjional’ Oceanic and
: : Atmospheric Administration’s Office- of Sustainable Development S
+:" are designated for programs that address both fxshery resource CEEE
'”fgand human tactors. e SRR S A S

't,‘.__'

i "We haVe already taken ser;ous management actionséin ell ST
* three regions to address the concerns of -the’ ‘resource. and ‘the 'Tl.. .
© tishing families, but we ‘must.do more,* safd NOAA' Admiﬁistratog e
<. D.- James- Baker.a."Extraardznary measures are-called for, . bath n-‘g?j
tes o how:we ‘manage these valuable‘resources and 1n how we respond to R
,;'needs of our fishing famxlies._ : . e
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In the Northeast, the groundfish stocks that had long . =
sustained-a healthy commercial fishery have -disappeared. _The

- assistance program includes $25 million for the implementation of
‘a vessel/permit buyout program that retires fishing vessels and

- buys back existing permits. _ g et

In the Northwest $13 million in emergency assistance will be .
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a -
result of the continuing disaster due to the effects of El Nifio
and years of drought o¢n the salmon fisheries. These funds will. '

augment - the three-state Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan

. - .announced last year, which ‘includes a vessel/permit ‘buyout . . -
--program~and’habitat_reStoratiqn_an¢ dgtg‘co;lggtion_joys%prgq;am:ér,

In the Gulf of Mexice, the commercial f£ishing ‘industry will -

-:éceive.slsimillion in emergency assistance to' compensate for. .

- equipment lost or damaged by’ uncharted seabed obstructions caused
by major_fldoding_OVe:-the-past two,yea:sfgnd‘othgrinatural o L

forces. L R o - ‘ .

“

All—of;thése#sithatibnsﬂihbpivegsériﬁhg_hatm;tojfiéhety.T f Qfﬁg

'resogpcest-vhich?haS”caﬁseuJ$ubs$ant§§;ﬁ1qaéitaismgllﬁfiéhing=%~ e
‘businesses and dépendent codstal communities.: In:-allithree: L
situations, adverse environmental ‘conditions e aggravated -
~ ‘already depleted:fisheries-rescurces. e ' :
.- "We intend to work very closely with:all nterested parties -
~in the three'regions to ensureatha&ﬁapprbhriatéAremedigs:g:g~nﬁtwff' 5SS

Under section 308(d) of the Interjurisdictional Fisharies

Act, ‘commercial fishermen'whqjhavefqutEetedyuninsu;edu1p§$gglgili.E,f?“
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