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On November 13, 2008, Commerce Secretary Gutierrez determmed pursuant to Section
312(a) of the MagunsomStevens Fishery Conservation and Mana gement Act: thata, -
-continuing ﬁshenes chsaster had ccgurred smce 2002 in Washlngton State.. - formally
request you. .declare the contmnmg ﬁshenes resource failure, 1 include 2009, - Trhake this
-request so dlsaster assistanceican be prowded te t'he adVersely 1mpacted commercial and
subsistence fishermen, communifies, ‘synall: busmess owriers; and: their employees on the

_Lummi ]ndum Reservation i i the northWest comer of Washmgton State Iam hopeﬁ11 you
" will be able’to act qurckly to miti gate this 51tuat1c>n : :

AS descnbed 1n the enclosures the 2009 sockeye salmon Ieturns. in the dlsaster re gion are

significantly less than the 20- year average and are among the lowest on record. The pre-
season sockeye run strength was, eshmated to be 10,488:000" However, the’ pre—season

- estimate dropped in-seaSon.as 1e35 fish: began returning {o.the 'Fraser River system The

* newer estimate dropped {o 1,370, 000'2nd; because of this drarnauc reductmn no tribal- .
"‘commercial harvest of Soekeye acenrred, : On-October 7,72009 the Lumimi Indian

" "Business Council (the governing! body of the Lummni Nat10n) declared’d ﬁshenes

- economic disaster:throughout the Reservatlon due to, the catastrophlc collap se of the
salmon returns. The impact, of; thiese Tan. failures-to-the wribe’s 'commermal ceremomal

“and subsistence ﬁshenes aver the past few years have been devastahn 2.

There a.re more than 600 families in- the d1saster arca w‘no are dependent on salrnon for
. cconomic and social survival:: Further, nearly all of the 4,500 members, afthe Lmnmx _
1 \Ia‘non rely on subsmtencenﬁshlng'as p rnajor aspect of thelr Natwe hfestyle and to SR

.comprehenswe effort-to assess the srtuatron and find de3perately needed a551stance and -
services to its affected membershlp A contlnumg disaster Heclaration urider Sec‘non ‘
312(a) is needed to make federal resources avajlable for Lndwldual and famﬂy 3531stanee -
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We wilk be gratiful foryout carliest pogsible forial action bn our

 for Fisheries Disaster in my office af the same mumber.

Hénry Cagey, Chaifm
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312(a) fishery failure declaration:. T T mayibe;of Turthet assistante; pleasecall'me at

(360) 384-2140
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Us'Sendtor - L
" The Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator
The Honorable Rick Larsen, Congressman

‘orhave a-member 6f your §taff contact-Mr. J erald Foisom, Policy Liaison -






