
Summary for Fraser River Sockeye Salmon Disaster Determination (2008) 
 
 Tribal and State of Washington Salmon Disaster Determination: 
• Five Indian tribes (Lummi, Swinomish, Tulalip, Lower Elwah Klallam, and Makah) and the 

Governor of Washington requested a determination of a commercial fishery failure in salmon 
fisheries from Puget Sound to the northern Pacific coast of Washington State.  

• The Secretary has made a determination that the disaster determined in 2002 under §312(a) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act continues to exist for tribal and non-tribal fishermen of 
Washington state, and that this disaster resulted in a 2007 and 2008 commercial fishery 
failure due to a fishery resource disaster under §312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 

• This is continuation of a previous disaster which was determined in 2002.  
• Revenues from 2007 and 2008 are over 90 percent lower than the 2004-2006 average annual 

revenue of $1.8 million. 
• This commercial fishery failure is separate from the Klamath and West Coast salmon disaster 

determinations made in 2006 and 2008 for ocean salmon fisheries.  
• Although there are indications that there may be other causes leading to negative impacts on 

many Pacific salmon ecosystems, analyses of the potential causes of this phenomenon are 
ongoing and it is too early to make any conclusions.  Some possibilities are: 

o The recent declines in sockeye are the result of abnormal migratory patterns of “Late 
Run” Fraser River sockeye salmon, resulting in high levels of in-river mortality.   

o Early entry of sockeye into the Fraser River leads to an expanded residence time in 
freshwater.  As a result, the fish become more susceptible to a parasite that leads to 
kidney failure and a higher mortality rate.  

o NOAA Fisheries has concluded that the disaster determined in 2002 continues to exist 
for these stocks as a result of natural and unknown factors predominantly outside the 
control of fisheries managers to mitigate. 

 
 
 
Disaster Funding 
Congress made $75M available in the FY 2009 Continuing Resolution (PL 110-329) for several 
fishery resource disasters and commercial fishery failures occurring in 2008.  For this disaster, a 
total of $2 million was allocated to various tribes and the State of Washington. 
 
The appropriation language reads: “That the National Marine Fisheries Service shall cause such 
amounts to be distributed among eligible recipients of assistance for fishery resource disasters 
and commercial fishery failures as declared by the Secretary of Commerce under sections 308(b) 
and 308(d) of the Interjurisdicitional Fisheries Act (16 U.S.C. 4107) and sections 312(a) and 315 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1861a(a) and 
1864).”   
 



The funding distribution for the Fraser River disaster determination is as follows: 
Fishery Disaster Amount of Grant 

Lummi Indian Nation $641,000 
Swinomish Indian Tribe $251,000 
Makah Indian Tribe $166,000 
Tulalip Tribes $133,000 
Nooksack Indian Tribe $84,000 
Suquamish Indian Tribe $34,000 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe $15,000 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe $15,000 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe $15,000 
State of Washington $646,000 
Total $2,000,000 
 


