




Mr. Paul Diodati 
Director, Massachusetts Division of 

Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 
Boston, MA 02114 

Dear Mr. Diodati: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
1 31 5 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

THE DIRECTOR 

SEP 30 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding your assessment of the impacts to federal shark harvesters of 
the recently passed legislation in Massachusetts, Chapter 187 of the Act of 2014 (Chapter 187), 
prohibiting the possession, sale, and trade of shark fins under certain circumstances. 

Based on the information about the Massachusetts law set forth in your letter and the current 
facts regarding the scale and nature of the shark fishery in Massachusetts, we agree with your 
conclusion that Massachusetts' shark fin law will have a minimal impact on federally licensed 
and permitted shark harvesters in Massachusetts. As noted in your letter, spiny dogfish are 
exempted from the provisions of this law and they comprise the majority of landed sharks by 
weight and value in Massachusetts. 

For other non-exempted sharks, we understand that Chapter 187 allows any person with a state 
or federal license or permit to take or land sharks for recreational or commercial purposes to 
separate a shark fin from a lawfully landed shark during the course of preparing the body of the 
shark for consumption, sale, trade, or distribution, provided the fin is immediately destroyed 
unless used by the person for purposes of taxidermy. We also understand that, under 
Chapter 187, the carcasses of non-exempt sharks may be sold to any eligible dealer. 

Based on these facts, we agree with your conclusion that Massachusetts' law will have a minimal 
impact on federally licensed shark fishermen in Massachusetts and does not unlawfully burden 
their ability to achieve the benefits from federal fisheries and is therefore consistent with and not 
preempted by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by 
the Shark Conservation Act of2010. 

Please contact us ifthere are significant changes to the facts described in your letter, as those 
changes may affect our conclusions. We appreciate your willingness to work with us on this 
important matter. 
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